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Abstract

This article aims to describe how east Guizhou integrated into the central authority,
which center is Zhenyuan region. | used the theories and methods of historical
anthropology, with a perspective of “from country to society” and under the research
framework of authority in Anthropology, to show the interaction between formal

authority and indigenous societies when they integrated.

Zhenyuan Prefecture was involved in this research, which is the nuclear region of
Miao-nationality in Ming and Qing dynasties. And the question to explore is the
interaction between state power and local minority power in this region, and how this

interaction shape local social history, culture and ethnic group.

China is a diverse and complicate country. Although they have commons as a whole,
different regions vary greatly in culture and history. ITf we want to learn more abo ut it,
it is feasible to learn from part to whole. Miao- nationality in Ming and Qing dynasties
Is an exotic area for China, which was an uncivilized area in perspectives of men of
letter and refined scholar in central plains. The process of how the central authority
integrates Miao-nationality can be used as a southwest sample to give us a
comprehensive understanding of China as a whole. And Zhenyuan Prefecture located
in important geographic position, along with the main traffic thoroughfares that
extended from Guizhou to southeast. State power radiated, extended and rooted from
Zhenyuan Prefecture, which was a center, to ethnic minority area around it. Therefore,
choose Zhenyuan Prefecture as geographical range and human’s power as an entry
point are significant for showing interaction between state power and indigenous

societies’ power.

This paper was divided into in the introduction and six chapters. The introduction
showed the origin and method of the research, and some review of academic history.

The first chapter showed a survey among Jinbao Township in Zhenyuan region. This
survey chose descendants of tian chieftain family as clues, showed the ethnic situation

when this region blended in national system and provided evidence for historical logic.



The second chapter showed the expansion of national system in the whole Zhenyuan
region (called Zhenyuan Prefecture in the past, including today’s Zhenyuan country,
Shibing country, Taijiang country, Jianhe country and Tianzhu country). The third
chapter analyzed and summarized the influences on local social order after visitors
came to Guizhou province. The forth chapter describe in detail the local authority’s
organizational forms and social structure in Zhenyuan region from Ming and Qing
dynasty. And this chapter also discussed the semi-official and semi-local authority
such as chieftain. The fifth chapter showed the interaction between national power
and local society. The main contents are the research and description of a system of
local administrators in minority areas and wars. In the last part, the mechanism of
national integration in early modern period of China was discussed, through

Zhenyuan region’s history and reality, basing on Chinese civilization.

Key words: State power, Frontier society, Ming and Qing dynasties, Zhenyuan

Prefecture, National integration
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