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A New Round of Character Education in Taiwan in the 21st Century

Zheng Hong Cui Meijiao

Abstract: A new round of character education was launched in the early 21st century in Taiwan. The reason for this is
that at the time when Taiwan economy has developed at the high speed its moral development has been relatively neglected.
The nine — year curriculum reform in 1998 led some schools to degenerate into “unethical” education and at the same
time the sustainable development of enterprises required graduates with both ability and integrity. Therefore in 2003
Taiwan launched the “Moral Education Promotion Program” which was implemented by stages. Furthermore through the
ethics—oriented campus culture building plan and the character education promotion action alliance it launched a non-—
governmental force to promote the development of its character education in the new century. In fact Taiwan’s concept of
all-person education and the practices in three aspects are especially worthy of reference by the mainland. The aspects
include the role of all teachers in moral education driven by the “seed teachers” the assurance of the implementation of
character education policy in stages and maneuverability and performing character education by both campus culture and the
off—campus field.
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