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The Development of Chinese Instrument Gugqin in Janpan

ZENG Xiaohong
( Faculty of the Overseas Education College, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005 China)

Abstract: Guiqin was firstly introduced to Japan by the great number of kentoshis between the 7th & 8th
century, together with a lot of related documentation. But it’ s not spread successfully over the country in
the early times; it was only played by the emperor, nobles and the gentlemen. Tt” s until the 17th centu—
ry, when Buddhist monk Xinyuan came to the country, it then was widely spread in big cities such as
Jianghu, Jingdu, and this man stirred up a spree of Guqin and played a very important role in the ex—
changing history between the two countries. At the end of the 19th century, Gugqin turned to the lowest
point and few people played the instrument anymore, until recently, with the furthered friendly exchange
between China and Japan, Gugqin researchers and players in the two countries began to exchange and co—
operate again.

Key words: Guqin; spread and development; Japan
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