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Abstract: The paper estimates the green development efficiency of China's provinces from 1999 to 2012 based on the
intertemporal frontier SBM-DEA, analyzes the evolution features and regional disparity of China's green development
efficiency, and empirically testes its convergence. Our study finds that: (1)the green development efficiency of China's
provinces is at a low level, its trend shows “descend first and then ascend” on the whole, and the inefficiency of energy
saving and emission reduction is a main reason for green development inefficiency; (2)The eastern region does not make
its green development efficiency significantly higher than that in the mid-western region at the beginning, however, the
regional balanced development strategy since 1999 and energy conservation and emission reduction policy since 2006
have greatly changed the polarization pattern of green development efficiency between the eastern region and mid-
western region; (3)No significant ¢ convergence and unconditional B convergence exist in the green development
efficiency of China's provinces, but conditional B convergence exists and the three major regions present a typical “club
convergence’ feature, which implys that the gap in the green development efficiency of China's provinces is gradually
expanding, and the increase of regional differences is the main reason, the green development efficiency of China's
provinces doesn't converge to the same steady-state level, but three regions will converge to their own steady-state level
at different speeds.
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Fig.1 Average green development efficiency and its inefficiency decomposition of China's provinces from 1999 to 2012
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Fig.2 Changes of green development efficiency and its inefficiency decomposition of China from 1999 to 2012
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Fig.3 Variable coefficient of national and regional green development efficiency from 1999 to 2012
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Tab.2 Unconditional 3 convergence test of national and regional green development efficiency
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Tab.3 Conditional B convergence test of national and regional green development efficiency
eS| AR s [
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