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Abstract

With the successive growth of Buddhism in Taiwan and the mainland, a
lot of temples have been built, rebuilt or remodeled at home in recent years .
Temples are the architectural carrier to promote Buddhist doctrines by the
Buddhism. As Buddhist doctrines are being promoted and carried forward in
more and more grass-roots and modernized ways, temple buildings, the place
where religious activities are carried out ,bear more and more social functions.
So, it is very important to find the way on how to reflect the spiritual
connotation of the Buddhism through the buildings and how to build modern
Buddhist buildings with modern construction material and technique in view
of satisfying the functions of modern Buddhism-promotion, Buddhist
meditation as well as living. Zen represents the chinization of Buddhism. Its
esthetic connotation has deeply influenced the Chinese culture. Zen temples
are the most representative Buddhist buildings. This article is trying to find a
way to create modern Zen architectural space by studying the Zen buildings.
Based on the ideology of Zen, this thesis studies the connection between
Zen and the Chinese traditional culture and its particular aesthetic artistic
conception by starting from its origin. It finds out the subjective and objective
factors which have influenced the designing of the modern Zen buildings by
looking through the conventional Zen buildings. It also brings forward the
designing methods and strategies for the Zen style by comparing modern Zen
architectural works (mainly taking the real cases in Taiwan as examples), and
then probes into the development directions of Zen buildings in Mainland.

Although the Buddhism buildings don’t belong to the secular buildings,
1



its layouts, systems and space are greatly influenced by Chinese traditional
culture. It is an integral part of the Chinese architecture system.. This article
studies on the designing of current Zen space and tries to discover and inherit
the ideological culture essence of Zen so as to provide reference for the

inheritance and innovation of modern Buddhism buildings.

e Key Words: the Zen buildings Zen spirit the Zen space
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