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163 7] | . . .
- Q68165+ 22.800 [22.581,22.869]
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EE > .
AT 108.389 24.021 [23.957,24.036]
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Kook . . s &
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(FTtEsmit X F)

Neocolonialism in China’s Aid to Africa? Empirical Evidence from Trade
Effects of China and EU Aid to Africa
LIU Ailan WANG Zhixuan HUANG Meibo

Abstract: European Union, the former suzerains of the Africa, often criticiz-

es China as neocolonialism in that its foreign aid being combined with foreign
trade. But EU’s foreign aid and trade are regarded as crucial means to maintain
its influence in Africa. Then, there exists a question whether trade effects of Chi-
na and EU aid to Africa are fundamentally different? To answer this question,
we employ data of China/EU and 30 African countries from 2003 to 2013 to set
up the gravity model. The results show that trade effects of China and EU aid
to Africa are different, but trade motivation is an important determinant in both

China and EU aids. In addition, trade motivation is neither the unique feature

nor the solely motivation for China’s aid to Africa. Therefore, the criticism of

China’s aid of neocolonialism is unfounded. Nevertheless, we suggest that China

should actively explore the new model of South-South Cooperation, North-South

Cooperation and deepen trilateral cooperation with EU and Africa to realize the

potential benefits under the “Belt and Road” Initiative.

Keywords: Aid to Africa; Neocolonialism; The “Belt and Road” Initiative
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