2001 12 Dec. , 2001

4 Overseas Chinexe Hidory Sudes No. 4
1 ”
13 ”
( , 361005)
[ 1
[ ] ,
19
[ 1 D634 38.9 | 1A [ ] 1002- 5162 (2001) 04- 0030- 10

Fictitious Ancestor s and the Sinagpore Chinese Society in 19“"-century:
A Discussion on over seas Chinese Perception of Lineage
ZENGLing

(Department of Higory , Xiamen Universty , Xiamen 361005, China)
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Abgract : The scholarship on Chinese cia kinship has for a long time put its enmphads on
the sudy of kinship organizations. In redity, there exids a form of scial organization not
recorded in genedlogy. Relationship between ome people was fictitious yet closaly resembled
that of kinship organizations. In the Chinese ciety of the Sutheast Ada, fictitious kinship
was ot only the bad sfor surname clans but a9 the principle gpplied to other socid organizar
tions. This pgoer isa case sudy of the buria asciation in the 19‘“0entury S ngapore and the
impact of fictitious ancegor on the integration within the various Chinese communities during
the oolonia time. Conparing different forms of the fictitious ancestor anong the uth Chinese
in the Ming dynagy , the early Chinese sdtlers in Taiwan and the burid organization in the
Sutheag Asa, the author offers sme thoughts on overseas Chinese perception of lineage.
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