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REVIEW ON ECO-CITY RESEARCH OF
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A VISUALIZED ANALYSIS BASED ON CITESPACE SOFTWARE
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Abstract: Low carbon ecological transformation has become the key issue to the development of cities in China. Meanwhile, implementing sustainable
development through eco-city construction has also become of great importance as city development guidance. This article reviews the developing
process of international eco-city research, displaying in five aspects, such as time and field distribution of literature, representative figures and articles,
research focuses, foreland of analyses and research contents. A total of 2124 papers on eco-city planning, from year of 2008 to 2017, in the Web of
Science database are visually analyzed by Citespace. Therefore it has worked out that the studies related to ecological cities in foreign countries tend to
pay more attention on experiment demonstration and data analysis, in which sustainable development, green space, and response to climate change are
still the hot spots. This article also systematically sorts out relevant articles in the "urban studies" field in the past decade, which has explained the details
of "Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services", "Response to Climate Change and Urban Cooling", "Greenland and green infrastructure”, "Urban scale and
land utilization" and "Government and public participation in sustainable development". It is expected to provide references for the research and practice of
ecological cities’ related fields in China.
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