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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the biography of a Tang era Buddhist monk named Yongjia Xuanjue
7K % Z Wit (665-713), the historical and religious context of his monastic career, and his doctrinal
background and approach to contemplative practice contained in his written work, the Yongjia
Anthology 7k 32 4E.

Although he is an important monastic figure of medieval Chinese Buddhism, Xuanjue’s
biographies and the two written works attributed to him, the Yongjia ji and the Zhengdao ge have
received scant scholarly attention, thus his legacy is predominantly based on the perspective of
the orthodox Chan tradition. Its interpretation emphasizes Xuanjue’s discipleship and
acknowledgement of awakening under Huineng Zfig (638-713), the Sixth Patriarch of the Chan
School, as well as the celebrated “Song of the Realizing of the Way” 1i-i& &k which skillfully
summarizes Chan ideology and is traditionally regarded as the work of Xuanjue. Eventually the
overshadowed Yongjia Anthology was deemed to be a mere by-product of Xuanjue’s previous
association with the Tiantai School that had become a rival of Chan.

It is this flawed depiction that has been perpetuated by sectarian contention until the
present. As such, this thesis seeks to begin the process of reevaluating Xuanjue’s life and legacy
in the East Asian Mahayana tradition by arguing that the core chapters of the Yongjia Anthology
concerning meditative praxis are not simply emblematic of the early Tiantai School, but are
instead an amalgamation of doctrinal influences, methodologies, and styles that lacks several key
characteristics of the typical Tiantai approach to spiritual cultivation. Moreover, analysis of the
religious milieu during Yongjia Xuanjue’s own lifetime indicates there was a general atmosphere
of intellectual creativity as well as sectarian fluidity that the Yongjia Anthology appears to
exemplify.
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Abbreviations

Canonical Collections

B Dazangjing bubian Jk jk 45 4 4
T Taisho shinshii dai zokyo K IEHME K&
X Xuzangjing &7 &8 (Manji Shinsan Dainihon Zokuzokyo rH i % K H A& EK)

Primary Sources

CDL Jingde chuandeng lu 2 {215 &%
FZTJ Fozu tongji ftH&4C

LZTJ Liuzu tanjing 7N fHIE 4R

MHZG Mohe zhiguan £ 5] 18]

SGSZ Song gaoseng zhuan 7 = fig {#

WDHY Wu deng huiyuan .45 & 7t

XGSZ Xu gaoseng zhuan 4 =14 {2

Yl Chanzong yongjia ji #52/k 4
YCiz Yongjia chanzong ji zhu 7k 3% f# 52 8%
ZJL Zongjing lu S5 8%

ZTJ Zutang ji &%
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Conventions

Citations from the canonical collections are listed in the following order: title or abbreviation,
canon collection, fascicle number, page number, and register.

All passages translated into English are mine unless otherwise noted.

Transcriptions of Chinese words are given in Pinyin. When citing modern authors who have used
other systems of romanization, | have converted any relevant words to Pinyin.
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