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A Study of the Evolution of the Imperial Guard System in Ming Dynasty

Wang Liubo
Southeast Asia Institute of Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China
Abstract The imperial guard system changed lots of times in Ming Dynasty, from Three-Ying system in Yongle period to
Tuanying system in Jingtai and Chengua periods, from Two-Ying system in Wuzong period to Rong government in Jiajing
period. In the process of evolution, the civil officials, military officers and eunuchs all participated in the reform of the
system. However, they could not solve the problems of overlapping operations by different departments, military service
encroached by power and wealth, taking office briefly and so on, so the imperial guard system gradually walked to the brink
of collapse.
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