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On the Criminal Responsibility of Network Service Providers in Intellectual
Property Crimes

Lv Yingjie

Abstract: According to the provisions of China’s criminal law, Internet service providers in intellectual property
crimes should be investigated for criminal responsibility. However, this regulation is contrary to the general trend
of the current world legislation, violates the “safe harbor principle” in tort law, and does not meet the punishment
principle in terms of neutral help behaviors. Criminal legislation should be modest towards the responsibility
of network service providers. Only when the deliberate intention of network service providers towards specific
infringement facts is proved, can providers be held accountable for its help. Otherwise they should be considered
innocent.

Keywords: network service providers; safe harbor principle; neutral help behaviors
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