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The Academic Career of Teachers in the Research University
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(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The relationship between teaching and research is complicated. It is positively
related in terms of its function; however, is negatively related in terms of time. The stability
of academic career is relatively strong, and the degree of freedom and achievement is higher.
Academic career is a steady and progressive life. The academic road is like a long-distance
running, in which the speed and endurance are both important. Generally, teachers in the
science and technology fields would make important achievements or become the leading peo-
ple at their middle ages; while, teachers in humanity and social science fields need more ac-
cumulation. Among the factors that affect the academic output of university teachers, the in-
ner factors are academic belief and ambition, diligence and struggle spirit, curiosity and
thirst for knowledge. The external factors are mainly the institutions of graduation and
work, disciplines, geographical location, academic power, assessment and reward mecha-
nism, etc..

Key words: university teacher; academic career; teaching and research; age of awarding

prize; academic output
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