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#4) .syaujye( /MH) lau po( #1f1) .chabuduo( Z2A4%) .butong( A[F]) .dyansyin( f5.») .nengkan( &
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Choszle( RAET) Jrdaule( FH13E T) .Shwo bu chu lai( A H ) .Shemma yisz( fFA B ) 450
— SR B [ AL 5 SCAR AR, Eb 4N, hongmu( Z1K) \chaswei( 42f%) .ywansyau( JGF) .syanmei( %%
32) .Chang—o( §R) zongzi( k5 F) kai gwa( JFJI\) .koutou( FI3k) .mahjong pai( FR¥:f#) .bao bomu
( E{-M) kang( 4T) .chi pao( E#) pai ganr wine( %[ T7) .Hanlin Academy( By#kPE) \duan ink—
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BB TR AN 1 B L 15, D Coiling Dragon( J§ F) . first wife( ] A AK) . big mother( K1
13y .0ld Li( 2£7F) Moon Lady( A 218 4R) .Number Two( 3% ) .Number Three( 3% =) .Kitchen God
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one hand, rain with the other( & H 5 JJ) ; A little knowledge withheld is a great advantage one should
store for future use( /NAZMEL K ; lose pieces to get ahead( FEZ{RI1) the double attack from the
East and West shoves( 7 Z<774) ; a double killing without blood( Z% A ULIfL) ; Take even one sweet
and lose your whole life to bitterness. Eat forbidden candy and your stomach pops out( {8 ‘B —[4:F, Wz
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doesn’ t last three good days, the land isn’ t level for even three inches( KJG= H i, # G =) ;
Open the door, you can see the mountain( FF[ ]I 1) o
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A Study of the Language “ Potential” of Chinese American Literature:
In the Case of Amy Tan’s Works

QIU Wen'?, ZHANG Long—hai'"?
(1. College of Foreign Languages & Cultures, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian;
2. College of Foreign Languages, Minan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, Fujian)

Abstract: Aristotle’ s language “potential” is not a static matter, but a complex implementation movement, covering
not only the pre—movement “primitive potential” , the actual movement process and the post—movement “secondary poten—
tial”, but also the different forces applied to the language “potential” by the user, the potential usage standard and the de—
sired communication effect. The language of Chinese American writer Amy Tan’ s works shows a huge “potential”. Amy
Tan creatively uses the unique language with the “primitive potential” of a Chinese—English mix and enables the characters
tell their own stories through the art form of storytelling, thereby achieving the “secondary potential” of language—overtur—
ning the discourse hegemony of standard English—and providing an effective way of self—empowerment for Chinese Ameri—
can. The movement of the language “potential” contains the writer’ s profound reflections on and exploration of the cultural
identity of Chinese Americans. In Amy Tan’s view, Chinese American culture is a unique ethnic culture formed by the fu-
sion of Chinese and American cultural characteristics, and Chinese Americans are a unique ethnic group different from both
Americans and Chinese, which means that they have to constantly reconcile the conflict between the two cultures, find a
balance, and eventually construct self-identity.

Keywords: language “potential”, Chinese—English mix, storytelling, self—empowerment, cultural identity
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