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Abstract Objective: To study the relationship between the expression of vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF) and clinicopathologic features and prognosis of patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).
Methods: VEGF protein expression was examined by immunohistochemistry in tumor tissues from 79 HCC
patients undergoing curative resection. Furthermore, the relationships between VEGF expression and clini-
copathologic features or postoperative survival of HCC patients were evaluated.Results: Low VEGF expres-
sion was detected in 54. 4% (43/79) of patients with HCC, and high expression was detected in 45. 6%
(36/79) of patients. VEGF expression was significantly correlated with degree of dendritic cell (DC) infil-
tration, tumor size,and serum AFP level (P<C0. 05),but not with age,gender,degree of tumor differentia-
tion,integrity of capsule,presence of tumor thrombus,and postoperative distant metastasis (P >0. 05).Pa-
tients with high VEGF expression had higher 2-year recurrence rate than patients with low VEGF expres-
sion (83, 3% ws. 60. 5%) (P<C0. 05).No significant
i difference in mean survival time between the high
A and low VEGF expression groups [ (34. 3324, 60)
:2018-04-14 months vs. (35. 30+3. 90) months, P>>0. 05 ].Con-
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clusion;: VEGF expression was correlated with DC infiltration, tumor size and serum AFP level in HCC pa-
tients.High VEGF expression might increase the risk of postoperative recurrence.It suggested that VEGF
could be an indicator of early recurrence in HCC.
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