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Forms and Functions of Copulas:
A Study on Nominal Predicate Sentences
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College of Communication Science and Art Chengdu University of Technology
Chengdu 610059 China)

Abstract: Theories on the functions of copulas normally include Linker Hypothesis Dummy Hypothesis and Predica—
tor Hypothesis all of which have their limitations especially when applied to Chinese. In a cross-inguistic perspec—
tive the present paper describes the copulas synchronically and diachronically revealing that the functions of copulas
are to indicate or emphasize the interpretation of “topic-comment” i. e. predicate-indicator. Copulas are obligatory in
more grammaticalized languages ( such as English) and thus they are called grammatical copulas. In less grammati—
calized languages ( such as Chinese) the interpretation of “topic-comment” relation resorts to context and world
knowledge. Copulas in these languages are optional and are thus called pragmatic copulas.
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(1) / - o * Today Wednesday. / Today is Wednesday.
(2) Yy o You idiot! / You are an idiot.
(3)* / - o/ o/ o
(4) o/ - e o/ - o
(5) o /* He is yellow hair.
(1) p(2)
: ( 3) 113 ”»
;o (4) )
2.
“ v v 7 ( Pustet 2003) .
2.1 ( Linker Hypothesis)
Crystal( 1980)
N ( ) o
He is a teacher. is He a teacher
Radford( 1997) .Narahara( 2002) ( Zhan & Sun 2013) .
(1958) “ 7
N 0 : Ngay
mai ( la) thu bay. “ () 7 la o
Crystal “ ”» “ ”» N
43 ”» o ( Chaol 968) (43 ”» . 43 ”»
“ 7 complement o
o He is tall
is o
2.2 ( Dummy Hypothesis)
Stassen( 1994) |Lyons( 1968) . NN
is/was/been/were « ~ (TAM) o
Rashid(2012)
N N Babungo . Jamaican
N - Lango . Ngalakan Imbabura
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Quechua . \ Hengeveld( 1992:206) .Lyons( 1968:322) ,

N TAM

( Pustet 2003: 57; Kornfilt 1997:79) :

ben 6gretmen-di-m [ was a teacher. ben satici-y-di-m [ was a seller.

1SG  teacher-PSTASG 1SG  seller-COP-PSTHSG
i -m
o
2.3 ( Predicator Hypothesis)
Hengeveld ( 1992) ( non-verbal
predicate) o N
N o (2008)
2.4 ( Predicate-indicator Hypothesis)
“ - 7 ( Chao 1968) . “ -
( Hyman 1984) .
“ _ »” CD ( ) o
( )
. 13 ”» be “© ” ( SOV )
3.
3.1
@® “ Vo 7 . “ " ( Chao 1968)  “Topic—
Comment” . 7 “
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3.2

) WNP2( )

143 »

“w

({3 ” W«

” o«

“

~

( 2012.Zhan & Sun 2013

(2015)

»

( Li & Thompson 1977) :

a. Mose hu student Mose is a student.

Mose is student
a hu

13

[3 ”» CZ)

@ “ »
&

( Langacker 1987/1991; 1999)

NP1
NP2(

)

NP1 (

)

b. Mose ( hu) student li ffua  Mose is a medical student.

Mose (is) student a medical

huo
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* o ! o
* o/ o
* o/ o
* o/ .
* o/ o
(43 ”» o@ “
Pustet( 2003) NP > AP > VP
( _
) o “ » [ ”»
a. . ()
b. o)
c. o ( )
)
a.1” homme grand The great person( ) b.1" homme est grand The person is great( )
the person great the man is great
est {3 ( ) ” 113 (
) ” . a “ ” b “ ” . .
3.3
“ - 7 o ( 1958; Li & Thompson
1977, 2012 ) “ 7 . NP + NP —
NP+ + NP o
NP+ +NP NP +V +NP . “«o
( ) ( ) o Traugott & Dasher( 2002) “A-AB-B”
( & : “ ”» N
“ o CEE )
[ » (13 ” ( ) R
_ - (« . ))
(K« . ))
“ ”» ( ) .
@ “



(AB : 13 » ( 14 ’)) 5
“ ” “ ”
o ( € ))
“ ” “ ”» @« ”
- (( ))
“ ” “ ” “© _ ” “ ”
“ ”» “ »” ‘“ _ ”»
[ ”
“ » ? 13 ”
“ » o« » o« ” @ “ ” R “ 2
( Keenan & Comrie 1977) . o
[ » “ _ b4
( B . “ b4 [ ”
[43 »” ? o
[13 ” “ _ ” “ ”»” [ ”
o
R NP + V + NP “ ” “ » ( )
o X o ( { N “ o (
¢ DI
3 4 “ »
“ ”( ) 14 ”
o
“« ” ( 3 77)
“ ” “ ” “ ”
[ ”» ( “ ”)
n _ ” o
“ » “ _ ”»
[ » ( 20]2 ) [ b4
“ ”» [ ”
o ( Traugott
1995 2001) “© o o
o - ( )
o o ( )
o o ( )
( )
“© »”
(2009 2013) “ 7o« ( ) ”
@ “ v 7 have make take ( 2004;
R 2013) « » o« ”. (1937) “« »

Pustet( 2003) .
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(43 ”»

Ariel 1988 1993) . o

( Soh 2007; Wei 2010; Long’s unpublished script )

Ariel 0

« » ( 1993; Shi 1994 )

(13 »

“ ”

o/ o ( : )

* Today Wednesday. / Today is Wednesday. ( : )

(13 » 113 ” “ ” “ » “« »
: Children are flowers of homeland. ( 2012:171) “
13 ”» 13 ”»
. -
“« »
o
“ ”» “ ” 143
(3 ”» 113 ”» ( )
o
“« ” ( ) “« _ ” @
“ TiE o/
o
@ “ ” “ ” “ ” “
» “« »
« » “
0 E « » “« o « »
. ;o « - ~
»



“« o ? ( 1999)

“ »

(1981) . (1995) . (2005) .

2011)

3 »

Mizo ( SOV
) ( Chhangte 1989) “ 7 o
 keel a thii A goat is dead.
goat 3SG dead
ka aar a nii It is my hen.

Isg hen 3SG be

Kenya Luo o
Tucker( 1993) Kenya Luo ni .

a.nyithindo ni dagé  Those children are naked.

child. P COPnaked ( )
b. gin dage They are naked.

3PL  naked ( )

( Raptschinsky 1946: 15 116) “ ” o

a. Ta stena  vysokaja That wall is high.

that¥EM. SG wall ~ high&*EM. SG. NOM  ( )
b. On byl ucenik-om  He was a pupil.

He. NOM be-3SG. MASC. PAST pupil SG. INSTR ( )
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“* He is yellow hair. /

(13 ”»

Ward(2004)
+ Mizo

o

You are a bastard. / You bastard!

« Kenya Luo .

( deferred equatives) o

bastard
? . . (2010)
( degrammaticalization) ( Norde
2009) o
You bastard! “ o
He is all tears. ( 2012:77)

5.

(1)* / - /

* / - / /
(2) I
/ JE—
(3) : NP > AP > VP( Pustet2003)

(4) * Today Wednesday. / Today is Wednesday.

/

(43 ”»

(5) You are a bastard. / You bastard!

/
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

o

(6) * 1 a bath. /I have a bath.
* /

43 »

Have

o

Ariel M. Referring and accessibility J . Journal of Linguistics 1998 (24) :65 —87.

Chao Y. R. A Grammar of Spoken Chinese M . Berkeley & Los Angeles: University of California Press
1968.

Chhangte Lalnunthangi. The grammar of simple clauses in Mizo C // Bradley D. South-East Asian Syntax.
Pacific Linguistics Series A 77 ( Papers in South-East Asian Linguistics 11) . Canberra: The Australian National
University 1989.93 —174.

Crystal D. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics M . Blackwell Publishing 1980.

Hengeveld Kee. Non-wverbal Predication: Theory Typology Diachrony M . Berlin New York: Mouton
1992.

Hyman L. M. Form and substance in language universals C //Butterworth e al. Explanations for Language
Universals. Berlin  New York: Mouton 1984 .67 -85.

Keenan E. L. & B. Comrie. Noun phrase accessibility and universal grammar J . Linguistic Inquiry 1977 8
(1): 63 -99.

Kornfilt J. Turkish M . London New York: Routledge 1997.

Langacker R. Foundations of Cognitive Grammar M . Vols. 1&2. Stanford: Stanford University Press 1987/
1991.

Li C.N.& S. A. Thompson. A mechanism for the development of copula morphemes C // Li C. N. Mecha—
nisms of Syntactic Change. Austin: University of Texas Press 1977.419 —444.

Long H. P. unpublished script. Mandarin Confirmative Shi: Auxiliary or Adverb?

Lyons J. Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics M . Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press 1968.
Narahara T. The Japanese Copula: Forms and Functions M . Basingstocke & New York: Palgrave Macmillan
2002.

Pustet R. Copulas: Universals in the Categorization of the Lexicon M . New York: Oxford University Press
2003.

Radford A. Syntax: A Minimalist Introduction M . Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press
1997.

Raptschinsky B. Russische Spraakkunst M . Groningen: Wolters 1946.

Rashid Al-Balushi. Why verbless sentences in Standard Arabic are verbless J . Canadian Journal of Linguis—
tics/Revue canadienne de linguistique 57(1): 1 -30.

Shi  Dingxu. 1994. The nature of Chinese emphatic sentences J . Journal of East Asia Linguistics 2012 (3) :
81 -100.

71



20

21
22

23

24
25

26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

45

72

Soh  Hooi Ling. Ellipsi

Inquiry 2007 (38) :178 —188.
Stassen Leon. Typology versus mythology: the case of the Zero-Copula
105 - 126.
Tucker A.N.A Grammar of Kenya Luo ( Dholuo)

1994 (17) :

s last resort

and the dummy auxiliary shi ‘be’

in mandarin Chinese J . Linguistic

J . Nordic Journal of Linguistics

M . Kéln: Képpe 1993.

Traugott E. C. Subjectification in grammaticalization C // Stein & Wright. Subjectivity and Subjectivisation —
Linguistic Perspectives( 1) 1995.31 —54.

Traugott
Press 2002.

Ward G. Equatives and deferred reference J . Language 2004

E. C. &R. B. Dasher. Regularity in Semantic Change M . Cambridge

UK: Cambridge University

(80) : 262 —289.

Wei Ting-Chi. A movement and resumption approach to VP-ellipsis in Mandarin Chinese. Tsing Hua Journal of
Chinese Studies 2010 40( 1) : 113 -158.
Zhan Fangqiong & Chaofen Sun. A copula analysis of SHI in the Chinese cleft construction J . Language and

Linguistics 2013

(1) : 147 - 156.

: 2015 09 - 02
(1984 -)
(1983 -)

(14) : 755 -789.

J 1995 (3):73 -78.
2008.
2004.
J 2012 (9) ;228 —243.
2010 (1):3-17.
2011 (4):289 —303.
1993.

1999a (1):3 -15.

1999b.

2001 (4):268 -275.
2009 (1):1-12.
2013 (1):1-13.

J . 2013 (2):8 -17.
1993 (4):10 - 12.
1937 (1).
1958( 1980) .
M. 2012.
J. ( ) 2015
2005.
“ ( ) 7 (15YJC740130) ;
"(20720151167) ; “
”(2014C015) .



