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ABSTRACT

Theory of Types is a theory put forward by Russell, for the purpose of solving
paradoxes, to achieve his logicism ideal. In 1903, Russell put forward Simple Theory
of Types and divided classes, relations, numbers into different types in his The
Principles of Mathematics. He hoped to solve Russell Paradox by this means. However,
there are a proposition paradox which Simple Theory of Types cannot solve. So Russell
gave up Simple Theory of Types. From 1903 to 1908, Russell's main idea is to put
forward a kind of paradox solution based on No-Class Theory. However, because of the
discovery of Substitutional Paradox, he gave up this idea. In 1908, Russell returned to
Theory of Types in his Mathematical Logic as Based on the Theory of Types and
elaborated on it in his Principia Mathematica in 1910. The theory of types of this period
is called “Ramified Theory of Types” by scholars. According to Vicious Circle
Principle, Russell divided propositional function into different orders. But this division
led to some difficulties of logicism and mathematics. So Russell put forward Axiom of
Reducibility further, which is controversial, to defend Ramified Theory of Types.

The academic circles has littie controversy about the history of Theory of Types.
But for its interpretation, there are many different opinions. Among them, the opinion
of Church and Copi is regarded as Conventional interpretation. This interpretation holds
that Simple Theory of Types divides variables into different types. Ramified Theory of
Types makes orders division into every type. In recent years, since a lot of Russell’s
manuscript was collated and published, the ideas of Russell between 1903 and 1908
were being known gradually, offering more materials for the study of Theory of Types.
On this basic, Landini subverts the traditional interpretation. He holds that the hierarchy
of types and orders are one. The division of this kind is at the meta-language level.
Russell always adheres to the principle of unrestricted variables.

By organizing Russell's text, comparing the traditional interpretation and the one
of Landini and clarifying and analyzing the main points, we can draw the following

conclusions: Firstly, Russell regarded all variables as entity-variables. He did not adhere
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to the principle of unrestricted variables both in his Simple Theory of Types and
Ramified Theory of Types. Secondly, Russell’s Theory of Types holds a kind of realism
standpoint. Thirdly, the hierarchical idea contained in Theory of Types provides a line
of thinking for the later paradox solution and the hierarchical idea has enough
foundation of philosophy.

Key Words: Russell; Theory of Types; Variable
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