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HUNGARIAN PEASANT STUDIES* 

Bela C. Maday 
National I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Health 

I have chosen t o  discuss some aspects  of peasant s tud ies  

"because they c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  f o c a l  point  of i n t e r e s t  of Hungarian 

ethnology and because vanishing peasant subcul ture  c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

subject  f o r  urgent anthropological  study. 

The f irst  sec t ion  of t h i s  paper w i l l  be devoted t o  a discussion 

of  some fundamental changes which character ize  peasant c u l t u r e ,  t h e  

second sec t ion  t o  a discussion of some of t h e  methods which have been 

applied t o  recent  peasant s t u d i e s  by Hungarian e thno log i s t s .  

It i s  by now axiomatic even t o  t h e  nonsc ien t i s t  t h a t  t h e  

r e l a t i o n  of t h e  Hungarian a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t  t o  h i s  fel low man and t o  

soc ie ty  a t  l a rge  has changed dramatical ly as a r e s u l t  of accelera ted  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  g r e a t e r  mobi l i ty ,  and government-directed change. 

Rural soc ie ty  i n  genera l  has changed i n  composition, s t r u c t u r e ,  

wealth and p r e s t i g e  ca tegor ies ,  with respect  t o  t h e  r o l e  of women, 

and i n  many o the r  r espec t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  impact of these  spectacular  

changes has been considered s o  compelling as  t o  have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

disappearance of t h e  peasant subcul ture .  

Even i f  t h i s  conclusion i s  accepted with a c e r t a i n  degree of 

r ese rva t ion ,  it is never theless  a wel l -es tabl ished f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e r a  

i n  which t h e  peasantry was t h e  chief  producer of s o c i a l  wealth i n  

Hungary ended some time ago. When those  engaged i n  agr icu l tu re  s t i l l  

/ *The author i s  indebted t o  D r .  Tamas Hofer of t h e  Hungarian 
Ethnographic Museum f o r  h i s  h e l p f u l  comments. 

43 



const i tu ted about h a l f  of t he  population, as i n  1930 when 51.8 per- 

cent and i n  1949 when 49.1 percent of a l l  people derived t h e i r  

l ivel ihood from agr icul ture  ( ~ r d e i  1964: 16 )^- , the  contribution 

of agr icu l tu re  t o  the  na t iona l  income was only 36.4 percent 

(vggh 1955 :214) and 26.2 percent respect ively  (Hungary l957:39). 

It has shrunk considerably s ince  then,  t o  about 21 percent i n  1967 

( ~ u n g a r y  1968:38). 

The posi t ion of Hungarian peasantry did  not  d i f f e r  s ign i f ican t -  

l y  from t h a t  of i t s  counterparts i n  o ther  European countries f o r  

centur ies .  Opinions of h i s t o r i ans  d i f f e r  as t o  when i ts r e l a t i v e l y  

disadvantaged posi t ion commenced. Some r e l a t e  it t o  t he  end of the  

Middle Ages when t he  Hungarian peasantry switched from -predominant- 

l y  crop agr icu l tu re  t o  l ives tock r a i s i ng  as a means of protect ion 

against  the  150-year-long Turkish occupation. Other h i s t o r i ans  

assign the  r e l a t i v e  backwardness t o  the  res t ruc tur ing  of European 

t rade pa t te rns  i n  t he  seventeenth century when long-distance t rans-  

por ta t ion of consumer goods assumed mass dimensions, and t h e  resu l t ing  

divis ion of l abor  developed on a cont inenta l  scale .  I n  t h i s  highly 

evolutionary phase of European economic h i s t o ry ,  Hungary remained 

"East European" i n  character ,  i . e . exporting ag r i  cu l t u r a l  products 

t o  the  West i n  exchange f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  products. While t he  divis ion 

of production developed and was shaped by h i s t o r i c a l  events,  it 

was a l so  reinforced by Habsburg pol icy,  which favored t h e  western 

provinces of the  empire, Austria and Bohemia, over those i n  t h e  

ea s t .  I n  all fa i rness  i t - m u s t  be s a i d  t h a t  Hungary a l so  received 



some advantages from i t s  membership i n  the  Habsburg Empire V- i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  access t o  an expanded domestic market, 

I ndus t r i a l i z a t i on  reached Hungary i n  t he  second ha l f  of the  

nineteenth century. Liberat ion of the  s e r f  took place i n  1848, 

severa l  generations a f t e r  s im i l a r  moves i n  t he  West, but  s t i l l  one 

o r  two generations before such movements i n  t he  Balkans and European 

Russia. One reason f o r  the  delay i n  f ree ing  t he  s e r f  and introduc- 

ing a meaningful land reform lay  i n  the  f a c t  t h a t  these  reforms had 

t o  be ca r r i ed  out against  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t he  landowning middle 

c l a s s ,  which cons t i tu ted  t he  only e f f ec t i ve  power domain agains t  

t h e  cen t ra l i zed  and foreign Habsburg power s t r uc tu r e .  

Urbanization i n  Hungary a l so  preceded similar developments 

i n  o ther  pa r t s  of Eastern Europe. However, c i t i e s  of the  Western 

European type developed only along the  perimeter of the country and 

these  were populated l a rge ly  by burghers of fore ign ex t r ac t  ion who 

had l i t t l e  i n  common with t he  na t ive  peasantry. The c i t i e s  which 

developed i n  the  c e n t r a l  region of t h e  country, except f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  

were of r u r a l  character .  

D r i f t  t o  urban areas became a na tu r a l  response t o  t h e  accelera t -  

ing process of i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on .  I n  the  1870s migration had assumed 

mass dimensions and by t he  beginning of World War I about 10 percent 

of the  rural population had moved e i t h e r  t o  the  c i t i e s  o r  abroad. 

The f a c t  t h a t  i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on ,  urbanization,  and t he  t rans -  

formation of t h e  peasantry began i n  Hungary some two generations 

before t h e  in t roduct ion of the  s o c i a l i s t  system, provided a r u r a l  



evolutionary s tage qu i t e  d i f ferent  from t h a t  of other East European 

countries,  with t h e  poss ible  exception of Czechoslovakia and East 

Germany. The peasantry which was ca l l ed  upon t o  join the, cooperatives 

i n  Hungary a f t e r  World War I1 had already been divested t o  a large  

degree of i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  values and way of l i f e ,  while i n  Bulgaria, 

Romania, and Yugoslavia, the  s o c i a l i s t  system was introduced t o  a 

r e l a t i ve ly  "unspoiled" peasantry. 

Concomitantly with nineteenth century- nationalism and s o c i a l  

transformation,  t he  romantic exa l ta t ion  of peasant values gained 

populari ty and became the  subject  of frequent exposit ion i n  a r t ,  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  and drama. The r e l a t i v e l y  r i g i d  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g ,  however, 

never permitted peas ant romanticism t o  become a decisive influence 

upon na t iona l  policy i n  s p i t e  of t h e  numerical majori ty of the  

peasantry. I n  f a c t ,  with t he  growing gap between urban and r u r a l  

standards of l i v i n g ,  peasant l i f e  became i d e n t i f i e d  with a s t a t e  

of underdevelopment and was therefore  considered as undesirable. 

A necromantic period occurred a f t e r  World War I simultaneously 

with the  appearance of neonationalism and of peasant p a r t i e s  on the  

p o l i t i c a l  scene. It w a s  then hypothesized by some popul is t  wr i t e r s  

and peasant leaders t h a t  i f  t he  peasantry could acquire p o l i t i c a l  

influence commensurate with t h a t  of urban socie ty ,  it could assume 

leadership and solve most na t iona l  i l l s  through t h e  appl icat ion of 

peasant values. 

The peasant take-over has not occurred, nor has an undistrubed 

perpetuation of the  s t a t u s  quo. Accelerated i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on  and 



urbanization could not be ha l ted ,  end i ts  pace grew f a s t e r  "with the  

changeover t o  a s o c i a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  and economic system a f t e r  World 

War 11. 

Against t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  "background, l e t  us take a look a t  some 

of t he  s i gn i f i c an t  e f f ec t s  of cu l t u r a l  change which have occurred 

i n  the  peasant subculture.  Most observers agree t h a t  change can be 

recorded i n  terms of (1) geographical mobi l i ty ,  ( 2 )  s o c i a l  mobi l i ty ,  

and ( 3 )  the  value system. 

(1) Geographical mobil i ty has appeared i n  three  forms : 

a )  migration of youth and young adul ts  t o  urban areas and t o  non- 

ag r i cu l t u r a l  occupations, (b) creat ion of a new semiurban c lass  of 

r u r a l  youth commuting da i ly  o r  weekly t o  t h e  c i t i e s ,  and ( c )  migration 

of e n t i r e  family un i t s  t o  urban areas .  

a )  Migration of youth t o  the  c i t i e s  has reduced the  ag r i cu l t u r a l  

population from 49.1 percent i n  1949 t o  35.1 percent i n  1960, and 

t o  about 31  percent by 1968. It has a l so  increased t h e  average age 

of t h e  ag r i cu l t u r a l  population, mainly t h a t  of the  cooperatives, t o  

the  upper f i f t i e s  ( ~ d s z t o r  1968: 42) .2 

The cause of migration can "be found i n  the  soc i a l i z a t i on  of 

agr icul ture  and i n  the  p u l l  of favorable urban working conditions and 

educational and welfare opportuni t ies ,  as opposed t o  correspondingly 

l imi ted opportunit ies i n  the  r u r a l  s e t t i ngs  ( ~ k s z t o r  1968: 47). 3 

Counterbalancing t h i s  t rend  i s  a l e s s  in tensive  but important 

migration i n  the  opposite d i rect ion,  t o  nonagr icul tura l  jobs i n  t he  
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r u r a l  areas .  Some peasant migrants, a f t e r  acquiring the  technical  

s k i l l s  demanded by large-scale mechanized farming with firml-y 

es tabl ished modern production prac t ices  and e f fec t ive  management, 

re turn  t o  r u r a l  areas as blue-collar workers. In  some areas t h i s  

countermigration amounts t o  as much as 50 percent of t h e  urban- 

di rected migration. 4 

( b )  While migration has primarily quan t i t a t ive  e f f ec t s  on the  

v i l l age  population, the  commuting semiurban l i f e - s ty l e  has profound 

qua l i t a t i ve  e f f ec t s  on peasant cul ture .  The magnitude of t h i s  new 

t rend  i s  impressive. Of some 4.2 mil l ion people who were engaged i n  

ag r i cu l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  mid-1960s, only 2.2 mi l l ion  derived 

t h e i r  l ivel ihood so le ly  from agr icu l tu re  ; 2.0 mil l ion,  o r  almost as 

II many, obtained t h e i r  income from mixed sources ( ~ e g e d u s  1964:65; 

 arku us 1967:18l). I n  f a c t ,  v i l l ages  whose income was from 

ag r i cu l t u r a l  production only have v i r t u a l l y  disappeared. 

A recent soc io log ica l  survey of e ight  counties has shown t h a t  

i n  terms of residence and place of work, r u r a l  youth between t he  ages 

of 20 and 23 are d i s t r i bu t ed  as follows: 

34 percent l i v e  and work i n  t h e  v i l l ages ;  

35 percent l i v e  i n  v i l l ages  bu t  work i n  towns 
-4.2 percent 
[ commute; 

9.2 percent l i v e  i n  v i l l ages  and study i n  towns 

21.7 percent have moved permanently (Kiss 1964: 185) .5 

Among the  motivating forces f o r  a commuting semiurban l i f e  t h e  

survey found t h a t  such a t t r ac t i ons  offered t y  urban l i v i n g  as steady 

and predic t  able income, regular  working hours, b e t t e r  chances f o r  
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education and s o c i a l  mobil i ty,  and inconspicuous l i v i n g ,  ranked 

r a the r  high. On t he  other  hand, a t t r a c t i ons  of r u r a l  l i v i n g  included 

l e s s  expensive and more spacious housing, the  s ecu r i t y  provided by 

the  household p l o t  i n  terms of meeting minimal n u t r i t i o n a l  needs, 

and t h e  physical  proximity of family and kinfolk .  

Among t h e  negative fac to rs  which promote t h e  semiurban l i f e -  

s t y l e  a re  t h e  uncer ta in t i es  adherent i n  t he  t r a n s i t i o n a l  nature  of 

the contemporary ag r i cu l t u r a l  system. I n  the  ea r l y  1960s about 66 

percent of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  worked i n  cooperatives,  20 percent  

were employed as ag r i cu l t u r a l  laborers  on s t a t e  farms o r  a t  machine 

s t a t i o n s ,  and about 12 percent p rac t i ced  independent fanning. The 

d i s t r i bu t i on  has sh i f t ed  s ince ,  t o  the  detriment of t he  independent 

f arrner ( ~ u n g a r y  1967: 1h6 ) . The s ta te- f  arm employee has a 

steady,  year-round income, but only one fourth of the  cooperative 

members have permanent work and an income approximating t h a t  of t he  

state-farm o r  i n d u s t r i a l  worker. One h a l f  of the cooperative 

members work i n  crop-producing br igades ,  which a re  i n  demand f o r  

only about s i x  months of 

one ha l f  of the  expected 

c )  The t h i r d  form 

t h e  year ,  and consequently they earn about 

o r  necessary income  arkus us 1967 : 181, 187) . 
of geographical mobil i ty involves the  planned 

move of e n t i r e  famil ies  f r o m t h e  r u r a l  t o  the  urban environment. 

Fl ight  t o  the  c i t i e s  has been an almost continuous process f o r  the  

las t  one hundred years ,  but now families a r e  making ca re fu l ly  pre- 

pared long-range plans f o r  order ly  moves, cooperating c losely  and 

in tens ive ly  i n  the  a.ccumulation of the  necessary cash and i n  sending 



scouts t o  the  c i t y  f o r  t he  exploration of t he  most favorable terms 

f o r  the  move. Then, on t a r g e t  t ime, they s e l l  t h e i r  property and 

pack up and move -- i n  a s6mewhat s imi la r  fashion as ag r i cu l t u r a l  

emigrants did ea r ly  i n  t h i s  century -- but  with t h e  in ten t ion  of 

permanency . 
Mass migration i s  wel l  r e f l e c t ed  i n  contemporary s t a t i s t i c s  

and ethnographic research papers. For example, the  population of 

Heves county i n  northern Hungary, which numbered 50,000 i n  1960, i s  

expected t o  number only 40,000 by 1970 i f  t he  present t rend  of 

migration continues. This w i l l  be a loss  of 20 percent i n  t e n  

years ( ~ L r k u s  1967: 225 ) . 
Motivation f o r  family migration i s  s a i d  t o  be t h e  conveniences 

and b e t t e r  opportunit ies provided by the  c i ty .  The commuting semi- 

urban l i f e - s ty l e  i s  too strenuous t o  be pract iced f o r  more than e igh t  

t o  t en  years ,  even by t he  young. A r u r a l  work load s t i l l  extends 

from 13 t o  1 4  hours per  day, whereas i n  the  c i t y  an eight-hour 

schedule produces t h e  same o r  higher income. An urban work experi- 

ence during t he  commuting period usual ly  creates  a strong aversion 

t o  farm work. 

Soc ia l  mobility. Geographic mobility has g r ea t l y  increased 

t h e  chances f o r  s o c i a l  mobil i ty,  bu t  t h e  res t ruc tur ing  of t he  agri-  

cu l t u r a l  economy through the v i r t u a l  abo l i t ion  of p r iva te  land has 

caused dramatic s h i f t s  i n  t he  r u r a l  s o c i a l  s t r uc tu r e  i t s e l f .  

Economic and pres t ige  categories seem t o  continue t o  cor re la te  

highly,  but  the  extent  of p r iva te ly  owned land as a t r a d i t i o n a l  



c r i t e r i on  of p res t ige  and s o c i a l  s tanding has  been replaced by t h e  

high value of economic and marketing s k i l l s ,  regardless  of whether a 

person works on a s t a t e  farm, i n  a cooperative,  o r  on h i s  own land.  

Mechanical, i n d u s t r i a l ,  and managerial s k i l l s ,  as wel l  as s k i l l s  i n  

in tensive  ho r t i cu l t u r e  and animal husbandry, cor re la te  highly with 

higher income, and a r e  s t rong forces  motivating youth t o  education. 
\ 

I n  the  contemporary s e t t i n g ,  which i s  considered t r a n s i t i o n a l  

toward the  long-range Communist goal  of a c l a s s l e s s  r u r a l  soc ie ty ,  

a  three- level  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  seems t o  have emerged: ( a )  

a managerial s tratum composed of profess ional  managers and highly  

t r a i ned  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  ( b )  a r u r a l  middle c lass  composed of s k i l l e d  

laborers  , technic ians  , and low-e chelon bureaucrats ,  and ( c )  the  

common ag r i cu l t u r a l  laborers .  

In  t he  l a t t e r  s tratum two subdivisions seem t o  be recognized: 

1 )  the  agropro le ta r ia t  and ( 2 )  the  former s m a l l  landowners. 

Di f fe ren t ia t ion  between the  two Subgroups i s  important because of t h e i r  

cony l i c t i n g  values a&d i n t e r e s t s .  The agroprolet  a r i a  favors f ixed  

working hours and a steady income, the  reduction of household p l o t s ,  

and the  cessation of payments f o r  land incorporated i n t o  the  coopera- 

t i v e s .  The former smal l  landowner advocates d iametr ica l ly  opposed 

views : he p re fe r s  income commensurate with work performed, g r ea t e r  

respect  f o r  ind iv idua l  i n t e r e s t s ,  maintenance of household p l o t s ,  and 

continuous payments f o r  land use ( ~ r d e i  1964:50). 

S h i r t s  i n  economic bases appear t o  have undermined the  s t a b i l i t y  

of the  three-generation family as a land-based i n s t i t u t i o n .  Although 



no systematic research has "been found on this top ic ,  various observers 

suggest t h a t  the  family continues t o  "be an act ive  economic and s o c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n  of primary importance, even though i t s  members may have 

assumed new ro l e s  i n  the  course of t h e i r  adjustment t o  t h e  evolving 

ex te rna l  conditions. 

I n  the  r u r a l  family of d i f fuse  sources of income, t h e  ro l e  of 

the  family members has changed considerably. The dominant r o l e  of 

the head of t h e  family has de te r io ra ted  i n  favor of a more even 

d i s t r ibu t ion  of decisionr-making power. Especially notable is the  

changed ro l e  of women, and more pa r t i cu l a r l y  t h a t  of t h e  mother, 

who i s  a l so  overburdened by a dual  r o l e  as keeper of the  household 

and as member o r  employee of t h e  cooperative. 

(3 )  The value system. The economic and s o c i a l  transformation 

could not have passed without effect ing profound changes i n  t he  

value system, as we have noted before. Available studied seem t o  

agree on a few general izat ions .  Conflicts between t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  

peasant value system and t h a t  of t h e  s o c i a l i s t ,  urban-industrial 

socie ty  do not  spare the  family. The older  generation does not 

seem t o  abandon i t s  values even if it adjusts  t o  tangible  demands of 

the  new system: it seeks compromises. One such compromise has t o  

be made i n  reference t o  old-age income. Possession of land had been 

of extremely high value f o r  centur ies ,  because it cons t i tu ted  the  

base f o r  the  welfare of the  family and f o r  old-age secur i ty .  Now 

t h a t  acquis i t ion of land is impossible, many middle-aged and older  

peasants seek a t  l e a s t  a ten-nyear term of i n d u s t r i a l  employment t o  



gain 

hold 

e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  old age pensions. 

Attachment t o  land and accumulation of wealth within the  house- 

continue t o  r a t e  high on the  value sca le ,  but i n  modified forms. 

Except f o r  t he  few i n  t he  p r iva te  s ec to r ,  the  secur i ty  f e l t  by the  

possession of a permanent base i s  symbolized now by one's home r a t h e r  

than by land. The v i l l age  dweller i n  most cases s t i l l  runs a house- 

hold r a the r  than a business en te rpr i se  (wolf 1966:2), but i n  many 

instances , espec ia l ly  i n  the  presence of commuting family members , 

t h e  p r inc ipa l  source of income l i e s  outside the  family base ( ~ e ~ e d u s  

1964:68-79). 7 

Old and young equally value saving of produce i n  kind o r  i n  t h e  

form of accumulated cash i n  savings accounts, although members of 

the  younger generation value investments i n  consumer goods over 

accumulation of cash. I n  general ,  the  young adhere almost completely 

t o  urban-industrial  values. Most of them tu rn  t h e i r  back on agri-  

cul ture  as an occupation, and attempt t o  take advantage of t h e  educa- 

t i o n a l  and mater ia l  benef i t s  of the  new order. They have made t h e i r  

peace with the  system and t r y  t o  operate within i t s  confines t o  t he  

be s t  of t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .  They are  l e s s  philosophical  and more 

pragmatic than t he  generations which have gone before them. Indepen- 

dent decision making a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  ea r ly  age, including decisions 

about marriage, has a l so  become a high value. Recreation, t r a v e l ,  

and spor t s  are highly valued. Human r e l a t i ons  a re  l e s s  constrained 

and more informal i n  a l l  d i rect ions ,  including in te r sexua l  r e l a t i ons .  

The peasant's al legedly high valuation of physical  stamina and 
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endurance and generally low regard f o r  a s o f t  l i f e  have not  proved 

t o  be l a s t i n g ,  if they ever exis ted.  The young bel ieve i n  equal  

work loads , s e t  wages, and guaranteed l e i s u r e ,  and they regard 

manual labor  as i n f e r i o r  and undesirable. They value highly specia l -  

i z ed  and profess ional  education, and posi t ions  requir ing such t r a in ing .  

I n  sho r t ,  professional  career-mindedness has replaced a t r a d i t i o n a l  

des i re  f o r  accumulated wealth i n  land ( ~ r d e i  1964: 50 ) . 

There seems t o  be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  the  rapid  change of cu l t u r a l  

pa t te rns  i n  Hungary, as elsewhere i n  Eastern Europe, c a l l s  f o r  

action i n  terms of urgent anthropology, and t h a t  Hungarian s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  are  aware of it. Their concern has been displayed i n  

fever ish  research a c t i v i t i e s  character ized by a more in tens ive  and 

systematic col lect ion of descr ipt ive  data  r e l a t e d  t o  mate r ia l  cul ture  

and folklore .  Ever s ince  i t s  inception i n  the  middle of the  nine- 

teenth  century, Hungarian ethnology as a d i sc ip l ine  has ex i s t ed  i n  

the  realm of t h e  humanities, and i t s  concern and methods have been 

h i s t o r i c a l  i n  character .  However, some individual  scholars expanded 

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  beyond the  co l lec t ion ,  descr ipt ion,  and analysis  of  

a r t i f a c t s ,  folk. songs and other  manifestations of mate r ia l  cu l tu re  

and. fo lk lore  (Pel and. Hofer 1969:5). One can f i n d  s ca t t e r ed  

examples of such endeavors throughout the  h i s t o ry  of t h e  profession.  

When a f t e r  World War I1 the  urbanization and i ndus t r i a l i z a t i on  

process accelerated,  Hungarian ethnographers be came se r ious ly  con- 

cerned with "the s o c i a l i s t  transformation of t h e  v i l l age .  " I n  the  



ea r l y  1950s, a f t e r  t he  Hungarian Academy of Sciences created a s p e c i a l  

research group t o  inves t iga te  t he  cu l t u r a l  consequences of agr icul -  

t u r a l  cooperatives,  severa l  a r t i c l e s  appeared i n  Ethnographia des- 

cr ib ing t he  des i rable  r o l e  of ethnographers i n  t he  observation of 

c u l t u r a l  change as manifested i n  the  s o c i a l i s t  t ransformation of 

r u r a l  soc ie ty  ( B a l  assa  1952: 481-483) Although such expressions 

were not  followed by organized research o r  publ ica t ions ,  a few 

individual  ethnographers d id  show i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

aspects of change. These e f f o r t s  bore f r u i t s  a decade l a t e r ,  as 

witnessed by such ou$standing recent  publ ica t ions  as t h e  Proper 

Peasants ( ~ 6 %  and Hofer 1969), a comprehensive monograph, and Church 

and Religion i n  a Contemporary Vil lage ( ~ a r d o s  1969), which examines 

t he  impact of communism on s o c i a l  s t r uc tu r e ,  b e l i e f ,  and value systems. 

It i s  regre t t ab le  t h a t  such works are exceptions r a the r  than the  r u l e ,  

and t h a t  t h e  highly t a l en t ed  and s k i l l e d  profession of Hungarian 

ethnology and ethnography i s  r a t h e r  slow i n  applying concepts of s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  anthropology i n  i t s  important salvage operation f o r  a 

vanishing subculture and i t s  observation of c u l t u r a l  change. 

The profession responded t o  t he  urgent need more i n  quan t i t a t ive  

than i n  qua l i t a t i ve  terms. Through s t rong  governmental support it 

expanded i t s  operations,  mul t ip l i ed  i t s  museum co l lec t ions ,  created 

new chairs  at un ive r s i t i e s ,  involved a l a rge  number of lay volun- 

t e e r s  i n  t he  co l l ec t ion  process,  he ld  nationwide competitions fo r  

ethnographic s tud ies  based on f i r s t hand  experience by paraprofession- 

a l s  and laymen, and reached out beyond the boundaries of t he  country. 



. 
In  1960 t he r e  were more persons involved i n  ethnographic research 

i n  Hungary than i n  any o the r  European country, with the  poss ible  

exception of West Germany and the  U.S.S.R. 

In  qua l i t a t i ve  terms, comparative s tud ies  became more numerous, 

and i n t e rd i s c ip l i na ry  cooperation more frequent. Comparative 

s tud ies  i n  fo lk lo re  and mate r ia l  ethnography were not  unknown before. 

One example of t he  l a s t  century i s  given by  ank kc? (1900), an ethno- 

grapher we l l  versed i n  l i n g u i s t i c s  and archaeology, who did  f i e l d  

research i n  Scandinavia, European Russia and S ibe r i a ,  and who sur- 

veyed the  e n t i r e  European l i t e r a t u r e  on f i sh ing  fo r  h i s  study on t he  

genesis of  t h e  Hungarian f i sh ing  cu l tu re .  Another random i l l u s t r a -  

/ 
t i o n  can be found i n  ethnomusicology of t h e  1930s, when Kodaly 

published h i s  discovery of the  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r inc ip les  underlying 

/ 
Cheremis and Magyar fo lk  songs, and Bartok concluded h i s  comparative 

work on the  folk music of e thn ic  groups i n  t he  Carpathian bas in  

( ~ r d e l y  1965 :97-98). lo 

Other examples of  more recent  o r ig in  a re  Gunda,s (1966) 

co l l ec t ion  of research papers i n  h i s  Ethnographica Carpatica, 

which describes various elements of t h e  f i sh ing ,  hunting,  and pa s to r a l  

cul tures  of such diverse e thn ic  groups of t he  region as t he  Bulgar- 

ians , Hungarians, Romanians, Poles,  and Slovaks ; and a volume on the  

papers read a t  t h e  Hungarian Ethnographic Congress of 1963 ( ~ r t u t a t y  

and Bodrogi 1965). 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  and no t  e n t i r e l y  unique occurrence of i n t e r -  

d i sc ip l ina ry  cooperation verging i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y  on the  American 



concept and method of anthropology i s  one which -was i n i t i a t e d  by 

the  Heves County council  i n  1967. The council ca l l ed  a conference 

/ f o r  the  discussion of t h e  paloc  e thn ic  subculture of northern Hungary. 

The pa r t i c i pan t s ,  who represented the  f i e l d s  of ethnography, ethnolo- 

gy, arlchaeology, l i n g u i s t i c s ,  physical  anthropology, and h i s t o ry  

worked out a proposal  f o r  a ten-year i n t e rd i s c ip l i na ry  research 

plan,  ou t l in ing  t he  s p e c i f i c  objectives and methodology f o r  such an 

undertaking ( ~ a k o '  1968). 

I n  sum, Hungarian ethnology as a d i s c ip l i ne  focuses i t s  e f f o r t s  

on t h e  sub jec t  of t he  disappearing peasant subculture.  This work i s  

being done with soph is t i ca t ion ,  with increas ing appl ica t ion of t he  

comparative method and occasionally of t he  i n t e rd i s c ip l i na ry  approach 

i n  the co l l ec t ion  of da ta  r e l a t e d  t o  mate r ia l  cu l tu re  and fo lk lo re .  

Some scholars  t r e a t  the  subject  i n  a broader frame of reference,  

recording c u l t u r a l  change i n  terms of s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  anthro- 

pology. Nevertheless , American anthropologists  could make 

valuable contributions t o  the knowledge of change i n  Hungary "by 

pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  t h e  study of t h i s  dramatic transformation,  and by 

applying t h e i r  anthropological concepts and methodologies i n  t h e  

process. Studies of  change involving comparative da ta  could be 

espec ia l ly  challenging and instrumental  i n  explaining the  di f ferences  

i n  pace and. form of t h e  process of change taking place i n  the  various 

East European countries.  



NOTES 

1. I n  f a c t ,  according t o  ~ d r k u s  (1967)~ t he  absolute number of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  has increased by 200,000 during the  two 

decades . 
2 .  Far example, i n  the v5llage of zs&a i n  the  counlq of ~ a j d L -  

Bihar, both t h e  Lenin and t h e  Kossuth cooperatives are  

"cooperatives of t h e  old." The average age of t h e i r  membership 

i s  57 and 59 years  respect ively .  According t o  ~ e ~ e d l s  (1964: 

94), the  age of cooperative members i n  1960 when in tens ive  

co l l e c t i v i za t i on  had jus t  begun was as follows: 

Percentage 

15 a 20 2 - 7  
21 * 30 
31 - 40 
41  - 50 
51 - 60 
6 1  plus  

24*3} 54.8 
30 -5  

3. In  a g r i c u l t w e  the  worker receives only 60 percent  of h i s  

earnings during t he  year ,  The remaining h0 percent  o r  por t ion 

of i t ,  depending on t h e  success of t he  farming i n  each year ,  i s  

paid  t o  him a t  t he  end of t he  year.  I n  indust ry  t h e  worker 

receives ,  of course, 100 percent  of h i s  wwes i n  regu la r  

i n t  ervhls  . 
4. By 1968 about 100 yOOO s k i l l e d  workers (as compared t o  1,000 

i n  1960) and 5,000 ag r i cu l t u r a l  engineers were working i n  the  

ag r i cu l t u r a l  s ec to r  of t he  econoqf. For these  blue- m d  

white-collar  workers, agr icu l tu re  i s  j u s t  another shop o r  desk. 



They have regular ly  pa id  vacations,  they t r a v e l  abroad, and they 

go t o  t he  c i t y  f o r  entertainment. 

5. Disregarding those who l e f t  the  v i l l age  permanently, 45 percent 

of the  boys and 23 percent  of t h e  g i r l s  have turned t h e i r  back 

on ag r i cu l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a re  using t he  v i l l a g e  only as 

a more o r  l e s s  temporary domicile, 

6, The number of p r iva te  farmers i s  now probably c lose r  t o  2 o r  

3 percent ,  r a t he r  than t he  12 percent  quoted f o r  t he  ea r l y  

1960s. The number of p r i ~ a t e  f a m  decreased from 545,000 

i n  1960 t~ 95y000 i n  1967 ( Hungary 1967:162). Only 2.3 percent  

of t h e  t o t a l  land and 2.9 percent  of the  arable  land was i n  the  

p r i va t e  s ec to r  i n  1967 (Hungary 1967: 72) 4 

7. 'The t r e n d  i n  urban and r u r a l y  c a p i t a l i s t  and s o c i a l i s t  economies 

a l i ke ,  i s  toward ai increase of s a l a ~ i e d  workers and a decrease 

i n  independent entrepreneurships.  But t he  co l l e c t i v i za t i on  of 

the  r u r a l  s ec to r  requires  a more complex and more d i f f i c u l t  

adjustment on t he  p a r t  of the  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s ,  because s a l a r i e d  

s t a t e  employuent i n  agr icu l tu re  was not  preceded by s a l a r i e d  

p r iva te  employment, as was t he  case i n  indust ry .  The agr i -  

c u l t u r a l i s t  used t o  be h i s  own master on h i s  own land,  and the  

perception of ownership counterbalaaced the  fee l ing  of a l iena-  

t i o n  from work. A s i m i l a r i t y  t h a t  character izes  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of 

the  ind iv idua l  i n  both the  r u r a l  and urban s e t t i n g  of a communist 

soc ie ty  is  t he  f a c t  t h a t  decisions f o r  modernization a r e  made on 

the  s t a t e  l e v e l  r a t he r  t h m  on t h e  individual  o r  l o c a l  l eve l .  
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8. "1nstead of developing genera l  concepts and common themes of r u r a l  

l i f e ,  research workers devoted t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  t h e  desc r ip t ion  of 

d i s c r e t e  regional  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and l o c a l  developments; ins tead  

of seeking t o  o u t l i n e  general  evolutionary t r e n d s y  they concentra- 

t e d  on t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  concrete phenomena. 

"The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  endeavors of Hungarian ethnographers were 

d i rec ted  t o  t h i s  purpose i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  inc lus ion 

of ethnography among t h e  humanities. I t s  c l o s e s t  connections 

were with t h e  h i s t o r y y  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y ,  h i s t o r y  of music and 

a r t ,  and l i n g u i s t i c s  of Hungaryy as  we l l  as  with anthropogeography. 

Each of these  d i s c i p l i n e s  explored aspects  of nonrecurrent 

process i n  Hungary, and t h e i r  causes and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and 

occasionally members of d i f fe ren t  d i s c i p l i n e s  have worked together  

on a  common en te rp r i se .  A s  d i d  t h e  o ther  d i s c i p l i n e s y  Hungarian 

ethnography t r i e d  t o  describe,  t o  charac te r i zey  and t o  expla in  t h e  

s i n g l e  and s ingu la r  complex of c u l t u r a l  f ea tu res  which was t y p i c a l  

of t h e  Hungarian peasantry.  Recently t h e  necess i ty  of i n t e g r a t i n g  

Hungarian ethnography i n t o  t h e  genera l  body of research i n  s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  anthropology has been emphasized." 

9. Kardos (1969:285) c i t e s  t e n  a r t i c l e s  dealing with t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  

t ransformation of t h e  v i l l a g e t f  between 1952 and 1955. Most of 

them suggest ac t ion  on t h e  p a r t  of ethnographers, o r  a r e  polemical 

a s  t o  how t o  achieve t h e  bes t  r e s u l t s .  

# 10. According t o  Erdely , " t h i s  s tudy e n t i t l e d  ~e-pzenefnk 4s a  

/ 
szomsz& nLPek nepzen&je [our f o l k  music and t h e  f o l k  music of 

60 



~ e i g h b o r i n g  peoples 1, i s  regwaed as one of ~ a r t d k ~ s  most 

important contributions t o  comparative musicology. " 
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