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Analysis of Regional International Education Financial-aid System:
Take the New Colombo Plan of Australia as an Example

TENG Manman

(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian 361005 )

Abstract: Influenced by the rise of the Asia—Pacific region and the strong demand of the domestic university
students to study abroad, the Commonwealth of Australia government proposed a new international education
financial-aid system in 2014, the New Colombo Plan, which combines scholarship program, mobility program,
alumni program, Business engagement program to help students study abroad in 40 countries and regions in Asia
Pacific region. The plan reflects the characteristics of Pluralistic development ideas, regional development, mobility
incentive and diversity of participants of Australian international education. The implementation of the “new
Colombo Plan” has provided overseas internship experience and cultural learning experience for Australian
students, enhanced the understanding of the Asia Pacific region and the work ability of Australian students,
improved the enthusiasm of participation in the Asia Pacific Affairs of Australian students, and also further
consolidated and built contacts between various organizations of Australia and the Asia Pacific region. However, the

“New Colombo Plan” also faces such problems as cultural and linguistic differences, poor communication, lack of
relevant information guidance, inadequate internship opportunities and social support.

Key words: international education; financial-aid system; Australia; New Colombo Plan
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