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Chinese and Western Festival Identity:
Group Diversity and Influencing Factors

GUO Jun —jun LIU Yu - ping YU Hai - long
( Institute of Political Science China West Normal University Nanchong 637009 Sichuan;
Law School Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: Based on the 2013 annual data of Chinese General Social Survey this study quantitatively examines
Chinese residents’recognition of Chinese and Western festival from two aspects: group diversities and influencing
factors. The results show that: Judging from the popularity of holidays the most influential Chinese festivals are
Spring Festival Mid — Autumn Festival Dragon Boat Festival Ching Ming Festival and New Year’s Day. The
most influential western holidays are Christmas Valentines Day and April Fools Day. In China the influence of
Chinese festivals is still much higher than the western ones. The groups born in different years living in different
regions having different places of residence have high and slightly different recognitions for the four major Chi-
nese traditional festivals ( Spring Festival Mid — Autumn Festival Dragon Boat Festival and Ching Ming Festi—
val) but their recognition of Western holidays and New Years Day has shown remarkable group diversity. In
sum the recognition of Chinese traditional festivals are influenced by date of birth family annual income marital
status education type of residence residential area level of economic growth. Moreover for different specific fes—
tivals the influencing factors are different. ~ However women the youthful population affluent families higher
education better family backgrounds etc. usually mean higher recognition toward western holidays.

Keywords: Chinese traditional festivals; western festivals; festival identity
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