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Questions and Power Relations in Doctor-Patient Talk
WANG Jin-jun
(College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian Prov., 361005, China)
Abstract Through a quantitative analysis of linguistic data, this paper examines the use of question types, their frequencies of
occurrence and pragmatic implications in doctor-patient talk. It is found that there exist unbalanced power relations between doctor
and patient, and that questions in doctor-patient talk are related to face and politeness strategy.
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4) (14. 3% (1a) Dr. Miller: Did you do anything exception-
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ally heavy ¢?/ HRERFE Fer ( .
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ﬁ? / ARET T B ( , ) (6) Intern: It doesn t look like it.
(2b) Doctor: Have you had your blood tested Patient: It s nothing serious, is it o
Y7/ AR BB T 7 ( )

(3) Intern; We think that you have appendicitis,

and it s going to be operated on to relieve your condi-

tion. o
Patient: Is it serious } ? (7a) Doctor: It s dry skin, isn Tit v 7/ RRE
Is it serious ? Is my condition seri- T, HRAE%? ( )
ous ? . (7b) Doctor: It s dry skin, isn it A 2/ BRIk HF
Yes/No . , AT, Rt ( s
)
(8) Doctor; Well, Billy, we re through. That
, . wasn t so bad, was it ¢? ( ,
, o)
, 4.2%, Patient: No, not very.
33.3%. (modality) )

b
o (FEmRaE RAE 1999

2

. : 10. 1%.
(4) Patient; Do you think I il be able to go home
soon 7 . :
Doctor; Oh, I think so. That doesn t sound seri- 9) Doctor: You have to take these medicines in
ous. ... three days.
( ), Patient: You mean I have to take three pills a day
: bo
, ( , .
)
, (14.3%)
(L.2%) . .

(10) Doctor: Does he ever turn blue after eating

Aor after crying v ( )

(5) Intern: Have you had a cold recently ? Patient: Well, I haven t noticed anything like

Patient: Yes, I did... Boy, the water sure was that.

cold. I guess that wasn t so smart, was it 49
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why don T+

(11) Intern; O. K. Why dont you get out of

your clothes now, and Il be back in a few minutes to

examine you.

Patient: All right, Doctor.

Get out of your

clothes, s

(12) Dr. Miller; Y know, not the newer opera-

tions, but the old one... .

Mr. Brade: ....

Dr. Miller: Those. Why are those big ¢?Be*
cause the ones down below. Cant take the flow, so

the top ones have more in them. ...

(13) Resident: Good. Please sign right here. .. .
Thank you.

Mrs. Roe: Oh, Doctor, I m so worried. Do you
think my husband will live ? You know we have two
children and just moved into a new house about three

years ago.. ..

Mrs. Roe s

”
b

(Brown &Levinson,

9

(positive face)

(Leech,

b

(negative face)

1983)

1978)

b

(1978)
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