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On the Development Process of “Five Laws of Library Science”
Zhi Xiaojing

Abstract

role in the development of librarianship. Its development process includes three periods: 1. Formative period: It was

“Five Laws of Library Science” is the fundamental principle of library science playing a guiding

firstly proposed by Ranganathan in 1931 and was praised as the standard by the library world. 2. Evolution period: In
1990s “The 6th Law” and Gorman’ s “Five New Laws of Library Science” were put forward to develop Ranga—
nathan’ s five laws. 3. Innovation period: in the 21st century some contemporary librarians expanded Ranganathan’ s
“Five Laws of the Media’

Laws of the Knowledge” etc. Studying the development process of “Five Laws of Library Science” can not only help

five laws innovatively proposing some variants such as “Five Laws of the Web’ “Five
reveal the development of librarianship perfect its theory construction but also predict the direction of library develop—
ment and promote its development.

Key words  Library science; Five laws; Development process
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Discussion of Chinese Library Management Thought
in the Republic Period of China
Su Quanyou
Abstract  During the Republic period of China library management thought was rich in content but the re—

lated research has been done far less. Specifically research on the management thought of comprehensive libraries was
represented by Ma Zongrong and his works of The Theory of Modern Library Management a masterpiece in studying
library history of economic thought in which the theory of “library committee” and financing was comprehensive and
detailed. The library management thoughts of specialized types include: children’ s library rural library public library
school library simple library etc. In short the library management thought content of the Republic period of China is
extremely rich and some ideas and practices can greatly make up the deficiency of current library development so it is
worth learning and putting into practice.

Key words  The Republic period of China; Library history; Management thought
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