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Prospects for the reform of China’s institutional market in

the era of universal higher education

XIAO Fujun'*
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2. School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract : China is about to enter the era of universalization of higher education, geared to the needs of"
modernization, the world and the futuré' . We are supposed to pursue the universalization of higher ed-
ucation that is excellent in scale, quality, and structure. Institutional market reform is one of the
breakthroughs and key ways to achieve this ambitious goal. The article explains the connotation of u-
niversalized higher education and institutional market, points out the complementary relationship be-
tween the two, analyzes the status of China's institutional market development, and identifies the new
situations of China’s institutional market at home and abroad. In the era of universalization of higher
education, China should improve the environment of ruling by law and strengthen the guidance of poli-
cy in order to make institutions position themselves legally; pay attention to the publicity of private
education, avoid misunderstandings and prejudices about private institutions, and encourage their de-
velopment; create an open environment, and activate the reputation mechanism to ensure free competi-
tion and cooperation between institutions; implement the concept of limited government, use the nega-
tive list system, and put institutional autonomy into effect; march toward the global institutional mar-
ket, improve trade in higher education services, and enhance the international competitiveness of insti-
tutions.

Key words: universal higher education; institutional market; system of institutional market; reform of

institutional market; higher education market



