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On the Holistic Interpretation of Environmental Clauses
after Incorporating Ecological Civilization into the Constitution

Wang Jianxue

Abstract: The incorporation of ecological civilization into the constitution has great era significance. In
order to make accurate interpretation of this significance, the holistic evolution of constitutional environmen-
tal clauses cannot be cut apart. The relationship among environment, development and human right could
only be really understood through historical interpretation. From the perspective of the content, the ecologi-
cal polity, environmental human right and the state’ s duty to protect environment consist a three-in-one bloc
of environmental norms, so it is suitable to adopt the systematic interpretation to realize their value sharing
and functional complementation, thus strengthening the effectiveness and enforcement of clauses on ecologi-
cal civilization themselves. It’ s necessary to explore the hermeneutics of constitutional environmental clau-
ses and establish environmental constitutional law, make up the value gap of environmental legislation and
realize the content unification of environmental laws. At present, constitutional environmental clauses are
mainly implemented through legislation, therefore, the legislation and interpretation of environmental law
should fully show constitutional values, especially the respect and guarantee of environmental human rights.

Keywords: Ecological Civilization; Environmental Human Rights; State’ s Duty to Protect Environ-

ment; Constitution of An Area of Law
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