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The Duality of International Structure
Based on the Sino—US Relations in the Early Days after World War 1I

and the Current US—Taiwan Relations

Li Baotian Shen Huiping

Abstract: In the early days after World War II the United States actively mediated the dispute between the
Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party while “aiding Chiang” which on the surface seems contradictory. Today
its policy towards Taiwan also proves to be contradictory as it claims to adhere to the “one China” policy while under its so
—called “Taiwan Relations Act” interfering in China’s internal affairs and selling weapons to Taiwan on the grounds of
concern for Taiwan security. So far scholars have put forward a lot of interpretations on these contradictions but only failed
to make an in—depth study on the duality of international structure. In fact the duality of international structure will lead to
the duality ( internal tension) of the relations between the actors which can be verified by the US policy towards China in
the early days after World War II and the current US—Taiwan relations. Evently it is under the US—Soviet structure that
American policy towards China came into being in the early days after World War II whereas the current US-Taiwan
relations are deeply influenced by the duality of international structure.
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