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[ABSTRACT] [Interleukin-21 (IL-21) is a cytokine with broad pleiotropic actions that plays an important
role in both innate and adaptive immune responses. IL - 21 participates in pathogenesis processes of many
diseases, such as autoimmune disease, tumor, virus infections and so on. Enhancing or inhibiting the activity
of IL-21 has shown to have certain therapeutic effects in animal models of a wide range of diseases. Various
clinical trials using recombinant human IL-21 as drug candidates are on-going towards the development of 1L-21
as a therapeutic drug. This article reviewed the biological function and research progress and application prospect

of IL-21 as a biochemical drug in clinical treatment.
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