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CHICAGO SEMESTER 
DEADLINE FEB. 10 

SURESH PORTILLO
SPANISH TRANSLATION

Ah, Chicago. The United States’ third 
largest city, home to 2.7 million people 
and host to Northwestern students who 
decide to venture out into the big city 
for the Chicago Semester. If you’ve been 
considering or just thinking about what 
this off-campus study opportunity has 
to offer and how it works, allow me to 
give you some further insight from stu-
dents and staff. 

First, it is important to acknowledge 
what the Chicago semester was created 
to do. That is, “to give students some 
workplace experiences in a large city 
context, [help] students explore their 
chosen fields of study, make profes-
sional connections, and gain valuable 
hands on experiences,” as NW direc-
tor of experiential education, Kendall 
Stanislav, said. The Chicago Semester 
offers a variety of tracks that range 
from business and the sciences to 

humanities and the performing arts. 
Even hard-to-find internships can be 
found. For example, Aleja Pulgarín 
was able to land a position as a medical 
interpreting intern at a hospital in The 
City that Works.

The Chicago Semester also allows 
students to not only improve on pro-
fessional skills they already possess but 
actually gain new abilities in their re-
spective fields and beyond that.

Lee Rozeboom, a recent Chicago Se-
mester alumnus, had the opportunity 
to intern with Northwestern Mutual.

“It helped me learn so much about 
what I want to do after graduating and 
offered the opportunity for me to grow 
so much in professional skills that I 
will use for the rest of my life in other 
work places, but also in life in general,” 
he said.

Let’s not forget the fact that this is an 
off-campus study option. So there are 
courses available to students during 
their 16-week stay in Chicago. Stu-
dents are placed in a professional sem-
inar and have the ability to register for 
up to two four-credit courses.

Rozeboom enrolled in Arts in the 
City where he had the opportunity 

to attend different art events, galler-
ies or shows once a week, cost in-

cluded in tution fees.

Unsung Heroes: Stacy Roberson
KANSAS CITY NATIVE
STACY ROBERSON

CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS

It’s lunchtime. Your stomach has 
been rumbling since your 10:40 a.m. 
class. You enter the cafeteria and 
head straight back to the Interaction 
area. It’s your favorite meal – maybe 
it’s Caesar salad, stir fry, shrimp fet-
tucine or cheese ravioli. You are not 
only greeted by the smells of your 
meal but also by a big smile from 
Stacy Roberson, the chef in charge 
of the Interaction area. He strikes 
up a conversation with you as you 
wait in line. He asks how your day 
is going as he hands you a plate 
heaped with your favorite meal.

Born and raised in Kansas City, 
Missouri, Roberson started cook-
ing when he was 18. He began at 
Shoney’s, a chain restaurant lo-
cated in Midwestern and South-
ern states. From there, he was 
employed at various restaurants 
and hotels, working his way up. 

Before Northwestern, Roberson 
was with the Ararat Shriners as the 
kitchen manager of the clubhouse. 
His culinary skills from Kansas City 
would soon take him to Northwest 
Iowa once Roberson got married. He 
and his wife moved here to be closer 
to his wife’s family, and since then, 
he has been at NW for nine years. 

“I was excited from the time 
I hit Northwestern’s property. 
My typical day is I am up run-
ning, laughing, having the best 
time possible,” Roberson said. 

With NW’s new Creative Dining, 
food preperation begins a day ear-
ly. What Roberson is preparing to-
day isn’t necessarily for that day but 
rather for the next day. Roberson 
and his team feel prep time is just 
as important as cooking the meal is. 

From the moment students walk 
up to the Interactive area, it’s ob-
vious how much Roberson cares 
about his job and for the students.

“Stacy is not just a cook for 

Northwestern students,” freshman 

Micah Van Kalsbeek said, “He is 
every Northwestern student’s sweet 
pal that knows how to stir up some 

darn good dishes with a smile.”
Roberson also loves interacting 

with the students.

PHOTO BY ALYSSA GLANZ 
Stacy Roberson, a chef in charge of the interaction area at the caferteria, poses in the kitchen.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

PHOTO COURTESY NW MARCOMM 
Noah Haverdink, a business administration and finance major, interned at Northwestern Mutual spring 2019,
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MUSIC REVIEW

“The Good Place” finale satisfies and catharizes
MOVIE REVIEW

MAKING 
PHILOSOPHY FUN
ZACHARY WILSON
THEATER

“Welcome! Everything 
is fine.” On Sept. 9, 2016, 
this was what greeted au-
diences when NBC’s “The 
Good Place” first aired. Last 
Thursday, the show aired it’s 
final episode, “Whenever 
You’re Ready.”

Throughout its lifetime, 
the show followed the jour-
ney of Eleanor Shelstrop 
(Kristen Bell), Chidi Anago-
nye (William Jackson Harp-
er), Jason Mendoza (Manny 
Jacinto) and Tahani Al-Jamil 
(Jameela Jamil) as they use 
their afterlife to try to make 
sense of their ones on earth.

With the goal of becoming 
better people than the ones 
they were on Earth, the four 
friends explore the works 
of Aristotle, Kant, Scanlon, 
Camus, Sartre and many 
other foundational philos-
ophers in an comedic and 
accessible manner. This is 

done in an attempt to fulfill 
the objective of the show’s 
creator, Michael Schur, who 
wanted a way to help people 
learn moral philosophy in an 
approachable way.

“I think people don’t like 
being lectured to,” Schur 
said in an interview with 
The Washington Post, “I 
don’t like being lectured to, 
frankly. If moral philoso-
phy wasn’t just going to be 
a tertiary part of the show 
but instead was going to be 
baked into the very center of 
it, then comedy was a much 
better delivery mechanism.”

This method seems to have 
served the show very well, 
as it has received incredible 
critical response, even mak-
ing it into The Guardian’s list 
of “The 100 best TV shows of 
the 21st Century”, as it’s 69th 
entry. The show has even 
been implemented into one 
of Northwestern’s classes, 
“Philosophy Through Film 
and Fiction”, taught by Dr. 
Randy Jensen. 

In an interview about the 
show coming to a close, Jen-

sen says that there’s a lot that 
he appreciates about its exe-
cution of exposing the general 
audience to moral philosophy.

“I tend to pull examples 
from pop culture in my 
teaching,” said Jensen. “It’s a 
way to make difficult or un-
familiar concepts more rele-
vant, and then along comes 
The Good Place, which does 
all of that and then some. I 
never quite imagined a show 
that would so explicitly in-
volve philosophy.”

By creating a warm and 
welcoming environment, the 
show is able to ask it’s audi-
ence questions like: What 
does it mean to be a good 
person? What about human-
ity and life are intrinsically 
valuable? And why is it im-
portant to do good? With the 
show’s ending, these are the 
questions that it leaves be-
hind as its legacy.

The series finale is a bit-
tersweet closing of an in-
credible and heartfelt story 
of a group of people who all 
decide it’s worthwhile to be-
come better people. 

That becomes the mes-
sage of the show. “It’s not 
about doing the right thing,” 
siad Jensen. “It’s about hav-
ing the right motives. And 
that’s the move that’s going 
to undercut the importance 
of the afterlife. The message 
for us is don’t be a good per-
son because you want to go 
to heaven or you don’t want 
to go to hell. You should be a 
good person because you care 
about the people who are in 
front of you, which I think is 
very New Testament, really.”

“The Good Place” makes 
sure that even though the 
show itself is ending, it is 
ending with its message de-
livered. For many of its fans, 
the goodbye is a difficult one 
but a meaningful one as well. 
The show was able to use its 
time on air to create some-
thing really special. 

It told the story of a re-
markable group of charac-
ters that many of us can see 
ourselves in. It leaves the 
hope that there is good in the 
world and that progress in 
ourselves and in our society 

is possible, if the work is put 
in to make it happen.

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDb   

“Manic” dives into difficult topics
NEW ALBUM, SAME 
CLASSIC SOUND                 

ABIGAIL MOODY
PUBLIC RELATIONS
       

Themes of self-discov-
ery, hurt and healing fill the 
songs of Manic, the latest al-
bum by 25-year-old Ashley 
Frangipane, better known as 
Halsey. The tracks are full of 
Halsey’s distinct Indie vocals, 
and combine personal expe-
riences with storytelling, per 
Halsey’s classic style. 

On Manic, Halsey is any-
thing but shy, opening up about 
experiences, good and bad, that 
have shaped her into the per-
son and star she is today.

Songs like “You Should 
Be Sad”, “Without Me” and 
“Graveyard” hint to Halsey’s 
history of apparently emotion-
ally abusive relationships. 

On her track, “Graveyard,” 
Halsey sings “Oh, ‘cause I keep 
diggin’ myself down deeper // I 
won’t stop ‘til I get where you 
are /…/ I would’ve followed all 
the way to the graveyard.” 

“Without Me,” which ended 
up being Halsey’s most suc-
cessful single to date, she sings, 
“Put you right back on your 
feet // Just so you can take ad-
vantage of me.”  These lyrics tell 
a story of how messed up peo-

ple and relationships can affect 
our judgement and dig us into a 
deep, deep hole that can be very 
hard to climb out of.

Halsey’s struggles with men-
tal health and bipolar disorder 
are captured in tracks like “Ash-
ley,” “3am” and “Clementine.” 

“Ashley” talks about being 
stuck in a vision for life that 
wasn’t hers. It ends with a vocal 
voiceover where Halsey says, 
“But I’m just a...girl // Who’s 
looking for my own peace of 
mind // Don’t assign me yours.” 

“3am” talks about how 
physical relationships have al-
ways left her feeling alone, and 
how “digital” relationships are 
the ones that gratify. Halsey 
sings, “Cause it’s 3am // And 
I’m calling everybody that I 
know // And here we go again 
// While I’m running through 
the numbers in my phone,” 
and the rest of the chorus de-
scribes what a digital relation-
ship looks like at 3 a.m. 

“Clementine” unpacks some 
of Halsey’s struggles with bi-
polar disorder, and she sings, 
“Because in my world, I’m 
constantly, constantly havin’ a 
breakthrough (hmm) // Or a 
breakdown, or a blackout.”

On her song “I HATE EV-
ERYBODY,” Halsey talks about 
how her self-esteem is often 
shaped by the opinions of the 
people around her. She sings, 

“If I could make you love me 
// Maybe you could make me 
love me // And if I can’t make 
you love me // Then I’ll just 
hate everybody.”

In the songs “Finally // beau-
tiful stranger,” “Still Learning” 
and “929,” Halsey sings about 
learning to love herself, accept-
ing her past and learning that 
moving on can be beautiful. 
On “929,” Halsey sings, “That I 
wasn’t in love then, and I’m still 
not now // And I’m so happy I 
figured that out.” 

The theme and central line 
of “Still Learning” is, “I’m 
still learning to love myself.” 
Through bipolar disorder, 
abandonment, break-ups and 
all the other struggles she sings 
about, Halsey seems to be tak-
ing some solid steps towards 
moving on.

Manic features additional 
artists in the songs “Dominic’s 
interlude,” featuring Dominic 
Fike; “SUGA’S interlude,” fea-
turing Suga and BTS; and “Ala-
nis’ interlude,” featuring Alanis 
Morissette. “Alanis’ Interlude” 
solidifies Halsey’s bisexual sta-
tus, talking about sexuality and 
gender fluidity.

There are a few clear stand-
outs on this album. Songs like 
“Graveyard,” “Finally // beauti-
ful stranger” and “Without me” 
are tunes that will undoubtedly 
end up stuck in your head. 

However, there are a few 
instances of explicit language 
in half the songs in this al-
bum, and some of the rest of 

the songs seemed to blend to-
gether into a sea of forgettable 
lyrics. This album highlights 
some real and relatable issues 

for our generation, however I 
don’t think it is one that I will 
be returning to frequently.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.MANICTHEALBUM.COM
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Upcoming Valentine’s Day concert to focus on God’s love
A DIFFERENT KIND 
OF LOVE

MORIAH WITTENBERG
NURSING
 

As you walk through the 
wooden doors of Christ Chap-
el, you are presented with 
a large, dimmed and silent 
room. Scores of pews stand 
before you. Below you lies an 
expanse of stage with rows of 
chairs and their accompanying 
music stands carefully placed. 

Though the space gives you 
a feeling of solemnity and 
peace, you know that in a few 
weeks, the atmosphere will be 
transformed. 

The lights will be blazing, 
and the space will be filled with 
the intricate dance of musical 
melodies and harmonies origi-
nating from an array of instru-
ments. The mood of this space 
will be transformed from one 
of silence to one of vivacious-
ness and beauty. 

Come and join the band on 
Friday, Feb. 14 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Christ Chapel as they pres-
ent their show “For God So 
Loved…”, a collection of pieces 
exploring the different aspects 
of God’s love.

In less than two weeks, the 

Symphonic Band will be pre-
senting a series of pieces cen-
tered around the idea of God’s 
love. Appropriately, this con-
cert with its focus on love also 
falls on Valentine’s Day, a day 
established specifically for the 
celebration of love. 

Interestingly, this concert 
has a deliberate connec-
tion to the concert the band 
presented last fall. Last se-
mester, the pieces were cen-
tered around God’s creation, 
whereas this concert is based 
around God’s love. 

There is a strong and inti-
mate tie between the two. 

“I think reminding us of 
what God created, especial-
ly his creation of us, directly 
leads us to his love,” said Re-
becca Jackson, member of the 
Symphonic Band.

She continued by noting 
how easy it is to overlook and 
underappreciate the ordinary 
and mundane parts of life, and 
consequently, how little peo-
ple remember the perfection 
of God’s creation and of God’s 
love that can be found in those 
ordinary parts of life. 

For Jackson, “These concerts 
bring to light some of the most 

important and often forgotten 
aspects of God.”

Since returning to school for 
the spring semester, the band 
has been hard at work to mas-
ter the selected pieces. 

Originally composed by Da-
vid Maslanka, “Give Us This 
Day” is one of the pieces that 
will be performed. 

Libby Ven Huizen of the 
Symphonic Band notes that 
this composition “is a piece 
based off of the Lord’s Prayer.” 

Further, Erica Wasson, an-
other member of the band, 
referenced the unique nature 
of this piece. 

“‘Give Us This Day’ has 
amazing writing and uses 
many of the instruments in 
ways that aren’t always com-
mon among other composers,” 
said Wasson. 

Other pieces that will be 
performed are “How Deep 
the Fathers Love” by Anthony 
LaBounty and “Trauermusik” 
by Richard Wagner.

While the band has cer-
tainly focused on mastering 
the technical and musical 
aspects of these pieces, they 
have also focused on prepar-

ing their hearts. 
“We’ve been exploring how 

truly deep the Father’s love 
for us is, how God’s love was 
made incarnate through Jesus 
and how we can share that 
love with one another,” said 
Ven Huizen.

What sets this concert 
apart from others is the cen-
tral theme of love. A large 

majority of concerts are not 
designed around one specific 
idea, which is what makes this 
collection of pieces so unique. 

“It’s really important for me 
to be reminded that everything 
I do is for the glory of God,” 
said Jackson, “and that’s some-
thing I’ve been consistently 
reminded of in preparation for 
this concert.”

As you sit in the large, 
dimmed chapel space, as you 
watch the musicians take their 
places in front of their mu-
sic stands, as the lights blaze 
and the air fills with the sweet 
sound of melodies and harmo-
nies, you will be reminded of 
the beauty of God’s creation 
and the depths of his love for 
his people.

               PHOTO BY KILEY MEEDER
The Symphonic Band concert will take place on Feb. 14.

Biannual musical unites NW departments
HEARTFELT AND 
DEEP MUSICAL    

RACHEL SMART
THEATER

Every other year the North-
western theater and music de-
partments have the incredible 
opportunity to join forces to 
produce a musical. In 2018, the 
departments collaborated to 
produce “Next to Normal” di-
rected by Dr. Bob Hubbard, and 
this month they will premiere 
“Bright Star” directed by Jeff 
Barker on the stage of the Pro-
scenium Theatre. 

Compared to many of the 
shows Broadway is produc-
ing right now, the musical is a 
breath of fresh air with its blue-
grass sound and narrative based 
on incredible true experiences. 
Written by Steve Martin and 
Edie Brickell, the story is set in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
North Carolina in 1945-1946 
but contains flashbacks to the 
year 1923 and follows the jour-
ney of witty heroine Alice Mur-
phy who is played in NW’s pro-
duction by Karisa Meier. 

This musical has been an 
amazing opportunity for music 
and theater students to collab-
orate in ways they don’t usually 
have the opportunity to given 
that participating in either de-
partment often comes with an 
extremely tight schedule. 

“It’s very rare that the mu-
sic students get to participate 
in theater and theater students 

get to participate in music, so I 
think [this production] is won-
derful,” said Grace Spencer who 
plays the spunky Lucy.

“It’s a wonderful camaraderie 
of artists,” Barker said.

While many of the cast have 
been doing music and theater 
together for years, like Spen-
cer, there are others for whom 
“Bright Star” is an opportunity 
to get back into the music or 
theater scenes they’ve enjoyed in 
the past. 

This is the case for both male 
leads: Liam Swart and Kitrick 
Fynaardt. Swart hasn’t been a 
part of a NW theatrical produc-
tion before “Bright Star” aside 
from some small work in the 
opera last year, but he used to act 
in elementary school and is very 
excited about his opportunity to 
be on stage again. 

As for Fynaardt, he took choir 
for four years in high school, but 
in college, he has heavily leaned 
into theater.

“It is an absolute blessing to 
work with Northwestern’s vocal 
coach and flex the singing mus-
cles I have recently only used 
for chapel and blasting music 
in the car” said Fynaardt. “It is 
an honor to get to use both my 
acting and my singing gifts in 
glory to God.” 

Aside from seeing this amaz-
ing collaboration, there are 
many reasons to get tickets to 
“Bright Star” this month. 

Libby Ven Huizen who plays 
Margot said, “The music is so 
diverse and versatile, and it’s so 

fun to perform. I think that peo-
ple who hear it will really enjoy 
it and that it really compliments 
the storyline.” 

“Bright Star” is an incredibly 
touching story that, like this past 
fall’s production of the “Curi-
ous Incident of the Dog in the 
Nighttime,” is likely to move 
many in the audience to tears of 

joy and sorrow alike.
 “Every emotion felt onstage 

has been felt, in some small 
way, by every member of the 
audience: joy, love, disappoint-
ment, angst, heartbreak,” said 
Fynaardt. “These are human 
emotions, and this is a very hu-
man show.” 

Barker said that he in par-

ticular was drawn to the story 
of “Bright Star” because of how 
much he loves narratives about 
“finding lost things.” 

“Those are gospel stories 
about us being lost and God 
sending his son to find us,” said 
Barker. “Bright Star gives us 
hope that the lost will one day 
be found.” 

To see this sweeping tale of 
love, loss and restoration go to 
nwciowa.edu/tickets to reserve 
tickets which are free for NW 
students and staff. Dates and 
times for the productions of 
“Bright Star” are Feb. 15 and 20-
22 at 7:30 p.m. and February 15 
and 22 at 2:00 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
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Professors give new insight into history
PROFESSORS AS 
AUTHORS

VANESSA STOKES
WRITING AND RHETORIC

On campus, students see 
their professors daily. But a 
lot of students may not realize 
that many of their professors 
have hobbies outside of the 
classroom and their teaching 
responsibilities, including be-
ing published authors. 

Professors Jeff Barker, Sam-
uel Martin and Lila Sybesma 
have harnessed their writing 
abilities to provide new in-
sights into historical stories.

Along with being a pub-
lished author, Barker is a pro-
fessor of theater, department 
chair and the director of Dra-
ma Ministries Ensemble. He 
has written countless plays. A 
few with a specific subject in 
mind have been the focus of 
his most recent works. This 
book trilogy – “Sioux Center 
Sudan,” “Iowa Ethiopia” and 
“Zambia Home” – follow Ar-
lene Schuiteman, a missionary 
nurse, as she travels from her 
hometown in Iowa to Sudan, 
Ethiopia and Zambia to do 
ministry and healing work. 

“This is a story of Ethiopian 
history: both ancient history 
as well as modern history, and 
it’s a way of honoring that cul-
ture and honoring God’s work 
in Ethiopia by giving the story 
back to them so that the story 
can be kept alive in the next 
generation,” Barker said.

 The first installment of 

this trilogy was released in 
March 2018. The second was 
released in November 2019. 
“Zambia Home” is yet to be 
published as a novel. Howev-
er, all three books originally 
stemmed from shorter plays 
that Barker originally wrote to 
tell Schuiteman’s story.

 “Often a book is written 
first and then a play based 
on it. In this case, the play 
was written first and then the 
book is an expansion of that 
play,” Barker said.

Dr. Samuel Martin, a pro-
fessor of English, has also tak-
en history but blended it with 
fiction to try to face the harsh 
realities of the place he grew 
up in his first published work, 
“This Ramshackle Taberna-
cle.” Published in 2010, this 
work of short stories depicts 
some difficult but true reali-
ties that happened at the edge 
of rural Ontario’s woodlands 
– things like addictions, bul-
lying, alienation, loneliness 
and murder. 

“I wanted to look more di-
rectly at some of these hard 
realities I’d all but ignored 
growing up, and I wanted to 
do so in a way that affirmed 
the value of all the lives I 
wrote about, even those the 
larger world might dub fail-
ures,” Martin said. 

After “This Ramshack-
le Tabernacle,” Martin has 
written three more books: “A 
Blessed Snarl,” religious fic-
tion; “Burn Lisetta Byrne,” 
crime thriller; and “Hipswitch 
and Huggledug’s Christmas 

Heist,” a children’s book. 
“Burn Lisetta Byrne” will be 
published this fall 2020. Mar-
tin hopes to write a nonfic-
tion book on spirituality, art 
and outcasts and maybe even 
a science fiction thriller. No 
matter what genre, Martin has 
something for every reader. 

Lila Sybesma worked 
through her family history for 
12 years before releasing her 
book “Yours: The Civil War, a 
Love Triangle, and the Steam-
boat Sultana” in April 2019. It 
involved the Sultana Disaster 
which was the deadliest Mari-
time incident in United States 

history. It is a tragedy mostly 
unknown in the U.S., despite 
its magnitude. Sybesma’s great 
great-uncle, Joseph Taylor, 
was one of the few survivors 
and the main character of her 
book. She found handwritten 
letters from Taylor that dated 
back to before and after the 
incident that inspired her. 

Ever since, she was 
haunted by the ghost of her 
family history.

Sybesma said, “I had diffi-
culty sleeping because the sto-
ry was running through my 
head,” Sybesma said.

She would scribble notes 

on napkins in the car, on 
tickets at rodeos. Everywhere 
she went, ideas for the novel 
would integrate their way into 
her everyday life. 

The fiction book follows 
Sybesma’s great great-uncle 
Joseph, his brother Gabe and 
Sarah Sutton as they write 
each other letters during the 
Civil War. The brothers serve 
with the Union Army until 
they are taken prisoner and 
sent to a Confederate prison 
camp. Sutton spends her time 
in battlefield hospitals and 
spying for the Union Army. 
It’s a story of love and loss all, 

intended to be as historically 
accurate as possible. Sybes-
ma spent time at many of the 
sites and locations tied into 
the disaster in order to teach 
her audience facts while giv-
ing them fantasy. 

These three professors 
show the power of written 
history from many different 
angles, even allowing for their 
own stories to be interwoven 
as well. All of these books, 
as well as countless others, 
can be found in the DeWitt 

Learning Commons and are 

available for checkout.

Unsung Heroes: Stacy Roberson
FROM PAGE 1
     

“It’s a privilege to me to be 

a part of students’ journeys, 

as they move forward in their 

four years at Northwestern,” 

said Roberson. “I can play 

just a little bit of a part of that 

with you just when you come 

in [to the cafeteria].”

However, when Roberson 

goes home, he is happily the 

foodie instead of the chef. 

He loves eating what he has 

made, but he especially likes 

going home, relaxing and 

eating what his loved one has 

made for him.

“I only cook. I never really 

got into baking. I never liked 
the flour and the yeast,” Rob-
erson said.

When Roberson is not at 
work, he enjoys cooking, but 

he also has other hobbies that 

require some work with his 

hands, including camping, 

building, fishing and working 

in the garden.

“Catfish, bass, crappie, 

bluegill. I can filet that right 

on up for you,” Roberson 

said.

As much as Roberson loves 

cooking and the students, he 

loves his whole team. With-

out the rest of the Creative 

Dining staff, Roberson would 

not be able to do what he 

loves every day, and his team 

appreciates him.

“It’s a privilege to have 

Stacy here,” Creative Din-

ing’s general manager Barry 

Schroeter said. “He is a chef, 
and he has come up through 
the ranks. He does an awe-

some job. I love to work with 

him, and he allows me to be 

in his playground.”

The next time you see Chef 

Stacy stirring up another one 

of his delicious meals, don’t 

be afraid to ask him how his 

day is. He will likely give you 

one of his famous Stacy smiles.

PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY
Professors on campus contribute their extra time to documenting their own version of history through their published books.

PHOTO BY ALYSSA GLANZ
Stacy enjoys his time working at Northwestern as a chef and as a usual face for the students to converse with.
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Career experience
FROM PAGE 1                            

Which brings me to my next 
point: it’s Chicago! Imagine the 
art, the concerts, the sites and 
the food that implies. One of 
the students’ highlights of their 
semester was the Light Show 
of Chicago, welcoming winter 
with different lights and floats, 
making it the third largest pa-
rade in the nation.

But let’s focus back on some 
of the logistics again to help 
our Type A brothers and sis-
ters out here. Thinking about 
what this means for tuition 

and cost? Well, guess what? 
You get to use 100% of your fi-
nancial aid package to help you 
with the expenses. Included in 
that is your housing. Chicago 
Semester hooks you up with 
an apartment in the city’s very 
own Gold Coast neighborhood 
with furniture, Wi-Fi, on-site 
laundry and other utilities.

In the rare occasion that this 
has not yet sold you on the 
idea of packing some bags and 

heading to the Raven’s Home 

scenery, let me point you to-

ward two very kind and knowl-

edgeable people on campus to 
talk even more about the ben-
efits of getting off campus for 
a semester: Amber Leusink, 
administrative coordinator of 
the Compass Center for Ca-
reer and Calling and coordina-
tor of global education, and the 
aforementioned Kendall Stan-
islav. Both are approachable 

and informed on the Chicago 

Semester and its details. 

If you’re interested, the 

application deadline is on 

Monday, Feb. 10.

PROFESSOR LIEF’S BAND 
“THE HICCUPS”

RACHEL SMART 
ENGLISH TEACHING

As a liberal art’s college, it should 
be no surprise that the Northwest-
ern professors and staff are just as 
creative as their students, and one of 
the many ways the NW staff show 
off their artistic gifts is in the field 
of music.

Specifically, with associate pro-
fessor of practical theology, Dr. Ja-
son Lief, he has honed his musical 
gift to bring light to the Orange City 
community. He started by teach-
ing himself to play guitar in eighth 
grade and copying the music of 
rock guitarist Eddie Van Halen. In 
high school, Lief would play with 
his friends but never really formed 
a band of serious nature. However, 
when his son Christian began to 
play drums in the fifth grade, Lief ’s 
band, The Hiccups, was born.

The Hiccups is comprised of Lief 
on guitar and vocals, Christian on 
drums, and friend Ben Patzlaff on 
bass and vocals. If their band name 
sounds vaguely familiar, that’s be-
cause it comes from the major mo-
tion picture animated trilogy: “How 
to Train Your Dragon.” Back when 
the group first formed, Lief and his 
son joked that they were like Stoick 
and Hiccup, the father and son duo 
of the HTTYD franchise.

“Given my Viking good looks, I 

decided that was the name. No dis-
cussion,” Lief said.

However, Lief does admit that the 
name is less fitting now that Chris-
tian, no longer in fifth grade but 
now in high school, is much taller 
and looks less like gangly Hiccup 
from the first “How to Train Your 
Dragon” film. Even so, the group 
has kept the name over all these 
years, and Lief ’s daughter, Naomi, 
has even gotten involved in the band 
by creating a logo. 

The Hiccups is a cover band that 
plays everything from Jack White, 
to Gary Clark Jr., to Foo Fighters, 
Led Zepplein and Metallica. Lief 
describes the group’s sound as “a 
strange cross between rock, blues, 
punk, and metal.”

Apparently, this interesting mix 
of genres is on account of Lief and 
Christian’s extremely different mu-
sic tastes. Christian likes blues, 
punk and folk rock, while his father 
prefers rock and metal. Lief says 
his music hero is Dave Grohl, best 
known for his time in Nirvana and 
the Foo Fighters, and if he could 
add one famous musician to the 
group, he’d easily pick Grohl.

As for the future of the band, Lief 
is not interested in making it big. 
He’s perfectly content only playing 
shows in Sioux Center and Orange 
City. Christian, however, is very se-
rious about his future in music. The 
high schooler is also the drummer 

of a second band from Sioux Center 
called The Ruralists and writes his 
own music. In fact, he has a record 
online on the music sharing plat-
form Bandcamp and hopes to pur-
sue a professional music career after 
he graduates high school.

If students are curious where they 
can see this eclectic band perform, 
The Hiccups often play in the Back-
Back, a live music venue behind 
The Fruited Plain coffee shop in 
Sioux Center, where they performed 
their first show. The group has also 

played a few shows at Town Square. 
While the band has been on hiatus 
for a bit, Lief is confident another 
show is coming soon—maybe even 
this spring, so stay tuned. He loves 
when students swing by to hear his 
band perform.

Father and son’s band brings local harmony

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICAGO SEMESTER FACEBOOK
Chicago Semester brings opportunities for students looking for career experience. 

Applications are due Monday, Feb. 10.

PHOTO SUBMITTED 
Professor Lief originally named the band “The Hiccups” based on his resemblance to Stoick from How to Train 

Your Dragon, and his son’s resemblance to the character’s son Hiccup.
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Ask Josh
with Joshua Richard Dahl

Why is it suspiciously warm 
out?

- Hot in Hospers

Don’t tell me you’re starting to feel 
the Bern, too.

How does one remain single 
and have single friends of the 
opposite sex without people 
making it weird or making 

assumptions?

- Friendly in Fern

Dude, I haven’t been single since 
fifth grade. I’d say stick with hang-

ing out in groups. Seems to limit the 
awkward one-on-one interactions.

Why are pineapples called 
“Pineapples?” They are neither 

pine-like, nor apple-like.

- Pissed about Pineapples 

If you think about it, they do sort 
of resemble pinecones. Plus, little 

known fact, the ancestry of modern 
day pineapple and apple trees are 

basically the same.

How should a girl respond to 
a compliment from a guy in a 
way that makes him not feel 
awkward and makes him feel 

appreciated? 

- Shy in Steg

Ladies, always give some sort of feed-
back when a guy compliments you. 

It takes a lot for a guy to step out and 
express any sort of emotion. Compli-

ments do not come easily for guys. 
Even a simple, “Aww thanks!” would 
suffice. This simple response doesn’t 

lead them on, if that’s what you’re 
afraid of, but it does acknowledge 

their efforts. Besides, who doesn’t like 
being complimented?

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online 

are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon 
staff members do not necessarily support the 
opinions expressed in this section. Research and 
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the 
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.

 
Respectfully,  
the Beacon staff

Male singers cannot put on a 
Super Bowl halftime show to 

the same degree female singers do. 
Since 2015, women have 

consistently outperformed men in 
every aspect because they are willing to 
put on a more well-rounded show full 
of theatrics, good costumes, excellent 
dancers and upbeat music. 

Let’s compare.
2015: That year, Katy Perry kicked off 

her performance by riding in on a 20 foot 
tall lion. Combined with colorful sets, 
costumes and live music, Perry put on a 
performance USA Today called “what a 
Super Bowl halftime show should be.” 

2016: This year, on the other 
hand, had a forgettable Coldplay 
performance with guest stars Bruno 
Mars and Beyoncé. 

2017: It was a dramatic improvement 
by Lady Gaga when she opened up her 
halftime performance by zip lining onto 

the stage. 
The halftime performance of 2018, 

on the other hand, was just bad enough to 
create the meme of the year. The “Who is 
Justin Timberlake?” meme goes to show 
that the committee picked a performer 
way past his time. 

2019: It had a chance to be better 
with Maroon 5; however, the boring, 
live music performance left something 
to be desired. 

2020: We kicked off the new decade 
with powerhouse singers Shakira and 
Jenifer Lopez. The two did a fantastic 
job showing off their Latina pride in a 
performance that rocked the nation. 
Some say they were too scandalous, but 
this performance was not out of the 
ordinary for either singer making the 
show hard to top in future years.

In looking at the comparisons 
between halftime performances since 
2015, there are three ways in which 
women singers have outperformed 
male singers. 

One, women singers are more willing 
to go all-out on their performance. 
Good sets, solid choreography, excellent 
costumes and powerful vocals are staples 
of any women’s performance. 

Two, the women’s songs are more 
timeless. Katy Perry’s “Firework,” Lady 
Gaga’s “Born This Way” and Shakira’s 
“Hips Don’t Lie” and “Waka, Waka” are 
all pieces everyone knows and dances to. 

Bruno Mars’ “Uptown Funk” was the 
one thing the men had going for them, 
and he wasn’t even a headlining act. 

Three, women singers do a better 
job at hyping the crowd up. Nothing 
against Coldplay, Justin Timberlake 
and Maroon 5, but none of them are 
that type of performer. When you 
miss that crucial part, it feels like 
there is something missing from the 
performance.

With that in mind, you may be 
asking, “What man can actually put 
together a solid half time show?” 

Honestly, I’m not sure there is 
very many who can. Shawn Mendes 
and guest star Camila Cabello could 
do it because they both put out good, 
timeless music consistently. Also, John 
Bellion singing “All Time Low” would 
be a welcome change to the slow pieces 
men have sung recently. 

Finally, the Jonas Brothers’ return 
to stage brings star power, solid pieces, 
big personalities, solid vocals and 
that hyped-up vibe fans look for in a 
performance. 

All things considered, the Jonas 
Brothers would be the best shot men 
have at a halftime show to a similar 
caliber to that of women. 

Could the male singers do it? 
Maybe. It all depends on how far 
they’re willing to go to put together a 
solid performance.

 

L ast week, the world was shaken 
by the tragic deaths of Kobe 

Bryant and multiple others. While 
many mourned his death and 
remembered the legacy he left behind, 
others cried out:  

“But what about the other victims of 
the crash!”  

“Kobe was a rapist!” 
“Why don’t we get this upset about 

the soldiers who die in helicopters 
every day!” 

I wanted to reply to every post. 
Because, while he was a lot of 
things, most of all Kobe was the 
epitome of growth. 

Before his death, I had never even 

heard that he had raped someone. I 
was shocked, but I wanted to educate 
myself before saying, “He would 
never!” Because that is exactly what 
leads to women not being believed in 
these situations. 

So I did my research and here’s 
what I learned: Kobe did rape a 
woman. In the trial, he admitted that, 
while he thought the encounter was 
consensual, he realized later that  the 
woman he had sexually assaulted had 
not felt the same way. 

Nothing can erase the trauma that 
woman underwent and might still 
experience today, and I hope she 
found justice and closure. 

But here’s why Kobe is different than 
other rapists. He owned up to what he 
did. And he owned up to the fact that 
he cheated on his wife. 

And in the years since, he has done 
nothing but turn his life around. He 
let that horrible mistake, and probably 
some others along the way, change 
him into a better man. He is truly a 
prodigal son if there ever was one. 

Instead of criticizing him and the 

people who mourn him, I think there’s 
a lot of us who could learn a thing or 
two from Kobe.  

 His legacy is so much bigger than 
the basketball court. Kobe’s whole 
mentality was about putting in hard 
work to rise above one’s circumstances. 
His life in recent years was dedicated 
to bringing good into the world. 

Go read the feel-good stories 
and tell  me that that is not a man 
worth mourning. 

Yes, Kobe received attention on a 
big stage, but he also made mistakes 
and suffered the consequences on a 
big stage, and also gave back on a 
big stage. 

His life from the time he was in 
high school was publicly critiqued 
and criticized, and it’s ok if his life is 
publicly celebrated and mourned as 
well, even if the other victims are not. 

If those victims were here, I can only 
assume they would mourn alongside 
the rest of us.

 So please, let Kobe rest in peace, 
and let the world mourn him as 
they please. 

Despite mistakes, Kobe was still great

Women perform better halftime shows

Maria Lopez
Business Adminstration

Kaelin Alons
Public Relations

Get wealthy 
off your words... ...With the new 

Beacon pay scale

Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+  stories = $20 each

$ $
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Wrestlers face losses against solid competition

Tennis goes 1-1 over weekend in Minnesota 

BASKETBALL PUSHED 
THROUGH TOUGH 
GAMES FOR A WIN
 
TREY HARMS
SPANISH

Northwestern women’s 
basketball began their final 
month of the regular season 
by returning to the court 
after their bye week for 
games against third-ranked 
Concordia University with 
a 21-1 record (14-1 in the 
GPAC), on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29 and second-ranked 
Hastings College with their 
undefeated 24-0 record 
(16-0 in the GPAC), on 
Saturday, Feb. 1. Both 
games were played in 
Nebraska, as NW finished 
off their GPAC season 
series against both teams. 

NW came out strong 
against the Concordia 
Bulldogs, leading by three at 

the end of the first quarter 
and fighting through a 
host of second quarter 
turnovers to hang within 
two after the first half. 
Junior Sammy Blum led 
the attack, raining in 5-of-
6 from downtown in the 
first half which set her up 
for a game-high 25 points. 

Concordia slowly crept 
away in the second half, 
however, led by a barrage 
of threes and some 
significant contributions 
off the bench on their way 
to a 91-76 victory. 

Scoring in double figures 
for NW along with Blum 
were sophomores Devyn 
Kemble with 17 points and 
Alexis Toering with 10 
points and eight rebounds. 

It was a short turnaround 
for NW, heading back out 
to compete in Hastings, 
Nebraska on Saturday, Feb. 1 

for a bout with another top-
ranked team. The Raiders 
jumped to a fast start and 
held a one-point lead over 
the undefeated Broncos as 
they headed into halftime. 
While NW brought on the 
pressure in the first half, 
the Broncos scored the first 
bucket of the third quarter 
and would hold the lead for 
the rest of the game. NW cut 
the deficit to five with just 
five minutes remaining, but 
Hastings used an 11-2 run 
to avoid the upset, pulling 
away for the 82-71 victory. 

NW was led again 
by Blum, who scored 
27 points, followed by 
Toering, sophomore Jada 
Cunningham and senior Bre 
Schuiteman with 12, nine 
and eight points. 

The women’s team 
bounced back in a revenge 
match against ninth-

ranked Dordt at home in 
the Bultman Center on 
Wednesday, Feb 5. The first 

match-up this year was a fast 
paced, high scoring affair in 
Sioux Center, with Dordt 

winning 92-84. In their 
game on Feb. 6, the Raiders 
upset the Defenders 91-76.

WOMEN’S TENNIS GOES 
1-1 ON THEIR WEEKEND 
TRIP TO MINNESOTA

EMMA VAN DRIE
POLITICAL SCIENCE

On Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, the 
Raider women’s tennis team 
traveled to Minnesota to com-
pete in their first two matches 
of the spring season, starting the 
season off with a 1-1 record. 

On Friday Jan. 31, Northwest-
ern competed against NCAA 
DII Minnesota State-Mankato 
in St. Peter, MN, falling 1-6. NW 
won all three doubles matches, 
which earned them one team 
point. They went 0-6 in the sin-
gles matches, though. 

On Saturday Feb. 1, NW had 
a clean sweep against Hamline 
University in Bloomington, MN, 
finishing 7-0. NW won seven 
matches and two forfeits. 

Though the singles matches 
against MSM were a battle, NW 
had solid doubles performanc-
es across the board. Senior Zoe 
Holscher and junior Jacque In-
gram won 6-4 at the No. 1 dou-
bles spot. Freshman Annika 
Spirgath and senior Emma Van 
Drie won 6-2 at the No. 2 dou-
bles position. At the No. 3 spot, 
freshman Jessica Wilson and 
junior Abby Petrick finished at 
6-4. 

NW had decisive wins for sin-
gles and doubles against Ham-
line. Holscher and Ingram won 

in a tiebreaker 7-6, 7-5 at the 
No. 1 doubles spot. At the No. 2 
doubles position, Spirgath and 
Van Drie won 6-4. Wilson and 
Petrick won at the No. 3 doubles 
spot by forfeit. 

NW also won five singles 
matches against Hamline and 
one by forfeit. At No. 1 singles, 
Spirgath finished 6-3, 6-3. In-
gram, at No. 2 singles, won in 
a set tiebreaker 6-3, 7-6, (7-4). 
At the No. 3 singles position, 
Holscher defeated her opponent 
6-0, 6-1. Van Drie, at No. 4, fin-
ished 6-3, 6-1. At No. 5 singles, 
Wilson won in a set tiebreaker 
6-4, 0-6, (10-8). Junior Anna 
Weighmink also won by forfeit. 

“It was a great effort by all,” 
said head coach Jamie De Jong. 

“It was good to get the first cou-
ple matches under our belt, and 
we know some things that we 
need to work on.” 

Holscher said, “After this 
weekend, it looks like we are 
going to be very competitive in 
the GPAC.”

WRESTLING FALL TO TOUGH 
COMPETITION AS SEASON 
COMES TO A CLOSE

REID SEELHAMMER
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The Northwestern wrestling team 
had a busy week as they tallied two 
duals and a tournament on Thurs-
day, Jan. 30 and Saturday, Feb. 1.

On Thursday, Jan 30, NW hosted 
a triangular meet with the Univer-
sity of Jamestown and Augustana 
University, a highly-ranked DII 
school. The Raiders fell to both 
teams, losing to Jamestown, 32-12, 
and Augustana, 36-12. 

“It was a rough night,” said head 
coach Rik Dahl. “We got beat because 
we couldn’t stay with our offense and 
struggle to clear wrists on the bottom. 
We need to address some things in a 
hurry because the end of the season is 

upon us. We’ll sleep it off and get back 
to work on the morning. On a very 
positive note, we had three seniors 
finish their home dual careers with a 
win. Proud of Dante, Behler and Gar-
cia for seizing the opportunity.”

Though the Raiders did not achieve 
a victory in either of the two compe-
titions, the Jamestown dual allowed a 
lot of underclassmen to get a taste of 
team competition. The biggest high-
light of the night was senior Victor 
Garcia pulling off a huge throw late in 
his match against Augustana to break 
the highest points scored against Au-
gustana in dual meet history. 

On Saturday Feb. 1, the Raiders 
traveled to compete in the Sioux City 
Open. The tournament included DI 
teams such as the University of Ne-
braska, South Dakota State Universi-
ty and Iowa State University as well as 
DII and NAIA schools. 

The Raiders brought impressive 

performances from freshmen Aus-
tin Hendrickson, Sam Copley and 
Tyler Ziemen. All made the quar-
terfinals and lead the NW team. 

“Our young guys wrestled hard 
today,” said Rik Dahl. “For many 
of our guys, it was the last event 
of the year. Although we may not 
have seen the results we wanted, 
these guys saw some progress as 
the day pressed.” 

“Both Hendrickson and Zei-
men picked up some key wins that 
should boost their confidence,” 
Dahl said. 

“All year, I have been proud of 
the way these young guys battle 
and today didn’t disappoint.” 

Next up for NW wrestling will 
take place on Wednesday, Feb. 
12. The Raiders travel to Forest 
City, Iowa to have their second 
to last dual of the season against 
Waldorf University.

Raiders drop two games during tough stretch 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS 
Red Raider women’s tennis started 2020 season in Minnesota.

PHOTO COURESTY OF NW ATHLETICS
Sophomore Blake Pomajzl works hard to get a pin.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS.
Taylor VanderVelde looks for teammates on the floor in the re-match against Dordt.
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Beacon
Staff Northwestern College has received $120,000 

from the Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust for lab-
oratory equipment that will be used by students 
in the college’s new physician assistant studies 
and athletic training master’s degree programs.

The funds will be used to purchase two virtual cadav-
er tables as well as supplies for the human cadaver lab. 

“There is growing evidence that using vir-
tual cadavers in addition to traditional hu-
man cadavers results in improved student 
outcomes,” says Dr. Christina Hanson, di-
rector of the physician assistant program.

The six-foot virtual cadaver tables will provide 
students with a life-sized interactive display that can 
toggle between detailed anatomical drawings, cap-
tioned illustrations and actual radiologic images (CT 
and MRI). Students will be able to conduct repeat 
virtual dissections and simulations before perform-
ing traditional dissections in the gross anatomy lab.

“We’re pleased that a respected Iowa institu-
tion like the Carver Trust has signaled its sup-
port for our graduate-level health sciences pro-
grams with an investment of this size,” says Jay 
Wielenga, NW’s vice president for advancement.

The Carver Trust was established by Iowan Roy 
J. Carver, an engineer and entrepreneurial indus-
trialist, to support biomedical and scientific re-
search, scholarships, and programs addressing 
the educational and recreational needs of youth.

NW’s newest graduate programs are set to begin 
when the summer term starts in May. The athletic 
training program is still accepting applications for 
May 2020. The physician assistant studies program 
is full for this year, but applications for the next co-
hort, which starts in May 2021, will open April 30.

 Photo contest first place winner: Raiders Basketball, Alyssa Glanz

Northwestern receives $120,000 grant 

High school students invited to explore Northwestern’s stage
High school seniors interested in theater are invit-

ed to visit Northwestern College for Theatre Raider 
Days Feb. 14 and 15. Activities start at 10 a.m. on 
Friday and continue through Saturday afternoon.

On Friday, participants will tour the DeWitt The-
atre Arts Center as well as the rest of campus. They 
can also ask a panel of professors questions about 
the theater department’s programs, classes and pro-
ductions. In the evening, students will have din-
ner with current theater students and then attend 

the music department’s Symphonic Band concert.
Friday’s schedule will also include the op-

portunity to audition or interview for theater 
scholarships. Scholarships are available for per-
formance, playwriting and technical and stage 
management roles in NW theater. Awards are 
based on candidates’ theater skill, experience 
and plans to be actively involved in NW theater.

On Saturday, guests will enjoy breakfast and 
activities with current NW theater students and 

then attend the opening performance of the 

musical “Bright Star.” Events and meals during 

Theatre Raider Days are free; student attend-

ees are able to stay with NW students in the res-

idence halls. Parents are also invited to attend.

For more information or to register, visit nwcio-

wa.edu/TheatreRaiderDays or contact Becky Dona-

hue in NW’s theatre department at 712-707-7341 

or becky.donahue@nwciowa.edu. Space is limited.

Events:

Friday, Feb. 7
10:05 a.m. – Chapel. Mark DeYounge will finish 
four-part series. 
5 p.m. – Juntos Noche de Comunidad. Soccer 
for youth and carnival for children is provided by 
Northwestern College soccer team and education 
students.
7 p.m. – Raider Soiree at Prairie Winds Event Cen-
ter $5 admission.

Sunday, Feb. 9
8:30 p.m. – Praise and Worship in Christ Chapel.

Monday, Feb. 10
Deadline for dropping first-half 8-week courses.

Tuesday, Feb. 11
11:05 a.m. – Chapel. Dr. Benjamin Conner, pro-
fessor of practical theology and director of the 
graduate certificate in disability and ministry at 
Western Theological Seminary.

Wednesday, Feb. 12
10:05 a.m. – NED Talk. Dr. Benjamin Conner 
will continue sharing in the Vogel Room in the 
Learning Commons.

Thursday, Feb. 13
9 p.m. – Prayer Labyrinth in Christ Chapel.

NWC sets record for spring enrollment
Northwestern College has set a spring en-

rollment record with 1,406 students. This 

year’s number is up from 1,261 last spring.

One of the factors in the total enrollment re-

cord is an all-time high for online and graduate 

student enrollment. This spring 461 students are 

enrolled in Northwestern’s online Master of Edu-

cation and degree-completion programs in ear-

ly childhood and nursing, up from 429 last fall.

NW also has 24 new transfer students on campus 

this semester, the largest contingent in many years.

“We are excited to break more enrollment re-

cords,” says Mark Bloemendaal, vice president 

for enrollment and marketing. “More students 

are realizing that our standout programs, in-

tegration of faith and learning and welcom-

ing community provide outstanding prepara-

tion to help them lead lives of significance.”
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