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Phenomenon of Ugly Woman

—A Kind of Trend of American Contemporary Novel

WANG  Nuo
(College of Humanities, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: There are many ugly women images in American contemporary novels. The profound intention of ths counter— traditional ug-
ly woman novel lies in: subverting the criterion and the aesthetic tradition of female beauty inman right” s society, showingthe intention that
new fanale get off the gatus being regarded as artstic work; expressing their courage which they refuse to rely on the beautiful appearance to
attract the man, thenwin social commending and the social position; transmitting the faith of depending upon developing the feminine intris-
sic potential to support oneself in the society, thus obiain the genuine equality of the sexes.

Key words ugly wanan; criterion of fanale beauty; the aesthetic tradition of female beauty

20 70 , s )

» [ 2 (p8)

20 70 )

CE)

[ 1 2007- 04— 06


https://core.ac.uk/display/323938019?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

» [6](pp- 10— 11)

« » o«
9 [ ”» (13
,
B 7 B » ( ) ?
s s s
° « » 9 ) ’
6 2 ( L9 [ 71 (p- 44)
) , . «
) ) . »
[31Cpp- 7- 14 «
9
. , I _
8 (p 13
« » » [ 8] (p- 139 , ,
(43 3
) 5
218 (p 122
2 b
, . «
» « » , » «
« » «
9 b
” « ”, « , > (beauty— withou — intell+
PG5 ¢ » gence) ¢ > (intelligence — without — beau
“« ”» s (43 ty) ,
...... ,
”» « »
, ,
9 2 9
» [9] (pp-59- 60)
s
, ‘ g »
» [5] (pp-20- 30) , 7
, . . / , (
9 ) 9 9
, (the Educated Woman)
!
9 * 2
9 2 3
, (
) ; ,
1 110 Cpp- 12- 15
, !
s >
s , , ,
>
’ .
; { » .
>
, ,
(43
3 ”
R s
[ 1] (pp- 67- 91)
s ,
, . {
. , » , «
»
, , s
[121(p6) . « »



» [13] (p. 101)
5
5 )
5 s
. «
,
2 b
”
5
,
[14]( p- 111) .
3
5
” (13
)
» [ 15](p-94)
9
5 )
,
5 s
)
,
,
9
«
s
9 9
)
» [ 16](p-121)
5
5 ,
,
)
(43
, ,
» [ 17](p-52
5
(43
5
» (18 (p 37
. « »
,
“«
” 3 ”
5
5 )

» [19] (p.86)
. « » o,
“ ?
9 , 1”
...... ) 1
[ 20]( pp 213— 214)
»[2]1(p 59 .
, « » :
HhRAFERT AW Tk, AITA? ... vo%,
B, R, TR, B AT E B AREER?
------ B ARG RBREMTARHKLS ER? ... BH R

EREMARK 2EAR? @B, wEARTAR, HFit4
F35? AW A E4E? B H e FEARRN AR, R A
B RFAR? B AR EAR, AR ARG BT e AR,
T, AR T M6 4R

TR LR R RBLH L R ARE LR L
HARBERER! R ARELEBEANAE LR AR Bhoil
o RAH o ARAME AT ASRE RRT!

WHEAGRA L LR 20 HE, R 2R E A
S AT RETE? FRE?

wH, SE B BEEZAE, EAMER A RK
A K BT LIREE BT A B0 —h AR RX LR %

S N
Rk X A 48 A

ARILR ST, AREAR S £48 D K, KRS
¥4 B A, kAEAET RN,

2, 1 [21(PRITI- 1)

(manlike)

»



« » [23] (p- W)

» [25] (p. 304)

(selling beauty and selling with beauty) ,

» [26] (p-117)

[ ]

[ 1] Charlotte M. Wright: Plain and Ugly Janes : The Rise of the Ugly
Woman in ContemporaryAmerican Fiction, Gardand, 2000.

[ 2]Margaret Gaffney Wolitarsky: Portrait of Lady: A Study of the Ugly
Woman Tradition in Literature from Fairy Tales and Folk Tales to
Seventeenth Century Drama, UMI, 1992.

[ 3]Rebecca Goldstein: The Dark Siger, Viking, 1991.

[ 4]Sarah Bird: The Boyfriend School, Pocket Books, 1989.

[ 5]Sarah Bird: The Mommy Club, Laurel/ Dell, 1991.

[ 6] Charlotte M. Wright: Plain and Ugly Janes: The Rise of the Ugly
Woman in ContemporaryAmerican Fiction, Garland, 2000.

[7]1J. Richard Udry & Bruce K. FEckland: Being Ugly, Omni ( June
1985) .

[ 8] Barbara G. Walker: The Crone: Woman of Age, Wisdom and Pow-
er, Hamper & Row, 1988.

[ 9] Naomi Wolf: The Beauty Myth : How Images of Beauty Are Used
Against Women , William Morrow, 1991.

[ 10] Mary Ame Ferguson: Images of Women in Lierature, Houghton
Miflin, 1936.

[ 11] Lorrie Moore: You’re Ugly,Too. Like Life, Knopf, 1990.

[ 12] Sibyl James: The Adventures of Stout Mama , Papier— Mache Press,
1993.

[ 13] Sarah Bird: Virgin of the Rodeo, Doubleday, 1993.

[14] Joama Russ: How to Suppress Women’ s Writing, Uniersity of
Texas Press, 1983.

[ 15] Naomi Wolf: The Beauty Myth: How Images of Beauty Are Used
Againg Women , Willian Momow, 1991.

[ 16] Charlotte M. Wright: Plain and Ugly Janes: The Rise of the Ugly
Woman in ContemporaryAmerican Fiction, Garland, 2000.

[ 17] Carolyn Heibrun: Writing a Woman’ s Life, Ballantine, 1988.

[ 18] Linda Kraus Worley: The Body, Beauty, and Women: The Ugly
Heroine n Stories hy ThereseHuber and Gabriele Reuter , The Ger
man Quarterdy 64( Summer 1991) .

[ 19] Barbara Rex: Ugly Gid, W. W. Norton, 1982

[ 21] Carolyn Heibrun: Writing a Woman’ s Life, Ballantine, 1988.

[ 2] Katherine Dunn: Geek Love, Knopf, 1989.

[ 23] Amn Beatie:“ Hale Hardy and the Amazing Animal Woman”, Dis
tortions, Fawcett, 1979.

[ 24] Alice Walker: Her Sweet Jerome, in Mary Ame Ferguson (ed.):
Images of Women in Literature, 2d ed., Houghton Miflin, 1977

[ 25] Alice Walker: Everyday Use, i Black — Eyed Susansg/ Midnight
Birds: Stories By and About Black Women, ed. Mary Helen Wash
ington, Anchor, 1990.

[ 26] Charlotte M. Wright: Plain and Ugly Janes: The Rise of the Ugly
Woman in Contemporary American Fiction , Garland, 2000.



