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Figure 6.12. Some federally endangered wildlife species found in coastal wetlands. See also American 
crocodile ( Figure 6.10b). (Steve Hillebrand: whooping crane; Gene Nieminen: piping plover; Jim P. Reid: 
manatee; Scott Streit: California least tern and light-footed clapper rail; California Department of Water 
Resources: salt marsh harvest mouse)

Here, former reed marshes that had been 
treated with a combination of herbicides 
( Rodeo) and controlled burning provided 
 productive mummichog habitat similar to 
smooth cordgrass marshes. Consequently, 
while reed marshes do provide habitat for 
fish and wildlife, most do not appear to 
be used by as many species or support the 
abundance of individuals that the native 
tidal marshes do.

Further Readings

“The ecological distribution of spiders in non-
forest maritime communities at Beaufort, 
North Carolina” ( Barnes 1953)

“Zonal and seasonal distribution of insects in 
North Carolina salt marshes” ( Davis and 
Gray 1966 )

Life and Death of the Salt Marsh (Teal and Teal 
1969)

The Biology of Estuarine Animals (Green 1971)
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