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The Illustrated History of Nan Zhao * Erhai Picture and the Ancestral Snakes Worship of Bai People
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2. Economics and Management School Oxbridge College of Kunming University of
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Abstract: As a peculiar part of The llustrated History of Nan Zhao the referent in Erhai Picture is closely historically related to Bai

culture. It is found that the symbolic meaning in Erhai Picture is “the ancestral worship” and the coiled snakes in the Picture are in—

deed the ancestral snakes with the collation and interpretation of the historical documents and the recognition of the actual pecies of the

coiled snakes in the Pictures and its religious significance in the current Bai culture.
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