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On the thought of “ valuing life” conceived in hexagram Fu and its actual significance

TIAN Qing qing
(Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract Hexagram Fu & =5( Returning, the 24" hexagram in the received version of Zhouyi) is one of the
twelve waning and waxing hexagrams and approximately corresponds to the Winter Solstice when the sun’ s
straight radiating point begins to return to the Northern H emisphere. It manifests an image of “ thunder under
the earth” which symbolizes the rebirth of Yang and the myriad things. So, the attribute of hexagram Fu is
Yang and growth. A consensus has never reached on the issue of which place it returns to. By the saying of
that “ Fu reveals the heart of heaven and earth” cited from the Tuan Z ( Judgment) of the hexagram, this pa
per attempts to elaborate the thought of “ valuing life” conceived in the hexagram and its actual significance.
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