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The New Role of Academic Disciplines in the Perspective of Discipline

Construction in Chinese and American Universities: A Comparative Study
LUO Yar hua
( Institute of Higher Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Reforms in higher education with academic discipline corstruction as its core are well under way
the world over. Clarifying the comotation and the function of the various disciplines and defining their status
and roles in the reforms and development of the universities in China are highly necessary in promoting disci-
pline construction. A comparative perspective is adopted in redefining the new role of academic disciplines
and a series of measures are proposed regarding discipline construction in institutions of higher learning in
China.
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