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The Encounter between Science and Empire:

British Naturalist Cuninghame” s Scientific Practice in China

LI Meng
( School of Marxism Xiameng University Xiameng 361005 China)

Abstract: The rise and development of modern European natural history together with early capitalist countries’ political and economic expansion
formed the binary symbiosis feedback mechanism. James Cuninghame as a professional physician and a naturalist of the British Empire” s trade fleet was
recognized as the first successful European plant hunter to collect a wide range of special flora in China owing to his rigorous scientific practice and the
magnifying effect of London scientific community. Cuninghame’ s activities of plant — collection and scientific information in Xiamen and Zhoushan was
recognized by British academics commerce companies and the government. The colonial activities of the British Empire and Cuninghame’ s scientific
practice mutually benefited each other. Science transformed knowledge into power while power also transformed interests and aspirations into science.

Key words: James Cuninghame; Natural history; Scientific practice
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