Economists unsure
whether recession

T IS over

INNEWS,P5

@i

2

=3

Pride Center hosts
documentary for Day of h" 8
Silence. ) ¥

IN ARTS, P 6 N

Steffi Wong has
helped her team to
a national ranking

IN SPORTS, P 12

s

Poly alum recognized Jamba Juice 20th anniversary
celebration began yesterday

for engineering lab

John

O} VI LOUGH GMA

MCCU”OUQh Ing how Innovation can "'”‘ 1
t COM \‘lt'upwf individuals, he added

Monett (Ewll:{ with Cal Poly

( lumnus lon Monett r engineering students, appeared in
ntly received national recogni 1 video called “Improving Lives
wting and funding Cal that was sent to members of the
n theti | United States Automobile Asso
\ : Marcl \M 1ated 1lation { \\\ (\)l + was one ot
<500 000 to th . ing de t(wo nonprohit organizations fea
partment after i y of the de tured in the video portion of the
partment’s desire to crease the USAA Annual }\'(}‘Hll tor '({UHI‘&{
yumb f m ‘ ip \ry proj the H;{Ewr thing
ts availabl \gineering stu Doing the right thing is not
{ hi va rving the that easy to L'\l“,ll?l | A{l\! not re¢
dean’s adviso: oard The find ly think about creating an or
{ Oualit £ 1.t ranization roc ised on \{um\_t the
Ol 4 sboratorv. the frst of tl ght thing, rather I wanted to
() \ \ LY ‘.'H’vi“ Monertt l<{ I
h the i f d to she ippreciation
7 o
The life lessons are
L
longer-lasting for these Cal
Pol i
tudents than anything
O y stuacnits an - an mn
-
else they learn in the
: L
classroom and in textbooks.
Jon Monett
ded
4 d e
| : o PIas ! 4
( < neerin
| N 1d
p D101 lical engineering ;'r.u!u
- L ident Nickolas Butler works
' | f McLea he on-campus lal
‘ el ponsor, Jo Monett
vened the doors to go in any di
i vith ¢ projects,” Butler
{ ] Somet th 1eed for a
; Nnc person ometimes 1its ror
{ ( I peopl QOur team doing
{ [ | ) [ Mx.f | »H I roup
O {, { vheelchair that goc
\ | ( ) ( { id). We thinl in desig
[ . { { i 55.000
| 1ba ud the 1 ha
b to run ar i '
I d { | |
() l "}' )
I
, -
{ v of
| ) 11d ) 1( W ( }

see [d/). ,nlgl’ 2

JESSICA BARBA MUSTANG DAILY

Jamba Juice will be offering a buy-one-get-one-free coupon on their Web site good until April 25 to commemorate

the company’s 20th anniversary. Cal Poly graduate Kirk Perron started the business that was originally named

Juice Club in 1990 to offer fresh fruit drinks to San Luis Obispo residents and fellow Cal Poly students. Today, the
I

company has grown from the nr:gln.ll \||np Icn.ll('(l on Innlhi“ Boulevard to more lh.ul 350 stores lhlnughnul the

country. The original Jamba Juice on Foothill and Chorro Street will give a free anniversary mug to the first 120

people who visit the store and will be handing out free drinks from 2 to 5 p.m. next Monday, April 19.
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“Rainbow sherbert, strawber-
ries, bananas and gummy
bears.”

Brendon Soltis, computer en-
gineering junior

“Apples, Skittles, oranges and
steak.” .

Aaron Soo, computer engj-
neering junior
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“Something exotic.”

~ -Jorge Garibay, anima science

“Peaches and raspberries.”

Laura Crane, ag business ju-
nior

“Strawberries, Starburst and
M&MSs.

Hristin Buck, business admin-
istration freshman
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& Cuba claims to have around one million
excess jobs, according to Raul Castro

see Castro, page 4
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JORDAN (MCT)
Obama met with Jordanian King
Abdullah 1l on Monday to discuss

Mideast peace talks as well as what

President

to do abourt Iran’s nuclear ambi
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for the tormal opening of its nu
clear summit Monday afternoon.
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FOLLOW POLY DEALS
FOR MORE GREAT DEALS
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OF THE WEEK

No substitutions please.
Stop by Starbucks in the UU today!

Buy a grande drip coffee and
recelive a FREE grande Dark Cherry
Mocha or Creme Bruléee Latte!

Limit one per customer per day. Offer ends April 16, 2010 and good
at Campus Dining locations only. Visit Starbucks in the UU for details.

Castro

continued from page 3

castern Granma province alone
have 3,000 unnecessary vmplnyum
the newspaper quoted Luis Munoz,
a member of the CTC’s pln\'imi.ll
secretariat, as saying,

“All will remain in their jobs,
but depending on the possibilities
many will be reassigned to useful
and productive jobs,” the newspa-
per noted. “Cuba will never resort
to the easy and inhumane formulas
of neoliberalism, based on massive
dismissals.”

Gary Maybarduk, who served
as counselor for political and eco-
nomic affairs at the U.S. diplomat
1997

comments

ic mission in Havana from
1999,

indicate that he’s aware of the mas-

said  Castro’s
sive problems facing an economy
battered by the global crisis, three
hurricanes and its own massive in
ethciencies.

“The government is beginning
to recognize its problems, but isn't
ready to do anything about it yet
because it has neither the capital
nor the ability to create significant
numbers of new jobs,” he said.

“It indicates an incapacity to
generate productive jobs that is
Olympian, Guinness Book of Re-
cords,” said Jorge Sanguinertty, for
mer pn‘\idcn[ of the Association for
the Study of the Cuban Economy.
“But that’s been the Cuban govern
ment’s problem since 1962,

“And that's why underemploy
ment is ridiculously high there,”
said Archibald Ritter, a professor at
Carleton University in Ottawa who
specializes in the Cuban economy.

Many day-care centers and even
some two-star hotels in Cuba have
their own nurses and doctors — not
on call, but full time, Ritter said in
a telephone interview.

What's more, when the govern

ment shut down more than 70 sug

ar mills beginning in 2002, their
100,000 employees kept 40 percent
of their salaries while they trained
for other jobs, said Jesus “Marzo”
Fernandez, a former top Cuba gov
ernment economist now in Miami.

Fernandez added that while he
was initially surprised by Castro’s
one-million figure, it made sense
in light of recent reports that some
Cuban enterprises have shut down
because of the lack of foreign sup-
plies needed for production.

Cuba has severely cut back im-
ports in the past year because of a
liquidity crisis sparked by drops in
its main sources of hard currency

remittances, nickel exports and
tourism. Maybarduk noted that
Cuba’s own statistics show that em-
ployment in the “communal, social
not further
defined rose from 951,000 in
2000 to 2.1 million in 2008.

“This appears to be the govern-

and personal sector” —

ment soaking up all the people out
there who were not in formal-sector
jobs, maybe working in the black
market,” he said.

the island’s

Sanguinetty said

government has always kept as
many people as possible on offi
cial salaries in part to be able to
proudly report very low unemploy
ment figures, in part to keep an eye
on them.

‘Fidel (Castro) always wanted
(o Il.l\'k' I)L'()PI(' dal \\()I‘l\, o u)l]lh)'
them,” said Sanguinetty. “They
don’t want people on the streets, so
they sacrihice economic efhciency
for ]N)llllu.ll C”ikit'llk'\'.“

[hough Raul Castro told the
young communists that no one
would be left without a job, he also
made it clear that the economic cri
sis Cuba faces these days requires
sharp cutbacks in government
spending.

“To continue spending beyond
the income means eating our fu
ture,” he said, "and putting at risk

the survival of the revolution.”

Schools out,

body found

at elementary school

Jennifer Squires

SANTA CRUZ SENTINEI

BOULDER CREEK, Calif. A
school employee found a dead body
on an outdoor, second-story balcony
at Boulder Creek Elementary School
on Monday morning, a grisly discov-
ery that canceled school while Sher
iff' s Ofhce detectives determine what
happened.

The teacher found a white man in
his 30s or 40s dead around 7:10 a.m.
and called 911, according to Boulder
Creek Volunteer Fire District Fire
Chief Kevin McClish.

“We basically got there, saw he
was deceased and waited for the sher
iffs to show llp.“ he said.

Deputies were at the school to
investigate Monday morning; blood
was found at the scene, according to
the Sherift’s Office.

“It’s suspicious,” Sgt. Dan Cam
pos said. “Everything is suspicious
until we know what went on.”

Information about the man’s
identity or how he died has not been
released. It also wasn't immediately
clear how long the man had been on
the balcony.

It’s standard procedure for detec-
tives to investigate deaths that occur
outside the presence of a medical
professional

Steve Burley, director of mainte
nance for Boulder Creek Elemen-
tary School, said the teachers went
into a staff meeting with the school
superintendent soon after the body
was found. He said the teacher who
found the dead man “was shaken
up.”

The dead man was not a school
employee, according to sheriff's Sgt.
Bill Gazza.

Students were on spring break last
week; Monday was supposed to be
their first day back since April 2.

Some school staff had been on
campus during the vacation, said
Julie Haff, superintendent of San
Lorenzo Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, who referred turther questions
to the Sheriff’s Ofhce.

Ihe balcony is accessible without
going into the building, a free-stand-
ing classroom facility toward the rear
of the school, McClish said.

The school, which serves about
500 students, is in Boulder Creek, in
Santa Cruz County.

Second gr.ulcr Neal Fleck, 7, came
to school with his dad and sister to
find the campus closed. Fleck said he
didn’t know yet why class was can-
celed, but was happy to have spring
break stretch a day longer.

School is planned to be in session
on Tuesday, Haff said.




Is the recession over?
Economists aren’t sure

Kevin G. Hall
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6:00 to 7:00 p.m. K - 8 Watershed Science

GARBAGE
PATCH

The science behind
all the trash-talk

|'n|\ri‘! ‘«.II\i

Science Café at Downtown Brew, 1119 Garden
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sampling in the Gyre |

Friday, April 16

Science Café at-the Kennedy Library, 2nd Floor
Café Lounge, Bldg 35 at Cal Poly

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Sampling in the Gyre il

Saturday, April 17

Science Café at the Exploration Station,
867 Ramona, Grover Beach

10:30 a.m. 10 11:30 p.m. :
Pre-K to 8 More Watershed Science/
Sampling the Gyre

Sy Svinod gewwie, wrie & himanitle
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Pride Center to host documentary
for Day of Silence Wednesday night

are closeted that we don't even know  day,” Boswell said. film will be a way to look into LG

about,” Boswell said. “I think 1t BTA issues. Boswell discovered the

Ke”y Cooper oinning in 1996, it has grown into

the largest student-based campaign Biological sciences senior Seth
to bring attention to LGBTA issues.  speaks not just about gay rights, but ~ Winkenwerder said class assign-  film after the Pride Center showed

a film in February 2008 by the same
director, Kirby Dick. The film, titled
“This Film is Not Yet

\ll('\\\'\ \k'l]\()lxllil‘ .ll]\{ moviec rat

But because some students are un about politicians that are voting just  ments, his positions as student co

Allies will
) ()
the 2009 documentary

[he film

Pride Center

able to participate, the Pride Center  to appease certain pcnplc,” ordinator at the Pride Center and

is showing the film in honor of the Boswell said the film will be a his role as a peer counselor with Rated,” ad

PRISM, Cal l’()l_\'\ LGBTA peer

counseling and mentoring team, are

ent good supplement for those who

Student-«

ray 1‘1;“7'

impaign  for ordinator  for  the support Day of Silence, not only be ings.

held in  Pride Center and physics senior  cause participating may not be fea-  difhcult to do without speaking, es [t was about fiilms that got rated

|

]"‘! !il\iilll l;\M\\\H '\\tlu organized

the event expects a rowd of about

50 and said the film will help i‘,\}lh'
\“l!"‘i\\' \‘MHI

SUCS OnN l'IIL‘II. 1S

[hese are

they're still in ofhce right now. And

your politicians, and

there’s }mv!ulx]\ still many more that

’\Il"l(', [\lll |n\ ausce lI‘\ }Hl\l‘(‘l o lll.ll\\
1 statement on a college campus of
20,000 students « ump.nmi to a ]mgh

“||cn)] lun’\ of 2.000

[t's mainly held at high school
evel. It's not very prevalent because
campuses are so big, whereas in high

school you saw those people every

pecially around people who are not
aware of the event.

[n college, often times the peo
ple that you work with or have class
with are people that you've only
known for a couple quarters, or had
just met out of the purpose of tak
ing that class,” Winkenwerder said

You don't have enough of a connec
tion to rely on non-verbal commu
nicaton to get your point across

However, participation is not en
tirely impractical at the college level
Journalism sophomore Ebony Chet
to, the Student and Life Leadership
student assistant for the Pride Cen
ter, plans on contacting her friends
and protessors prior to the event

| probably will talk to them or
write them an e-mail before. Usually
the professors are cordial with this
event, and I'm really excited to par
ticipate. And the more people who
do it, the bigger impact it will have,”
Chetto said.

Whether students participate, the

‘R’ or 'NC-1
uous standards,” Boswell said
\flk'l

W «‘\‘l\\ 120

for seemingly ambig
viewing the hlm a few
Boswell said it was a
suitable film to show because of it
intimate look into the personal live
of closeted gay politicians and their
adamant campaigns against pro-LG
BT legislation

[t was

more about hy poOCris)

more than it was about P(lllll\‘
Boswell

opening to see how closeted some

\.H\i ]l was I\Ik'll\ V¢
of thesc }mh(l\l.m\ are and voting
against things that they should sup
pn\u“\ \H}\pull

[he hlm not only focuses on
the scandals of closeted politicians
such as Idaho senator Larry Craig
and Florida governor Charlie Crist
but also openly gay politicians such

Frank

Baldwin

as congressman Barney and

Congresswoman lammy
[hus, the documentary intends to

provide an unbiased look at homo

see Documentary, page 8

Nation's Best

| ‘-ﬁaﬂon’: Best

»

Media Kit/
Rate Card

1st

COURTESY PHOTO
“Outrage,” directed by Kirby Dick, exposes closeted gay politicians who cam-
paign for anti-gay legislation. The film is being shown for Day of Silence April 16.
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Rectal exams and

share a common bon

L=

Sometimes in life, it's OK to be selfish.

At a recent doctor’s visit, the phy
siclan .l\lx(‘\l me \\lln'l’lt'l [\i Plt""l o
have my rec

: |
ZIve a urine \JIIII‘I\' Ol1

tum swabbed to check for syphilis

Unfortunately for me, the physician’s
which

Wed

already struck up a lively conversation

assistant \\Il(\ wa ISKINEg 1M

- | 11 l
mctnoa mi }‘h'h' was charming

1ibout how !!.(['\l\'lllix [ should be hay

ing routine ST checks, and also briefly

talked men. Wi

along hne. As a

seemed to k'« geting
health care provider,
I'd give her two thumbs up for bedsid
manner

[he problem was that I chose to

give a urine sample, but for the wrong

[ liked this

want to ‘\il' 4Ny llllll*_'

reasons woman, and didn’

that would affect

1

our “friendship.” I'm sure she would

hay been professional but in my

mind exposing my elf to this woman

would have ruined her day. This was
oI her ut{\ h“»

\!l'i [ wdas Wol

medical tests on

someone who, as part
pulph they have HI\
ried that performing

IIL\QI\

her uncomfortable

‘»\Hlll\‘y
\\III:I\\’

that might

my (most }Hxlllil‘- AN
make
\Hnll‘{"ll (0 not get a test
onceivably, have saved my life

[he fact that other people’s feelings
what

are HHPHII.IIII (O us IS \'\}‘.H.Il\ 5

\\ }I( n it

originated in us, the human race gained

people from (most) animals

the power of community, since we
were now driven to not hight amongst
ourselves. When making a decision, we
weigh the benefits versus the hardship
lh('\ \\HllI\{ cause nl}!(‘l 5

[he same process exists in the deci

\\}HH l Ai(\l\it‘. [|)L

other persons feelings count for some

sion to ’l.l\( SCX

thing, While this protects me from

being a rapist, or any of other type

of asshole, it doesn’t always result in

what’s best for me

]‘.\ lk‘\‘ll l\llu\\ll o |l,l\\ SCX

when ] \il\il)l J\lll.l”\ want 1o

but the other person did Wheth

er | have nothing better to do, or

1
whether 1 dont want to make a

SCCIC sometimes Ylllllz’\ h.li“‘&'ll

Sometimes, | later wonder whether
It Was a gou u’ hin.« Oor not

[here could be many reasons
difhicult. You

\uuH SC¢ l}ll\ ;ulum cvenry \i.!\‘ you

why retusal could be
\HHH work !ug[(‘lbul Ol I}lu'\ ullllni
know your parents [hey could be
the nicest person in the world, or
theyv could have just been really nice
[hey

that night could have bought

vou dinner, and although vyou
KNOw 'M it youre not 'liblll".”\‘(l\ VOul

clhsh for want

might feel a little
|
INg to have vour cake and not eat
It 10O
[ her e many isons why
w should refuse sex: It yvou or

our partner hawve disease, the

proection voure using wont \l()l‘
the spreading of any disease, if the
person is under 18 and youre not

wccording to the law), if the other

person 1S drunk or tor some other
reason could not be thinking clear
ly, if they are your cousin or if you
\1«']1[ want to

[t is safer to not have sex if you're
| Il(ll\' |I~ CasIcl \.|I\|

cven unsurc

than done, but while you might

Miss out on scx WX MmMay !‘( WOI

see Sex, page 8

sex Beach cleanup and after party

honoring Earth Day planned for Saturday

Dave Meyers

DMEYERS. MD@GMAIL.COM

An Avila Beach

ture more (Il.ll\ P&'HPI(‘ PIC l\lllg up

cleanup will fea

trash

[he event, held light ot Na
Earth Day, is sponsored by
Surfrider
Firestone  Walker
Brewing and Nectar Ales. Mr.
Rick’s Beach Bar and Night Club is

also collaborating on the event and

tional
the local Lll.llwlu of the

Foundation,

\\l” ]1()\!
local reggae band The
D] Shaggy this Saturday.

Sounds like

an after-party, featuring

Kicks and

righteous beach

cleanup,” said local surfer and
Cal Poly

Mitchell

cvent

nutrition senior Lindsey

after hearing about the

[he event will not only leave

one of the most popular local

beaches clean, but also further en
vironmental efforts by the Surfrider
|“H”(i.”|1'[|

[he San Luis Bay

local branch of a

Surfrider
ll)llllkid(l()” 1S a
nonproht international group that
]nll‘\ (o }\Iulnl (hk’ \\Ull\ll\ oceans.
[hey have been working to protect
ind maintain the quality of Cen
tral (

for more than

alifornia oceans and beaches
25 years

[he beach cleanup is open to all
who would like to participate and
will begin at 10 a.m. at the Avila
Beach Pier

Evan Dyer, a representative tfrom
Firestone Walker and Nectar Ales,
said he is excited about another op
portunity to support a local envi
ronmental cause

We're going to try to get back
n lln‘ \l('cl\ .HMI gcl PL'UPI(' covelr
ing every inch of the beach to find
as much trash as we can,”

Avila Beach is
place. We want to do anything we

Dyer said.
Plk'l(\' awesome
can to keep it that way.”

[he beach cleanup will fnish
around 1 p.m., and participants are
encouraged to stick around for the
after party, which will begin on the
Mr. Rick’s patio at 2 p.m. and has
no cover charge. The patio borders
the Avila Beach boardwalk and The
Kicks will be playing sets through-
out the afternoon with D] Shaggy
hlling in the gaps.

Mr. Rick’s booking and promo-
tions manager, Levi Caron, is part-
nering on the Earth Day event to
raise funds for the Surfrider Foun-
dation.

There

sandwiches for sale

will be barbecue tri-tip
and massive
amounts of Nectar Ale, Caron said.
wTo support the cause, Mr. Rick’s
and Nectar Ales

have agreed to

U —

NecTor AL8 and Sugf Rmen Foundalion pregenT

M. Rick's '

NECTOR ALE'S PROCEEDS

WILL 6O TO THE SURF
RIDER FOUNDATION

COURTESY PHOTO

The Avila Beach cleanup is being held in light of Earth Day. The

cleanup and after party is open to anyone who wants to participate.

donate three dollars for every pint
of Nectar Ale sold to the Surtrider
Foundation.

“We are very grateful to have the
collaboration and support of Fires
tone Walker and Nectar Ales,”
Jeft Pienak, chairman of the
chapter of the Surfrider Founda
tion. “We '

with
them on our events, and we also

\.H\i
|<'\.ll
love partnering
love their beer.

Dyer said Firestone Walker and
Nectar Ales have chosen to support
the Surfrider Foundation as often
as possible because they share a love
for the Central Coast.

Though the Surfrider Founda-
tion holds regular beach cleanups,
this will be the first event for na
tional Earth Day.

“I think this really has the po
tential to become an annual thing,”
Caron said.

The Kicks is also very excited

about being a part of the event. It is

an increasingly popular band who
deliver a soultul blend of roots-era
reggae, jazz and ska music

“It going to be a fun onc

}\I\l\\ I\.l\i \1|l

said. “Anything we can to support

|
especially

guitarist Claire

I(M ll]\. W¢
\\ H’l

being

a good cause,
jump on l]l( u;“,‘utl\llllr\
many of our band members
surfers, we dehnitely love what the
Surfrider Foundation does

All the members of the six-piece

al Poly

majority of them met

band are ( alumni and the
in the dorms

Most of the

them lived in a house together their

th‘ll’ tuwhm.m vear

second year, where they played

music nightly and established the

foundation for what would become

”\(‘ KI\ k\

“We just started jamming to
gether regularly and having a great
time,” Claire said. “That’s where

the name The Kicks comes from;

we just jammed for kicks.’

Stenner Glen

Student Living at its finest
| Short Walk - Large Rooms « Low Cost « Great Food

www.stennerglen.com
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“Exorcist” author brings philosophy and thrill to new novel

; .,
| Great Amenities...
_ » Your own bedroom in 3-Bedroom Units

« Each Bedroom is individually leased

« Fitness center equipment and Heated Pool

« Computer Lab with FREE Internet Access

« Recreation Center/Billiards/Ping Pong
, « TV Lounge with 72" Big Screen and VCR

« Walk to Shopping Center and Restaurants

« On SLO City Bus Route

nvenient Leasing Options
juced Noise Hours after 10pm
Nscount of & I for Superior Grades
lair nance Department
. 1 ff { \fler-Hd A stance
$ ! A $
+ Newly renovated Rec Center
Apply Now and Recieve
1ST MONTHS RENT
s I so of f s cowon

‘:
| 1 coupon per applicant expires 8/1/10

Must be new applicant. Cannot be combined with other offers
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Scrabble should keep with tradition

The longer I'm alive, the more | love
Scrabble. Whether playing with my
family or with good friends, I always
have a good time. Plus, it consistently
provides me with a good challenge,
whether its beating an accomplished
foe or topping my best personal score.

When it comes to the game, I'm
pretty traditional: I don like using a
dictionary for help and get frustrated
when time constraints or a difficult
board preclude a correct finish o a
game.

So you can imagine my weeping
and gnashing of teeth when  officials
announced last week that the new ver-
sion of the game will allow for the use
of proper nouns in regular play. This
undoes the 80-year-tradition of allow-
ing only common nouns, in addition
to words that make up the other parts
of speech.

After searching the Mustang Daily’s
wire service for a re-

count of this abomination, I came up
empty handed. And since I could not
let the occasion pass without putting
something in the paper, [ was implored
by good conscience to write something
myself.

And although today some news
organizations were reporting that the
rule change would only apply to a
new ‘Scrabble-like’ game released from
and not Scrabble itself, the problem re-
mains either way.

Mattel officials say the reason for the
rule change is to “encourage younger
people” to enjoy the game and to in-
crease sales, which are lower than in
years past. However, the term ‘younger
people’ might as well be replaced with

the harsher ‘dumber people.” Instead of

digging deep into intelligences honed
by reading and critical thinking, Mat-
tel assumes the youth of today would
prefer the cop-out method of naming
any proper noun that comes to mind
or any product they happen to see ly-
ing around the room when playing.
And when [ say ‘any proper noun
that comes to mind, that’s L’\.lkll)'
what I mean. As far as what is accept-
able, the verdict will lie with the play-
ers. Unlike the current rules, which
feature official word lists, the most
popular being the Tournament Word
List (T'WL), there will be no ofhcial

inventory of acceptable people,

N\ oo things that
\

\ count as
ac oy tual words
in the

%%

.,E

new game.

That means anything will go. It
means MTV-crazed tweens could play
‘Snooki’ and ‘Speidi.” [t means my less-
Scrabbled friends could play any word
she or he sees in the room, like ‘l’cphi“
‘Intel’ or ‘Coors.” Although these words
garner small point numbers by them-
selves, it’s the little things that add up.

Speaking of the little things, it’s
sometimes the tiny words that make
for big scores. Besides chance, Scrabble
is about strategy. My personal method
is racking up huge point numbers with
small words.

Over the years, ['ve pcrﬁ'ucd the
two-letter-word play, sometimes (of-
ten) making three or four words at
once, by building a word directly next
to another. It's my answer to my op-
ponents  bingos (seven-letter words),
which give the player an added 50
points (although I'm slowly getting
better at those, t00).

[t took me a long time to learn all
the two-letter words; | even have a list
taped up by my desk for reinforcing
memorization durmg downtime at
work. Sure, enthusiastic Scrabble nov-
ices can remember the standard "Qi,
Za, and "Xi' to get out of tough spots,
but what about the subder ‘Si,” “Ti, ‘Ya'
and the other 94 accepted words (all
legitimate common nouns or interjec-

tions or verbs), which can add a lot of

points to a score, depending on where

they're played.
World-record-holding-Scrabble-

Michael

down in history with his game score

scorer Cresta, who went
of 830 points in 2006, also set the
record for the highest-scoring
word, ‘quixotry,” for which

he earned 365 points. Al

though chance and smarts

more than likely came into
play for Cresta’s big move,
I'm sure none of it would be
possible without a lot of practice
As a player who only breaks 400
once in a blue moon, | can artest
to the power of training in per
fecting strategy. And to discredit
all those years of hard work in favor of
casy plays would be a travesty.
Furthermore, the traditional rules

have worked for a reason; Scrabble is

a science. It was designed around the
English language and the number of
times of words and letters appear com
p.llul o ()lhcr\.

Scrabble was invented by American
architect Alfred Butts, who built his
own board after caretully figuring out
the frequency with which the 26 letters
of the English alphabet appear.

Although I can't speak for him, my
guess is that Butts would not be happy
with the rule change, it only because of
the Lh.l”cngcs it poses to the 100-let-
ter tile suppl)‘. Certain proper nouns
have changed the frequency of certain
letters in L'\’L'r’\'d‘l’\' \pcnh. Of course,
all language changes with time, but
this is just ridiculous. Who could have
anticipated vowel-less band names
like “MGMT” or the perhaps accept-
able, but ultimately problematic, mis-
spellings like the ones in “Inglourious
Basterds?” And what about horrific
singer ‘Ke$ha' and her misspelled hit
“Tik Tok,” both of which could be
played with the help of a blank tile or
two. Through all the language changes,
interjection additions and slang shifts,
Scrabble has accommodated the Eng
lish language for nearly a century while
keeping the rules fairly constant. But
this might be oo much o keep up
with.

It Scrabble keeps evolving to keep
up with all these new nouns, the next
thing to change will be the point desig-
nations. And | don't know what 1'd do
without counting on a 10-point Z or
Q at the end of a game to deliver that
final blow to my valiant opponent. |
can't imagine a world with 10-point Es
or two-point Ks. And I dont think I'm
alone.

So please, Mattel, keep the old rules,
a dumbed-downed

”li\

change will set an awful precedent in

and don't release

version of my favorite game
(Ik' .lll(‘.l\l\' pl\\.lllnll\ \\I.l'\l)k' \\nrH‘
And Scrabble lovers, do your part and
play the right way. Keep Scrabble a
beacon of stability and smartness in

Oour .lll('.ld\’ qll('\lmn.l'\k‘ C lllllll('

Emilie Egger is a history and English
senior and Mustang Daily editor-in

chief.

Earth Day celebrates its 40th anniversary

The first Earth Day on April 22,1970,
was celebrated by more than 20 mil-
lion Americans across the country,
striving to uphold the natural envi-
ronment as a global issue. That date
is seen as the turing point in the en-
vironmental movement of the 1970s,

as three major pieces of legislation

grew from the rise in consciousness
across the nation and world, be it the
Clean Air, Water and Endangered
Species Act. Together, they are seen
as the most notable pieces of envi-
ronmental legislation in the United
States history.

Over the years, Earth Day has
continued to be a time to reflect back
upon Mother Earth, whom we often
take for granted. It is a time to look
forward with a positive outlook for
a brighter future of environmental
stewardship, as we collectively share
the ability to transform the very es-

sence of our existence. The 30th
anniversary in 2000 was celebrated
with the theme of climate change,
calling for an increase in action to-

wards mitigating the ill effects of

a warming climate. This spurred
awareness in the minds of millions
of people across the world, and has
since transitioned towards methods
to increase sustainability at the com-
munity level.

The celebration of Earth Day
is stronger now than ever, as more
people support protecting the health
of the environment. People from
across the nation are promoting the

40th anniversary of Earth Day with

events that encourage members of
local communities to become active
participants in support of a healthier
environment by raising awareness
and galvanizing individuals to take
action.

As we apprvach the 40th anni-
versary next Thursday, April 22, the
passion for giving rise to a movement
based on a genuine concern for Earth
has never been greater. Here on cam
pus, the Empower Poly Coalition and
ASI have decided to promote Earth
Day by celebrating a week-long event
called Focus SLO, Earth Week 2010.
[he event will be held at locations
across campus from April 19 o 24.
The event will support themed days,
including recycling, energy conser
vation, sustainable food systems,
transportation and water. The events
during the week involve a club fair
on Monday, yoga and acoustic music
on Tuesday, a resource fair and trade
show, a real food challenge workshop
and a speech by Hunter Francis and
Auden Schendler on Wednesday. On
Thursday, events will include a live

art performance, a concert featuring

Killa Gorilla during UU hour and a
special bike night event. On Friday,
Career Services and Net Impact will
host a green job fair in Chumash
Auditorium. On Saturday, the third
annual Be The Change Conference
will take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
lhe conference intends to inform
students of the necessary skills to be
eftective leaders on campus.

Focus SLO is a perfect time for
Poly

dedication to protecting the environ

us Cal students to show our
ment. So drop by a few events during
Earth Week and show your support.

l‘()l d \(Hll}‘l('lt‘ ]I\I ol llu' cvents
during Focus SLO, visit www.focus

\ln.u)nl

Iyler Hartrich is a city and regional
planning senior, Empower Poly coali
tion vice president and Mustang Daily
columnist,
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write a letter

Mustang Daily reserves the right to
edit letters for grammar, profanities
and length. Letters, commentaries
and cartoons do not represent the
views of the Mustang Daily, Please
limit length to 250 words. Let-
ters should include the writer's full
name; phone number, major and
class standing. Letters must come

from a Cal Poly &-mail account. Do

nof send letters as an attachment.
Please send the text in the bodly of
the e-mail.

By e-mail:

mustangdailvopinions@grmall.com

By mail:

Letlers 10 the Editor

Building 26, Room 226

Cal Poly, SLO 334(

Oniline:

MuSta ’«”",
COFT?C%]OHS
The Mustar g Daily

N publishing a dah

the Cal POl camy

Y. V IPprecite
your readership and are thankful for
your careful reading. Please send
your comechion suggestions 10
mustangdaily@gmail.com.

notices

The Mustang Dally is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
full authority to make all content de-
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| Gisions without censorship or ad-

vance approval.
The Mustang Dally ig a frée news-

| paper; however, the removal of

more than one copy of the paper
per day s subject to the cost of 50
cents per issue,
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Senior Steffi Wong isn’t afraid of a little

Allnef‘ VilSQUCZ far a 1¢ could g« rrom iui home \‘\.\||<H he was about 10 ye llv<l|({ N ke anyonce
‘ . Now, as a senior, shes helped her caught the attention of Canadian Even at that voung age, Wong
1m irn a No. 58 national !.mi-.lni coach Casey Curtis howed a propensity tor the £aImge
TR A g ind a 13-5 record, while also gradu She was willing to work really  But in order to pursue it, she had to
Id. a neiehbor found her wanderine iing with a biomedical engineering  hard, because at the time there was a  sacrifice a lot. For example, in high
down the road near her home in rural  degree this spring coach that was willing to take her on, school, Wong would go to bed at 9
Canada. Wone's mother. Lilv. said she [ think I try to challenge myself  Lily Wong said. “But he wouldn’t just  on Friday nights before tournaments

ume home to hnd the house quiet '\”“"9'-'\‘?““""" \\““f»'\‘“‘l- Be

SHOLS eator: Bhan Le L os Hantae

mustangcalysportseegrmat o

challenge

She attended a private Anglican school
ind initially l||‘|\n-§ volleyball, soccer
ind other sports with her triends. But
1S 4 Junlor, \\wll*( A{m I«i\«| (O pursu

no other sport but tennis. She also

see Wong, page 11

‘IHi the ]!::tfllll '\ll‘)}‘i'\t\H\ nap cause | IIHHL' it \H” }H'l}" me grow
She added this is one of the rea

ons she moved all the way to Califor

[ think I try to challenge myself
as much as possible ... because I

think it will help me grow up.

—Steffi Wong
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And then the doorbell rines and  nia, didn't quit her difhcult major and

my neighbor comes up and asks mxe Stuck with tennis

Does your daughter have pigtails [he sport has been a part of her life

she said since betore she could walk. Wong's
On that particular day, the young mother said she and her husband,
Wong woke p from her nai ind who met in dental school, both P|<|‘\
lecided to explore nbeknownst  tennis. But in Canada, public tennis
to her erandn \v‘,“ er and nanny he courts are almost ll']}‘u\\lk‘]; to flll«{
climbed out of the crib, opened the So when Wong was a baby, her par
wrage door and started wanderine nts built their own

he neichborhood in shorts and bare [he kids had a tennis court in
foot our backyard to play on,” Lily Wong
Fiechteen vea ¢ | v ud. “Steth learned to walk there. She

t the pigtail ut W ‘ {. learned to do a lot of things there
dent. Wi he decide And ultimately, Wong learned not
play tennis, but to play it well
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Stefli Wong (above) has been an instrumental part of her team’s success this year. This season the Mustangs have a (13-5) record.

John Jeansonne ' nim in pinstripes. i

( | { } \‘«l.. )
d
¢ debit ' W a picture or him u pring
! HnNnine outhelder Brett Gardner
Vonl Stadium have fol ud, “and saw him on 1TV the other
m ACTO he street to  day. It didn't seem quite r;j_ziml

v palace, a tamilidr soul most Matsui still will be wearing No
n will reappear Tuesday 55. He still will be twitching his
possibly to haunt his former mates right elbow, waiting in the batter’s
their 2010 home openet box, threatening the sort of offen-
\nd cine Hideki Matsui  sive impact that earned him the
\ d the garb of a celestial be MVP award in last year’s World Se
nber of the Los Aneeles  ries, when he hit an otherworldly
Aneels of Anaheim after his seven 615 with three home runs and
horoughl professional  seasons ¢ight RBIs. After his first six games
vith the New York Yankees of the ©n the West Coast, he is batting a
Bro e a bit spool robust .417, with two homers and

‘ rolng to be strange Yan five RBIs
[he large contingent of Japa
nese media still will follow his ev

ery move. Sl ingo Horie of LIP.IH\

su‘do!ku NHK broadcast network estimated
TODAY'S SOLUTIONS that easily 25 to 30 re porters and
imeramen are chronicling his An
"(i\ 1\“!1'”\» as I]H'\ kil«i \\}Hl\ }I(‘
123 8 17 89 was a Yankee. Reporters from Ja
I 4 9IB8 3i218:5:1 pan, Horie said, generally Spe nd
| 8 6 519 1 714 2 3 three vears on the Matsui beat, re
l i W p ) 418 7 5 locating to the United States from
X : . . 1. % .
| - pring training through the World
9 18127513 4 6
N ) {
‘ 4 ! 716 8 319 1 ) \ A I "
| - . » . J — viatsut already has a >100 Llu’t{
y £ Q | \ \
| 4 \ 3 0 8|1 9 4 pla 1 } to INew York City (as
| 3 8 114 2 915 6 7 does his translator, Roger Kahlon
l 09417 6:112:'3:8
| see Matsui, page 11  After playing seven seasons in the Bronx, Hideki Matsui (above) will return to Yankee
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stadium — just wearing a different jeresy.



