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An Example-based Study on the

English Textual Theme Sequences Modal
LUO Liang-qin
( College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian 361005, China )

Abstract The thematic structure of English clause has been studied systematically in the fields of Systemic
Functional Grammar. A multiple Theme may contain at least two elements having one of the three
metafunctions of language. The sequences modal is limitedly changeable in a multiple Theme, apart from the
typical ordering of Tex ~ Int ~ Id. Based on the analysis of real examples from the BNC corpus, the current
study shows that, the sequences modal of a textual Theme within a multiple Theme may be of more
changeability and complexity than that of a multiple Theme.
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(1) The dancers, // however, get an obvious and
infectious thrill---
(2) The details, / fortunately, are unimportant.
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(3) The dancers, however, // get an obvious and
infectious thrill---

(4) The details, fortunately, // are unimportant.
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:Tex  Int * Ex,Int * Tex * Ex, Tex " Ex,
Int * Ex,Tex » MEx "Ex,Int » MEx * Ex, Ex”*
Tex, Ex/ Int M , (5)—(12)
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(5) ---but, probably, a ratio in excess of 25 per cent
// can be regarded as---

(6) Probably, but you // can't do it full time, ---

(7) But, they // do not go far enough.

(8) Probably, you // will end up paying for a remix.

(9) However, frequently, the kind of questions we
want to ask of the data//are deeper---

(10) Perhaps, suddenly, I // was tired of it all; ---

(11) This, therefore, //is not the business of the
silent majority---

(12) That,

probably, // was why her left hand
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remained bare---
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—_— . Tex  Int * Ex, Int * Tex

~Ex,Tex " Ex, Int” Ex ( (5)—(8)),

.Tex ~ Int » Tex ™ Ex,
Int » Tex " Int ~ Ex( (13).(14)),
(13) Well, yes, probably, because 1// had the job of
proposing that at the---
(14) Probably, but, Jacqui, don't try //to contact him.
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1) cont " stru,ii) stru ” cont,iii) cont " conj,

iv) conj ~ cont,Vv) stru " conj,vi) conj " stru,

vii) cont * stru  conj, viii) cont * conj " stru,

iX ) stru " cont ~ conj,x ) stru” conj ” cont,

xi ) conj * cont ” stru, xii ) conj  stru ” cont,,
BNC
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(15)—(26)

1)—xii) s

(15) Well but 1//don't see why!

(16) But well, you // have to go Where You're Called!

(17) yes anyway we // were talking about Mr
Armageddon, ---

(18) anyway, yes, which // is once again a divisional
commitment---

(19) And anyway, the thought of spending January
and February in Spain or Portugal for as little as £10 a
day // seems attractive in its own right.

(20) However, and it // also has a down- side---

(21) Yeah, but then you//'re going out a distance
aren't you?

(22) Well anyway so he// got her these forms.

(23) ---so er, well, anyway, [ //'1l give---

(24) But anyway yeah Todd //comes back from the---

(25) G AnywayOh er and er er he//had a son who
was a a dentist---

(26) anyway but Well Ann//is going to retire.
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cont " conj “cont, stru " conj ~stru, stru * conj
~stru  conj, stru ” cont ” stru ” conj, stru ” cont *
conj ” stru, cont” conj ”~ cont ” struc, stru” Int”
; (27)—(33):
(27) Oh, well anyway, well, we // gonna Marbella

conj " stru

again, ---
(28) But anyway if they// did phone now---
(29) So however And then you // start---

(30) but, yeah, but anyway erm Foxy // said that you
knOW"'

(31) well anyway er, you see and well anyway er

so when, that night// ---
(32) Yeah, anywayOh no, no, when 1//told her off.
(33) --- and I think thereforeSo if it//'s not causing

me any symptoms [ should ?

. ? (15)—(33)
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