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A Survey of Linguistic Studies in Five Major Science Funds in China (2005-2014)
Su Xinchun and Chen Wenge

Abstract This article conducts a content analysis of the five major science funds in China in an attempt to examine the guidelines
and topics of linguistic studies funded by the five major funds between 2005 and 2014. The study describes the general situation of the
five major funds, traces the directions of the funded research projects, and focuses on the hot topics in the “applied social sciences” do-
mains. The result shows that National Natural Science Fund favors computational linguistics and language processing abilities, National
Educational Science Fund focuses on language studies, and National Social Science Fund, Humanities & Social Science Fund of MOE
and Fund of National Language Committee prioritize corpus studies. The authors conclude that the funded projects of linguistic studies
reflect the research demand at a national level. Based on these findings, the article provides thoughts and implications for language re-
search and language policy making processes.
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