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On the Public Dimension of Historical Materialism

ZHANG Yan-tao
('School of Marxism, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: History is a unique survival mode for humanity. People create human history; they are not only the play—
wrights of history, but also the dramatic personae of history. However, in the prior efforts to understand historical material—
ism, scant attention was given to its public dimension. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct in—depth research and further
clarify the public dimension of historical materialism from the perspective of philosophy. If we wish to continue to write a
new chapter for historical materialism, we must develop and innovate 21st— century Marxism and contemporary Chinese
Marxism. Transforming from “I” to “us” and building a community of common destiny for all mankind are not only expres—
sions of the era for the public dimension of historical materialism, but also original contributions of contemporary China to
historical materialism.

Keywords: historical materialism, publicity, a community of common destiny for all mankind



