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On the Overseas Chinese in the Industrialization of Myanmar from 1948 to 1962
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( Center for Southeas Asia Studies, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)
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Abstract: Under the pressure of nationalization, many Burmese overseas Chinese began to switch
their capital from ommerce to industry after Myanmar s independence, played an important role in
the industrialization of the country. It improved the capacity of capital formation, inaeased selfreli-
ance of Burmese economy and promoted the change of Burmese industrial structure. Overseas
Chinese s important role in Burmese industrialization can be attributed to the mobility of the Chinese
society in Myanmar since they were not bound by agriculture and earth, their sensitivity to the mar
ket as emigrant economy and their modemity. Other positive conditions contributed to this, such as
favorable political and economical situaion, the Bumese government s policy encouraging immigra-

nts to venture into industry and the Chinese government s support to overseas Chinese.
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