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Rise and Fall of American High-Rise Public Housing after World War 11

LI Li
( Department of History Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: High-rise public housing was the U.S. federal government’ s low-income urban policy after World War II.
The construction of high-rise public housing helped relieve the housing shortage of low-income families but most high-rise
projects suffered from various problems such as racial segregation poverty concentration crime rampancy and declining
communities; as a result many high-rise buildings were demolished in less than half a century. The main reason for the
short-term rise and fall of high—rise public housing lies not in the microcosmic problems of the project such as architectural
planning policy design and management but in the sacrifice of the interests of the low-income class by the U. S. govern—
ment in the macro transformation of America’ post-war urban policy.
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