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Introduction 
 
Greta Place is a small street located centrally in San Luis Obispo, CA (See Figure 1).  It has a 
unique and distinct mid-century presence that is both a well-preserved and concentrated 
example of a collection of Mid-century single-family homes produced in San Luis Obispo as the 
City began to expand in the 1950s.  It specifically called out in the City’s Historic Context 
Statement when it describes the street as “a cohesive collection of one-story Mid-century 
Modern houses along Greta Place. (p. 118)”  
 
 

 
FIGURE 1: Potential Historic District.  Source: SLO Parcel Viewer. 
 

Eligibility as a Historic District  
While the City’s Context Statement provides a photograph of 2554 Greta Place (p. 124), built in 
1951, as an extant stylistic example of the neighborhood, it is likely that the location is eligible as 
a historic district under the Department of Interior Standards.  Eligibility could be based on 
Criterion C and D given the following factors:  
 

• The majority of homes retain features that date from the period of significance; 
• They reflect post-World War II planning and design principles; 
• The character defining features of the subdivision (original layout, street plan, etc.) 

remain intact with a high degree of aesthetic integrity. 
 

Evaluation of Historic Significance  
Given the potential eligibility, one can validate the importance of the preservation of the 
resource by judging significance.  In the case of Greta Place, the neighborhood forms a unique 
collection of homes when judged against the DOI thresholds for 1) Criteria of Significance and 
2) Resource Integrity. 
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Criteria of Significance 
 

• Criterion A (Event): Properties associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history;   

o Despite its’ unique 1950s design the Greta area does not appear eligible for 
listing in the National Register under Criterion A  (Events). Although the 
commission, design, and construction of the buildings were some of the first of 
their kind in the City, they do not appear to be associated with any events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.  

 
• Criterion B (Person): Properties associated with the lives of persons significant in our 

past;  
o The Greta location does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National 

Register under Criterion B (Persons). 
 

• Criterion C (Design/Construction): Properties that embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of 
a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction;  

 
o The Greta district appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register under 

Criterion C (Design/Construction) as a resource embodying the “distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction.”  Harkening to the 
modernist movement and the Second Bay Region Tradition of San Francisco, the 
structures employs an indoor-outdoor modernist style that was popularly at the 
time.   It uses long clean lines that are tied to the landscape with very little to 
distinguish between the exterior and the interior, as is seen in the photograph of 
1268 Sydney (Figure 2) which shows the relationship of the home to the plane of 
street. 
 

 
FIGURE 2: 1268 Sydney.  Source: William Riggs, PhD. 

 
The Second Bay Region Tradition was a regional mid-century modern design 
movement that flourished in Northern California during the 1950s and 1960s. 
Building on the earlier First Bay Region Tradition, the Second Bay Region 
Tradition was aesthetically opposed to the machine-like glass-and-steel aesthetic 
of European and Southern California modernism. Building upon its regional 
antecedents by architects such as Bernard Maybeck, Julia Morgan, and A.C. 
Schweinfurth, architects working in the Second Bay Region Tradition fully 
embraced the natural elements of Northern California’s landscape and climate to 
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create a distinctive regional idiom.1  This made use of earthy and organically 
derived materials like stone, brick, and wood with an earthy color palate.  
 
The Greta area embodies this mentality often using materials like brick and glass 
in juxtaposition with wood and concrete.  The long linear aspects draw on the 
Southern California modernism while the attention to large window placement 
for ventilation made it possible to take advantage of San Luis Obispo’s temperate 
climate.  Interesting, ornamental diagonal wood posts at entries and planter beds 
on the front facades of each structure provide a loose expression of the California 
midcentury pop culture phenomenon known as “Googie.”2  This hybrid of the 
style provides a blending of it with the Regional Tradition. 

 

   
FIGURE 3: Integrated Planters.  Source: William Riggs, PhD. 
 
Although there are extant examples in San Luis Obispo by those such as Frank 
Lloyd Wright, the collection of home does not appear to be the work of a master, 
however it does provide an excellent concentration of homes designed in the 
modern style.  Local architects who may have worked on this area include 
Mackey Deasy, Homer Delawie, George Hasslein, Warren Leopold, Paul Neel, 
and Piercy K. Reibsamen.3   

 
• Criterion D (Information Potential): Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to 

yield, information important in prehistory or history.  
o Although it is somewhat beyond the scope of this assessment, the Greta area 

offers a unique window into development history.  Being a first-tier, 1950s 
suburb it was designed to accommodate a growing City.  It was also designed in 
a manner that was exclusionary, due to subdivision restrictions that predated the 
Federal Fair Housing Act.  In addition to laying out specific design guidelines the 
Declaration of Restrictions clearly specifies that, “No person of any race other 
than the Caucasian race shall use or occupy any building or lot…” (See 
Appendix 2).   
 
While this exclusionary practice may not have been unique at the time, it harkens 
back to the undertones of the design sentiments for these post-war suburbs.  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Sally Woodbridge, ed., Bay Area Houses (Layton, OH: Gibbs M. Smith Inc, 1988). 
2 Named for a popular coffee shop chain in Los Angeles, the style refers to the flashy and technology-
centered commercial architecture of coffee shops, bowling alleys, motels, and other commercial structures 
that were once common in Los Angeles, Orange County, San Diego, and other centers on the West Coast. 
The style was also popular in the Pacific Northwest, achieving its pinnacle with the Space Needle and 
other structures built for the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair. Common features of the style include upswept, 
butterfly, or parabolic roofs with wide eaves, integrated planting beds, brick or metal cladding and large 
areas of window wall. 
3 Allison Dean Zike, “Mid-Twentieth Century Residential Development in San Luis Obispo,” A Thesis 
presented to the Faculty of California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, June 2012. 
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They typically reflected community-planning principles that grew out of 
Clarence Perry’s neighborhood unit concept.  While this featured a more 
curvilinear street and culs-de-sac street patterns, many times it also espoused 
specific division between classes that resulted in greater levels of segregation 
between groups.  

 

Resource Integrity 
Once a resource has been identified as being potentially eligible for listing in the National 
Register, its historic integrity must be evaluated. The National Register recognizes seven aspects 
or qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. These aspects are: location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. In order to be determined eligible for 
listing, these aspects must closely relate to the resource’s significance and must be intact. 
Overall, the integrity of the Greta area is high for a collection of homes approaching 60 years of 
age. The following outline goes through each of the seven aspects of integrity. 
 

• Location: Almost all of the structures remain intact and have not been moved or 
demolished since completion.  They retain the original layout of subdivision that 
reference Perry’s Neighborhood Unit. 

• Design: The exteriors have undergone few changes (See Appendix 1 for photographs).  
They retain the majority of aspects from the mid-century period of significance and 
reflect post-WWII planning and design principles.  Furthermore  

• Setting: the original layout, street plan, and other planning features retain their integrity. 
• Materials: As mentioned above, the homes along Greta have not undergone any 

substantive interior or exterior alterations.  They retain integrity of Materials. 
• Workmanship: Although the homes were built for an expanding working class, perhaps 

affiliated with CalPoly, the quality of workmanship was high.  The buildings have 
organic materials with redwood framing, concrete slabs and brick and wood detailing.  
They have simple modern layouts indicative of the workmanship and style of the period 
and retain the integrity of Workmanship. 

• Feeling: The corridor as a whole retains a 1950s feeling including the majority of its’ 
historic fabric and setting.  It is distinctive from its’ surrounds and retains the integrity 
of feeling. 

• Association: The homes in this area have retained their association with single-family 
occupancy in the City of San Luis Obispo. While some have become rentals over time, 
most are occupied by working families and professors in San Luis Obispo.   

 

Recommendations 
Given the significance and integrity of the homes on Greta Place, this report recommends that 
the City of San Luis Obispo consider a historic district to ensure their preservation as a 
collection.  These homes are a valuable piece of the City’s cultural fabric and recent past, and 
should be preserved and appropriately maintained. 
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Appendix 1: Photographic Survey of Mid-Century Homes on 
Greta Place 
 

 
Figure 4: 2557 Greta Place. Source: William Riggs, PhD 
 

 
Figure 5. 2554 Greta Place. Source: William Riggs, PhD 
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Figure 6: 2591 Greta Place. Source: William Riggs, PhD 
 

 
Figure 7: 2540 Greta Place. Source: William Riggs, PhD 
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Figure 8: 2545 Greta Place. Source: William Riggs, PhD 
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Appendix 2: Original Subdivision Declarations 
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