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Discussion on the One Field Two Owners and the Emphyteus
in Tang and Five Dynasties
Yang Jiping
Abstract: Scholars generally believe that since the middle Ming Dynasty the emphyteus and the
phenomenon of “one field two owners” have become popular in the southeast region and have spread
throughout the country during the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China. As far as the data at that time
was concerned this theory is undoubtedly reasonable. However with the gradual deepening of the study
especially the successive publication of the tenancy contract for the unearthing of Turpan documents from
the 16th to the Tang Dynasty the above conclusions must be amended. This paper points out that the
contract for subleasing land by Zhu Jinming( 759 or 952 in the mid-Tang dynasty) is the earliest existing
“One Field Two Master” lease contract instance. In 952 it is formally recognized that the original tenants
have the emphyteus to the yingtian of the Ministry of Revenue from the legal level. All of these are not purely
accidental but have their historical background which are the results and signs of the rapid development of
the system of private property rights of land the tenancy system and the contract tenancy system.
Key Words: Tang and Five Dynasties, Contract of Tenancy; One Field Two Owners; Yingtianwu of the
Ministry of Revenue; Emphyteus
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