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An Investigation into the Chinese Phonetic Standard Applied in
Chinese Textbooks of Primary Schools

BU Xiangzhong CHEN Ming’ e

Abstract. The paper investigates the use and teaching of Pinyin in primary schools
based on four sets of Chinese textbooks as well as language and character standards such

as the Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. It is found that teaching of Pinyin does

”» [{3 »

not fully comply with the national phonetic standard. Problems include “y” and “w” as
initial consonants the quantity of vowels and rules of pronunciation and spelling. These
issues should be paid enough attention to and scientific and reasonable solutions should
be proposed.
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