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different bioregions. Her poetic depiction of the biological diversity and adaptability of the flora and fauna
in the bioregion embodies her idea of non-anthropocentrism. In Austin’s descriptions, the local history and
culture are embedded in the geographical space and procession of the time, and meanwhile natural features
of the land helps shape human history and culture. Austin also juxtaposes the biodiversity with human cul-
tural pluralism in the bioregion, demonstrating the possibility of people with different cultural background
living harmoniously in an ecological community.

On the Thought of Animal Rights in Longfellow’s Poems:A Case Study of “The Birds of
Killingworth” Liu Shijun

Longfellow, an American poet in the 19th century, wrote many poems about animals and expressed his
thoughts on animal rights through these poems. Longfellow advocated the survival right of animals in his
“The Birds of Killingworth”, revealed the harm of anthropocentrism, pointed out that harmonious coexis-
tence of man and nature is an ideal way of life, and showed his profound insight into human nature. “The
Birds of Killingworth” reflects Longfellow’s sense of ecological environment protection and historical re-
sponsibility, and has a profound influence on the writing of animal rights in world literature. The origin of
Longfellow’s simple view of animal rights lies in his religious belief and the improvement of personality,
influencing Emerson, Frost and the English poet Hardy.

The Quest of the Way of the Universe on the Wasteland: Pondering on the Solutions to Ecological
Problems of Modern Society in Xu Zhaoshou’s Thinking On Wasteland Chen Xueshi

Thinking On Wasteland written by Xu Zhaoshou is a novel with strong ecological consciousness. The
writer describes the vicissitudes of life of two generations of intellectuals — Xia Mu and Chen Zixing and
their unremitting pursuit of “the way of the universe”. The novel reflects the current natural decay, strong-
ly criticizes the phenomenon of social disorder, and shows the writer’s dream of solving human survival
predicament. The novel contains rich ecological connotations. Wasteland, as a carrier of the spirit of nature
and the field of human’s character and an image combined with human ecological unconsciousness, mod-
ern social illnesses and the author’s ecological ideal, becomes the object and hope for the two generations
of intellectuals to quest the way of the universe, presents the root cause of modern people’s psychological
disorders like fear, distress, depression, anxiety, emptiness, boredom and so on, and thus serves as a start-
ing point for the author to search the way out for human survival.

Ecocriticism, Posthumanism, and the Biological Idea of Culture Helena Feder

With the pace of biological advance on other animal culture, we must challenge the humanist ideology
of culture, the essentialist idea at the core of the humanities. Through a brief discussion on several biologi-
cal study cases of animal culture, the article presents the problems which ecocriticism and posthumanism
are currently facing concerning the idea of culture. Additionally, it traces the problem tracks to their
source, and reveals that a broader and more nuanced notion of culture, a nonspeciesist multiculturalism,
needs to be considered in the realm of ecocriticism, posthumanism and the humanities generally.

The Significance of Industrial Museums to the Research of Environmental History: A Case
Study of Westfalen Industrial Museum in Germany Jiang Shan & Hu Aiguo

Studies of industrial pollution in the Ruhr industrial base of Germany have been constantly the focus
of attention in the studies of Western industrial pollution history. The Westfalen Industrial Museum in the
Ruhr industrial base, the largest of the same kind in Germany, based on its demonstration of industrial
history and studies of industrial pollution history, provides the best site of practical investigation for indus-
trial pollution studies, encourages researchers of environmental history to think and study in a totally new
way and offers helpful and enlightening reference for environmental history studies.
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