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Abstract: Language performance test is usually associated with assessing of English for Specific Purposes. In this
study a medical English writing test is designed in which the candidates are required to take the roles of doctors to
complete the process of diagnosis and then to write the formal case records based on the information about the patient.
This test is of authenticity and features the format of writing after listening and reading. The rating scale of this test
takes the elements of language proficiency professional skills and assessing criteria for doctors” jobs in reality into
consideration. Three dimensions language performance proficiency understanding and mastery of the patients condi—
tion and the structure and logic of case record are included in the rating scales. The analysis of the rating results
shows that the rating scale has good validity and acceptable reliability. The test characterized by its distinctive test
format and rating scale provides reference for designing and validating similar tests of English for Specific Purposes.
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Suppose that you are Doctor Li Ming. Now you are treating a foreign patient for chest pain. The listening material is
about the dialogue between you and your patient which will cover the necessary information about her. Besides the
written materials such as the referral letter and results of laboratory analysis will be helpful for your diagnosis.

Please try to understand the listening and written materials for a good mastery of the patient’s condition. And

then write a formal case record for the patient which will be used by an international health insurance company.
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