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Abstract

Tan Kah Kee is a famous patriotic overseas Chinese leader, outstanding
industrialist, educational entrepreneur and social activist in Chinese history. In the
1920s, when his commercial kingdom was at its peak, he was known as the "Henry
Ford of the East", also known as China's "Stinnes". He was praised by Mao Zedong as
"overseas Chinese flag, national glory”, and now he become the global Chinese
personality benchmark and spiritual leader.

Tan Kah Kee's life can be roughly divided into three stages, the first stage is that
he born in 1874, and lived in Jimei until he went to the southeast Asia in 1890; the
second stage is that he firstly went to the southeast Asia in 1890, until return to settle
in China in 1950; the third stage is that he return to settle in China in 1950 until he
died in 1961.In the first and the third stage, he had completely spent his time in China
at all, but the former is a input stage of cultural thought, the latter is the output stage
of his ideological values. In the second phase of 60 years, Tan Kah Kee unusually
busy. Early, he was busy with apprenticeship, entrepreneurship, founding schools,
turning from a Salvationist from Industrial to education, and gradually exposed his
leadership in the Nanyang Chinese community; later, after closing his business, he
insisted on funding schools, and eventually became the political activities’ leader of
the Chinese community in the southeast Asia, and eventually won the unanimous
recommendation from the Chinese government, the colonial government and the
overseas Chinese of the Southeast Asia, served as the chairman of the South Overseas
Chinese Association, led the four million overseas Chinese send huge funds and 3200
drivers and machine repairmans to support the China’s anti-Japanese war broke out in
1937.In addition to about ten years for Wedding, burying the mother , founding the
Jimei school, and so on, ten mouths for sympathy in china in 1940, and refuged in
Indonesia from 1942 to 1945 about for three years and eight mouths, Tan Kah Kee

spent most of his time living in Southeast Asia ,with his own words and deeds



shuttlling between in the Chinese and Western cultures, interpreted his absorption and
trade-offs of the Chinese and Western cultures,

In the background of Chinese traditional Confucian culture, he inherited the
traditional Chinese culture and the culture values of the hometown of overseas
Chinese in the south of Fujian Province. In the past 50 years, the British colonial
Singapore has been striving for a prosperous life. Experience, so that he brought in the
British colonial culture under the influence of Western culture has become a
conscious transfer of Chinese and Western culture, he will continue to absorb the
positive aspects of Western culture and introduced to China, while sparing no effort in
the Colonial spread of Chinese culture to adhere to the idea. On the other hand, as an
overseas Chinese, he interprets the relationship between the overseas Chinese and his
native country, the relationship between the overseas Chinese and the country of
residence, and acts as an overseas Chinese, based on the Chinese community, with his
own bridge between China and Nanyang Society and the country, and unconsciously
contributed to the promotion of the international exchange of Chinese and Western
cultures and the interaction between China and the overseas Chinese in Southeast
Asia.

To study the crigin of Tan Kah Kee's thoughts of Chinese and Western culture
and explore his spiritual essence of humanistic care, will have important theoretical
and practical significance to further deepen his understanding and study of his spirit,
to promote the development of Tan Kah Kee's spirit, and to provide examples and

inspiration for contemporary spiritual civilization construction.

Keywords: Tan Kah Kee’ Spirit; Origin of Culture and Thoughts; Humanistic Concern

Spirit
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