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  Indonesia’s Renaming of Part of SCS  

as “North Natuna Sea” Groundless 

Yubing SHI, Associate Professor of SCSI, Xiamen University 

On July 14, 2017, the Indonesian government released its 

amended Map of the Republic of Indonesia, in which relevant 

sea areas in the Southwest of the South China Sea (SCS) are 

renamed as North Natuna Sea. On August 25, China’s Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs presented a note verbale to the Indonesian 

Embassy in Beijing, explicitly expressing its opposition to and 

non-recognition of Indonesia’s unilateral name-changing 

action, and demanding that Indonesia rescind its decision on 

this renaming.    

Indonesia is a non-claimant State in the SCS disputes 

concerning the sovereignty of maritime features, and China 

also recognizes Indonesia’s sovereignty over the Natuna 

Islands. Nevertheless, the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 

claimed by Indonesia based on the Natuna Islands overlaps 

with the dotted line claimed by China in the SCS. The 

renaming of the sea areas in the Southwest of the SCS as the 

North Natuna Sea by Indonesia aims to demonstrate that the 

relevant waters inside the dotted line are within the EEZ of 

Indonesia. It is reported that Indonesia will register the new 

name with the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) 

so as to legitimize its renaming action. 

Here questions arise: do the name-changing actions by 

Indonesia comply with international law? Can Indonesia’s 

objective of the actions be achieved? 
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The fact is that there exist overlapping maritime entitlements claimed by China and Indonesia in the 

Southwestern parts of the SCS. Some commentators assert that, the renaming actions by Indonesia 

reflect the long-held position of Indonesia that it does not recognize China’s dotted line and 

China-claimed historic rights in the waters surrounded by the dotted line. It believes that the award of 

July 12, 2016 provides so-called legal basis for its position. Nevertheless, the various statements of 

Chinese government and current research indicate that, this award is groundless in fact and law, and 

thus should be null and void. Existing evidence and the fact that China treats the Nansha Qundao 

(Spratly Islands) as a whole in claiming its maritime rights and interests reveal that, China enjoys 

undisputed sovereign rights, jurisdiction and historic rights over the waters inside the dotted line. 

Accordingly, Indonesia shall in the first place negotiate with China regarding the maritime 

delimitation in the northern sea of the Natuna Islands in accordance with its obligations under 

Paragraph 4 of the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea 

(DOC). Furthermore, based on Articles 74 and 83 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea (UNCLOS), the two States “shall make every effort to enter into provisional arrangements of 

a practical nature” before an agreement on the delimitation of the EEZ or continental shelf is reached 

between them. However, the unilateral actions of Indonesia in this case, similar with its blowing up 

foreign ships in 2016, are inconsistent with UNCLOS. 

Furthermore, it does not make any sense that Indonesia attempts to register the new name with the 

IHO. As a name for internationally recognized geographic substance, the term South China Sea has 

clear geographic limits and has long been recognized and accepted by the international community 

including the United Nations. When examining the amended geographic name submitted by its 

member States, the IHO will generally seek views from its member States. It is thus nearly impossible 

that the submitted new name by Indonesia could be approved by the IHO. 

Simply like the name Indian Ocean does not mean that the ocean is solely owned by India, the 

unilaterally-renamed North Natuna Sea does not indicate that relevant maritime entitlements 

associated with the sea belong to Indonesia exclusively. Instead, the unilateral actions by Indonesia 

will disturb the current peace in the SCS and are not conductive to maintaining and developing the 

bilateral relations between China and Indonesia. In 2011 the Philippines renamed the disputed 

waterway in the SCS as the “West Philippine Sea”, followed by years’ tension and confrontation 

between the Philippines and China. Indonesia might get some enlightenment from this example. 

 

 

 

The South China Sea Underwater Cultural Heritage Preservation Status Quo Seminar was held on 

July 21, 2017 in Xiamen, China  

http://scsi.xmu.edu.cn/8a/7e/c7404a297598/page.htm 

 
The 5th round Sino-US Maritime Issues and International Law Dialogue was held on July 27-28, 2017 

in Proton, USA 
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http://www.nanhai.org.cn/dynamic-detail/35/5005.html 

 
The South China Sea Deepwater Oil and Gas Development Strategy Seminar was held on August 1, 

2017 in Shanghai, China 

http://mgg.tongji.edu.cn/24/ff/c8429a75007/page.htm 

 
The 2nd South China Sea Fishing Festival was held on August 16, 2017 in Sanya, China 

http://www.hellosea.net/news/focus/2017-08-17/43321.html 

 
The 115th South China Sea Forum was held on August 28, 2017 in Nanjing, China  

https://nanhai.nju.edu.cn/3e/55/c5814a212565/page.htm 

 
 
 
 

The 2017 Annual Academic Meeting of the Chinese Society of the Law of the Sea will be held on 

October 13-16, 2017 in Xi’an City, Shanxi Province, China.   

http://www.cima.gov.cn/_d276755827.htm 

 
Maritime Security Dialogue will be held on September 14, 2017 in Washington, D.C., the United States.  

https://www.usni.org/events/maritime-security-dialogue-21 

 
The Workshop “ASEAN Mechanisms on Maritime Security Cooperation” will be held on September 

26, 2017 in Singapore. 

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/event/workshop-by-maritime-security-programme-idss-4/#.Wau0-3r7ybR 

 
Maritime Reconnaissance and Surveillance Forum will be held on September 26-28, 2017 in Rome, 

Italy. 

http://maritimerecon.iqpc.co.uk/?utm_medium=portal&mac=IQPCCORP 

 
The 19th International Conference on Marine Ecology and Conservation will be held on November 29 - 

30, 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

https://www.waset.org/conference/2017/11/bangkok/ICMEC 

 

Research Vessel 'Kexue' Departs Xiamen for South China Sea 

China Daily, July 26, 2017 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/fujian/2017-07/26/content_30256869.htm 

 
Britain Plans to Send Warship to S. China Sea 

The Straitstimes, July 28, 2017 

http://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/britain-plans-to-send-warship-to-s-china-sea 

 
In Order to Exploration of Ocean and Sea, the State Oceanic Administration Held a News Conference 

to Express the Achievements of Deep Ocean Biological Resources Exploration  

National Deep Sea Center, July 29, 2017 

http://www.ndsc.org.cn/News/Details/0a42e082-9773-45ec-847e-13b3337a82af 

 
China's Eighth Arctic Expedition Arrives at the First Leg of the Task 

China Ocean News, July 31, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170731/68312.shtml 

 
ASEAN, China to Formally Endorse South China Sea Code of Conduct Framework 

The Straitstimes, August 1, 2017 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/asean-china-to-formally-endorse-south-china-sea-code-of-conduct-

framework 

 
Foreign Media: The Agreement on the Framework of the Code of Conduct in South China Sea Will 

Be Officially Approved 

Cankaoxiaoxi, August 2,2017 

http://www.cankaoxiaoxi.com/china/20170802/2215857.shtml 

 
China Joins Search for Missing US Sailor in South China Sea 

China Daily, August 4, 2017 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-08/04/content_30347846.htm 

 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers Endorse Framework of COC in South China Sea 

Global Times, August 5, 2017 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1059784.shtml 

 
ASEAN Agrees to China's Proposed Initiatives to Kickstart Formal Negotiations on COC 

China Daily, August 6, 2017 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/06/content_30349939.htm 
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A Deep-Sea Microbial Enrichment System Has Been Deployed in the Western Pacific Ocean for the 

First Time in China: Building A Deep-Sea Experimental Platform for Submarine Research 

China Ocean News, August 7, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170807/68428.shtml 

 
Australia, Japan and US Call for Legally Binding Code of Conduct on South China Sea 

The Straitstimes, August 7, 2017 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/australia-japan-and-us-call-for-legally-binding-code-of-conduct-on-

south-china-sea 

 
Australia Denounces China's South China Sea Aggression in Joint Statement 

Sydney Morning Herald, August 7, 2017 

http://www.smh.com.au/world/australia-denounces-chinas-south-china-sea-aggression-in-statement-with-alli

es-20170807-gxra5u.html 

 
Defense Ministry Spokesperson Wu Qian's Remarks on Japan's 2017 Defense White Paper 

Ministry of National Defense of the People's Republic of China, August 8, 2017 

http://www.mod.gov.cn/topnews/2017-08/08/content_4788239.htm?from=timeline 

 
Philippine Foreign Minister to Denounce the United States, Japan and Australia to Intervene in the 

South China Sea: China Is the Driving Force of the Economy and the South China Sea Peace Is the 

Most Important Thing 

Cankaoxiaoxi, August 9, 2017 

http://www.cankaoxiaoxi.com/world/20170809/2218513.shtml 

 
Philippine FM Lauds China's Positive Role in Southeast Asia 

China Daily, August 9, 2017 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-08/09/content_30383750.htm 

 
Cambodia FM Calls Adoption of COC Framework Very Positive Step for ASEAN-China Ties 

Global Times, August 9, 2017 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1060486.shtml 

 
The U.S. Aircraft Carrier Will Pay First Visit to Vietnam After the Vietnam War: to Protect the 

"Freedom of Navigation" 

Huanqiu, August 10, 2017 

http://m.huanqiu.com/r/MV8wXzExMTA1NzM5XzIyXzE1MDIzMjMwMjA= 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170807/68428.shtml
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/australia-japan-and-us-call-for-legally-binding-code-of-conduct-on-south-china-sea
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/australia-japan-and-us-call-for-legally-binding-code-of-conduct-on-south-china-sea
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australia-denounces-chinas-south-china-sea-aggression-in-statement-with-allies-20170807-gxra5u.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australia-denounces-chinas-south-china-sea-aggression-in-statement-with-allies-20170807-gxra5u.html
http://www.mod.gov.cn/topnews/2017-08/08/content_4788239.htm?from=timeline
http://www.cankaoxiaoxi.com/world/20170809/2218513.shtml
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-08/09/content_30383750.htm
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1060486.shtml
http://m.huanqiu.com/r/MV8wXzExMTA1NzM5XzIyXzE1MDIzMjMwMjA
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China Resolutely Opposes US Provocation in South China Sea: Spokesperson 

China Daily, August 11, 2017 

http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/11/content_30477485.htm 

 
The US Warship's Unauthorized Entry into the Neighboring Waters of Meiji Reef, the Chinese 

Armed Forces Immediately Sent Naval Ships to Warn It to Leave 

Huanqiu, August 11, 2017 

http://mil.huanqiu.com/world/2017-08/11111663.html 

 
U.S. Media: China May Be Turn the South China Sea Islands into the "Power Bank" 

Huanqiu, August 12, 2017 

http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11117673.html 

 
The Most Stringent of South China Sea Fishing Moratorium in the History Has Ended 

China Ocean News, August 17, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170817/68621.shtml 

 
Agreement Sign of Shared Resolve to Reduce Risks 

China Daily, August 17, 2017 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2017-08/17/content_30720035.htm 

 
Fujian's First Satellite Ocean Remote Sensing and Communication Engineering Research Center to 

Start Construction: Accelerate the Innovation and Development of Marine Science and Technology 

China Ocean News, August 18, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170818/68653.shtml 

 
Spoiler！US and Japan Confirms That the US-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and 

Security Applies to the Diaoyu Dao and Expresses the Concern over the South China Sea Issue in 

the "2+2" Meeting of the US and Japanese Foreign Ministers and Defense Ministers 

Huanqiu, August 18, 2017 

http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11145586.html 

 
Japan to Provide $500 Mil. for Indo-Pacific Maritime Security 

Mainichi Japan, August 18, 2017 

https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20170818/p2g/00m/0dm/051000c 

 

http://mil.huanqiu.com/world/2017-08/11111663.html
http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11117673.html
http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170817/68621.shtml
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2017-08/17/content_30720035.htm
http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170818/68653.shtml
http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11145586.html
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Ministry Has Stern Warning for US, Japan 

China Daily, August 19, 2017 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/19/content_30815260.htm 

 
China Calls on US, Japan to Stop Remarks on Diaoyu Islands, South China Sea 

China Daily, August 19, 2017 

http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-08/19/content_30810712.htm  

 
USN Destroyer Collides with Tanker in South China Sea, 10 Sailors Missing 

IHS Jane's Defence Weekly, August 21, 2017 

http://www.janes.com/article/73228/usn-destroyer-collides-with-tanker-in-south-china-sea-10-sailors-missin

g 

 
The Philippine President Duterte Refuted the Remarks That "China Invaded the Territory of the 

Philippines" Made by the Senior Associate Justice, Chinese：Some Individuals May Harbor Ulterior 

Motives 

Huanqiu, August 22, 2017 

http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11162057.html 

 
Demonstrating and Leading the Marine Economy Innovations and Developments 

China Ocean News, August 22, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170822/68735.shtml 

 
Hainan Fishermen Swarm to Sea as Seasonal Ban Lifted 

China Daily, August 22, 2017 

http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/22/content_30944939.htm 

 
Foreign Media: U.S. Warship Collision Reflects the United States' Ability to Intervene in the South 

China Sea Affairs Has Been Damaged and Excessive Military Using 

Cankaoxiaoxi, August 23, 2017 

http://www.cankaoxiaoxi.com/world/20170823/2223581.shtml 

 
China and Indonesia Hold the Sixth Meeting of China-Indonesia Dialogue Mechanism At Deputy 

Prime Minister Level, Both Sides Agreed to Jointly Maintain Peace And Stability in the South China 

Sea And the Region 

China Ocean News, August 24, 2017 

http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170824/68779.shtml 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/19/content_30815260.htm
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-08/19/content_30810712.htm
http://www.janes.com/article/73228/usn-destroyer-collides-with-tanker-in-south-china-sea-10-sailors-missing
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http://world.huanqiu.com/exclusive/2017-08/11162057.html
http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170822/68735.shtml
http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017-08/22/content_30944939.htm
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http://epaper.oceanol.com/shtml/zghyb/20170824/68779.shtml
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Vietnam Calls for South-East Asian Unity Amid South China Sea Tension 

The Straitstimes, August 24, 2017 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-calls-for-south-east-asian-unity-amid-south-china-sea-tens

ion 

 
Indonesia, Vietnam Mend Ties After Talks to Settle South China Sea Disputes 

The Straitstimes, August 24, 2017 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-vietnam-settle-recurring-maritime-standoffs-in-south-chi

na-sea 

 
Japanese Historian, Kuboi Norio, Recently Released a Part of the Historical Map of Japan, Which 

Confirmed That Diaoyu Dao Is an Inherent Part of the Chinese Territory 

Huanqiu, August 24, 2017 

http://mil.huanqiu.com/world/2017-08/11170325.html 

 
China Opens Cinemas on Disputed Islands 

Utusan Online，July 25, 2017 

http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/china-buka-pawagam-di-pulau-pertikaian-1.507341 

                                                 【Dan ZHAO】 
The United States to Send the Aircraft Carrier is a Sign of Support for Vietnam 

Utusan Online，August 9, 2017 

http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/as-hantar-kapal-pengangkut-pesawat-tanda-sokong-vietnam-1

.513138 

                                                【Dan ZHAO】 

China Protests US Warships Sailing near Meiji Reef 

UTUSAN ONLINE，August 11, 2017 

http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/china-bantah-kapal-perang-as-belayar-dekat-mishief-1.51401

4 

                                                【Panpan ZENG】 
Singapore Foreign Minister: ASEAN - China is Difficult to Negotiate the Issue of the South China Sea 

Vietnam Youth Daily，August 7, 2017 

http://thanhnien.vn/the-gioi/ngoai-truong-singapore-aseantrung-quoc-kho-dam-phan-ve-bien-dong-863275.h

tml 

                                                 【Panpan ZENG】 
US Warships Continue to Challenge China's Sovereign Policy in the South China Sea 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-calls-for-south-east-asian-unity-amid-south-china-sea-tension
http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-calls-for-south-east-asian-unity-amid-south-china-sea-tension
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http://mil.huanqiu.com/world/2017-08/11170325.html
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/china-buka-pawagam-di-pulau-pertikaian-1.507341
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/as-hantar-kapal-pengangkut-pesawat-tanda-sokong-vietnam-1.513138
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/as-hantar-kapal-pengangkut-pesawat-tanda-sokong-vietnam-1.513138
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/china-bantah-kapal-perang-as-belayar-dekat-mishief-1.514014
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/china-bantah-kapal-perang-as-belayar-dekat-mishief-1.514014
http://thanhnien.vn/the-gioi/ngoai-truong-singapore-aseantrung-quoc-kho-dam-phan-ve-bien-dong-863275.html
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Vietnam Law Journal，August 12, 2017 

http://baophapluat.vn//quoc-te/tau-my-tiep-tuc-thach-thuc-yeu-sach-chu-quyen-cua-trung-quoc-o-bien-dong-

348985.html 

                                                 【Panpan ZENG】 
Japan and the United States Pay Close Attention to the Situation in the East China Sea 

The Voice of Vietnam，August 18, 2017 

http://vov.vn/the-gioi/nhat-ban-va-my-quan-ngai-sau-sac-ve-tinh-hinh-bien-dong-660768.vov 

                                                 【Panpan ZENG】 
Vietnam Spoked on the Cooperation of Oil and Gas in South China Sea between China and the 

Philippine 

Vietnam Urban Economic Journal，August 17, 2017 

http://kinhtedothi.vn/viet-nam-len-tieng-vu-philippines-va-trung-quoc-hop-tac-dau-khi-o-bien-dong-295737.

html 

                                                 【Panpan ZENG】 

US Destroyers Collided with Cargo Ships near Singapore and 10 Sailors were Missing 

Vietnam zing net，August 21, 2017 

http://news.zing.vn/tau-khu-truc-my-dam-tau-hang-gan-singapore-10-thuy-thu-mat-tich-post773085.html 

                                                【Panpan ZENG】 
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