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Adjustment & Transformation: A Preliminary
Study on the Evolution of Contemporary
Singapore — Chinese Clan Associations
ZENG Ling

The Departmen: of History , Xiamen University

Xiamer 361000, China

Abstract: Chinese clan associations played important
roles in Singapore” s development from a colony into
an independent country. This paper examines the
evolution of these clan associations in the period 1980
— 1990 against the growth of Singapere and China in
the Asia Pacific region. The discussion will focus on
organizations, operations and their tendency of devel-
opment.
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Quantitative Analysis of Research
Papers on Overseas Chinese
Published in Mainland China

XU Yun
Library of Jinan University ,
Guangzhou 510632, China
Abstract: Based on “the special database of the

overseas Chinese documentation and information”,
this thesis utilizes the theory and method of metrology
of documents to emphatically analyze and appraise
the overseas Chinese studies, which were published
between 1980 - 2003 in mainland China, from the
perspectives of times, themes, periodicals, areas,
authors, etc. The result shows most of theses were
published during the middle period of 1990s. Since
then the steady period has come. The heated topics
has been about “economy” and “culture”, and the
number of studies on tﬁe overseas Chinese history has
decreased, but the quantity of studies regarding the
affairs has increased. The studied areas have focused
on Southeast Asia and North America; the periodicals
have been distributed extensively, but the rate of the
key periodicals publishing the theses, was relatively
low; the active author groups have been formed.
Therefore the conclusion is drawn that the overseas
Chinese studies have gone through the stages from
beginning, development, peak, to maturity. The
field of its research is expanding constantly, and the
trend of the multi - disciplinary cross research is
prominent. The quality of the theses still remains to
be improved, and “the phenomenon of partiality for
certain food” should arouse our attention.

Key words: Overseas Chinese Research; literature
evaluation; quantiative analysis; subject database



