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Sandy Point
National Wildlife Refuge

Vehicle Regulations
"Drive Safely"

Speed Limit of 15 mph is strictly enforced.

Single Lane Road. All vehicles yield to oncoming traffic.

All vehicles must meet USVI| Motor Vehicle requirements.

All vehicles are restricted to main access road and designated parking areas.
Violators are subject to fines and/or arrest.

All accidents, injuries and incidents occurring on Sandy Point NWR should be

reported immediately to USFWS Law Enforcement: 340.690.9451
340.690.8325

Virgin Island Police Department: o

SEASONALLY CLOSED
April through August

On Weekends and Weekdays
due to Sea Turtle Nesting

ALL PUBLIC ENTRY IS PROHIBITE
DURING SEASONAL CLOSURE
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Background

7 sea turtle species

Status: vulnerable
to Critically
Endangered

~20% of eggs laid
never hatch

Land and water
predators

Estimated 1in 1000

hatchlings reach
Leatherback hatchlings emerging from a nest adulthood




Natural Obstacles

Hatchling climbing over a branch




Hatchlings emerging between plants




Hatchling climbing over sargassum




Sargassum fluitans
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Location of where hatchlings would have been released if there was less sargassum
(7/27/2015)
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Anthropogenic debris impact on juveniles & adult turtles

Alejandro Failabrino, 2014







Objective

To evaluate the the amount of anthropogenic marine
debris and Sargassum fluitans on the south beach at Sandy
Point National Wildlife Refuge and its potential impact on
sea turtle hatchlings



Methods

Transect #1 (120 to 100) Transect #2 (120 to 140)
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Item Total

Hard plastic fragments 594 F
Foamed plastic fragments 284 6
Plastic rope/small net pieces 272

Bottle or container caps 210

Film plastic fragments

Plastic beverage bottles

108 &= |
93

Other plastic

71

Metal fragments

58

Other jugs or containers

49

Cups (including polystyrene/foamed
plastic)

33

Aluminum/tin cans

Fabric pieces

Straws

Other rubber

Personal care products

Lumber/building material

Flip-flops

Glass beverage bottles

Buoys & floats

Glass fragments

Disposable cigarette lighters

Bags

Food wrappers

Other cloth/fabric

Other processed

Plastic utensils

Fishing lures & line

Tires

Rubber fragments

Other metal

Other glass

Other/unclassifiable

Gloves

Glass jars

Balloons
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All items collected from the surveys

Total of 1, 966 items

986 pieces of plastic fragments
(hard, foamed, and filmed)




Items Collected from Surveys

W Hard plastic fragments
W Foamed plastic fragments
“ Plastic rope/small net pieces
W Bottle or container caps
“ Film plastic fragments
“ Plastic beverage bottles
W Other plastic
W Metal fragments
~ Other jugs or containers
W Cups (including polystyrene/foamed plastic)
“ Aluminum/tin cans
“ Fabric pieces
W Straws
W Other rubber
 Personal care products
W Lumber/building material
“ Flip-flops
“ Glass beverage bottles
“ Buoys & floats
“ Glass fragments
- Disposable cigarette lighters
“ Bags
* Food wrappers
© Other cloth/fabric
~ Other processed
* Plastic utensils
Fishing lures & line
~ Tires
Rubber fragments
Other metal
Other glass
Other/unclassifiable
Gloves
Glass jars
Balloons
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Area of sargassum during surveys
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29-Jun  6-Jul  13-Jul  20-Jul  27-Jul  3-Aug
29-Jun| 6-Jul | 13-Jul | 20-Jul | 27-Jul | 3-Aug
Sargassum (m2) 2,657 | 2,456 | 3,189 | 4,164 4,595 5131



Sargassum

Transect #1 (120 to 100)
Taken on June 29", 2015

First day

Taken on August 379, 2015

Last day




Sargassum

Taken on June 29, 2015 Transect #2 (120 to 140)
First day

Taken on August 374, 2015

Last day




Amount of trash and sargassum during the surveys
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29-Jun 6-Jul 13-Jul 20-Jul 27-Jul 3-Aug
29-Jun 6-Jul 13-Jul 20-Jul 27-Jul 3-Aug
Trash 369 384 272 460 278 203
“~Sargassum (m2), 2,657 | 2,456 | 3,189 | 4,164 | 4,595 | 5131



Conclusion
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Sargassum on west side 2015

Sargassum clean-up in south Caribbean 2011



Sargassum on grassy side 2015
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Daiana Bezerra, 2012

“Marine debris mgested by ]uvenlle green turtle stranded
south-east Brazil
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