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On the Three Measuresfor Ming Dynasty Officialsto Nurse Their Parents
ZHAO Ke sheng
(Department of History, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian, China

Keywords:Ming dynasty; supporting parents at official manson; giving some salary to parents; resgning office to nurse
parents

Abgract : The government official s of Ming dynasty always held postsfar from their hometowns. That led to an impor-
tant problem of how the officials should support their parents at home and a moral conflict arose of the loyalty to the
svereign and the filial duty to their parents. The problem and the mora conflict must be solved in the background of
“ the loyalty to the sovereign comesfrom thefilial duty to parents’. So the government officials could take one of three
measures to support their parents: supporting parents at their official mansons; giving money to parents at home; and

resigning their offices to nurse their parents at home.
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