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Change and Application of the Regulations of Sailing Ships in early Qing Dynasty
Zhu Qinbin

Abstract: In early Qing dynasty, the government’s limitation on the size of sailing ships can be examined from the
change and application of its regulation. Before pacifying Taiwan, the Qing government did not completely keep ships
from entering the sea.During certain periods or in some specific areas, vessels which fulfilled relevant procedures were
allowed to go out to sea.In these periods,the government controlled the size of ships mainly by restricting the number
of their masts. After the pacification of Taiwan,the Qing government lifted the restraint on maritime trade, but added
the standard load of ships to the restriction on the number of masts. The rule of five hundred picul only applied to
domestic coastal boats,unconstrained for trade ships going to other countries.Since then, the restriction on mast number
lost its function, and crossbeam replaced load weight as the main method for the government to control the size of
ships.The rule of eighteen feet wide beam mostly applied to domestic trade ships;ocean ships were less affected by it.By
the late period of emperor Jiaqing’s reign, even domestic trade ships were free from this bondage.Coastal defense and
people’s livelihood were two limiting factors in the regulation changes of sailing ships in early Qing dynasty, which
caused the difference in regulation and application between ships on inland sea and external ocean.

Keywords: the Qing dynasty;Chinese Junk;regulation;change;application
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