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Abstract

Abstract

Since the 1980s, studies on environmental behaviors both at home and abroad
have shown a growing trend, whether in the theoretical construction (e.g., planned
behavior theory, value-belief-normative model, environmental literacy theory, etc.), or
the field verification (e.g., gender differences in environmental behavior, age
stratification, etc.). In the discussion of environmental concerns and environmental
behaviors, some foreign scholars find that parental identity has different impact on
environmental concerns and environmental behaviors: in contrast with fathers and the
women without children, mothers show more concerned with the environmental
issues; there are also scholars finding that parental identity has no effect on
environmental behaviors. While it is lack of the domestic research.

Based on the data of Chinese General Social Survey for 2013, we analyze the
differences of environmental behaviors between mothers and fathers, and between
mothers and the women without children. Then we explore the factors that affect
mothers’ environmental behaviors. We find that there is no significant difference
between mothers and fathers in private pro-environmental behaviors. However, there
is significant difference in public pro-environmental behaviors, that is, mothers
implement less public pro-environmental behaviors. There is significant difference
between mothers and the women without children in private/public pro-environmental
behaviors: the women without children, more than mothers, act on environmental
behaviors. According to the results of Multiple linear regression analysis, we find that
media usage frequency has significant impact on the mothers’ private/ public
pro-environmental behaviors, which has a strong explanatory power to the models. In
addition, mothers’ private pro-environmental behaviors are also affected by education
level, the traditional gender consciousness and the environmental knowledge. While
mothers’ income, working condition, the seriousness of environmental problems and
the social interaction have significant influence on the their public pro-environmental
behaviors.

We find that the overall environmental participation rate of Chinese mothers is

II



Abstract

quite low. Compared with fathers and the women without children, mothers haven’t
shown more active in environmental behaviors. But it is not enough to overthrow the
"maternity character" hypothesis, because mothers’ environmental behaviors are
influenced by complex factors, such as the consciousness aspect, e.g. limited
knowledge level, the objective factors, including lack of economic capacity, time and
space, low media usage and culture aspect, such as traditional sense of gender.
Mothers’ participation in the environmental protection is an important force to
promote the whole society’s participation in environmental protection. We should
reinforce the environmental propaganda and the environmental knowledge of mothers,
and make full use of the media’s effect in environmental education and environmental
information communication, to cultivate their awareness of environmental
responsibility, which plays an important role in promoting the construction of
ecological civilization and green consumption. It also can play an important role in
cultivating children's environmental education, so as to promote the improvement of
environmental awareness and environmental behaviors of the whole nation. In
addition, we should break the traditional gender concept, encourage mothers out of

the family, and participate in environmental protection work.

Key words: Mothers; Private pro-environmental behaviors; Public pro-environmental

behaviors
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